Selectmen’s Meeting — January 12, 2004

Mr. Eckenreiter, Dr, Bowcock and Mr. Silvia were present.
Also in attendance was Jeffrey Osuch.

Mr. Eckenreiter called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m,

Dr. Bowcock motioned to approve the minutes of January 5, 2004. Mr. Silvia seconded.
Vote was unanimous.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to approve the minutes of the fanuvary 5, 2004 executive session.
Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

COALITION FOR BUZZARDS BAY

Christie Anderberg, Coalition for Buzzards Bay Land Protection Specialist, discussed a
proposal to acquire property in Rochester that falls within the Mattapoisett River Valley
Water Supply. (See attached.) Dr. Bowcock motioned to place an article on the Annual
Town Meeting Warrant to request funding. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Mark Rasmussen discussed the Community Preservation Act. (See attached.) Dr.
Bowcock motioned to form a committee with representatives from Town
boards/committees to decide if Fairhaven wants to pursue the issue. Mr. Silvia seconded.
Vote was unanimous. Dr. Bowcock motioned to sponsor an article for the Annual Town
Meeting Warrant. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Mr. Roth gave an update on the status of Hoppy’s Landing.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to sign the document requesting that $30,000.00 in Soft Second
I.oan Program funds be set aside for low and moderate homebuyers in the community.
Mz. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Dr. Bowcock motioned that Mr. Osuch, Mr. Roth and Mr. Silvia review applications and
interview candidates for the pari-time clerical position in the Department of Planning and
Economic Development. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission will not charge a permit fee for the new
Sunday Package Store openings.



Selectmen’s Meeting — January 12, 2004

Position on the Retirement Board does not have to be filled by a Town employee.
Ap]p]ications to fill the vacancy will be accepted in the Selectmen’s Office until January
26",

Meeting with the Assessors is scheduled for January 13™ at 3:00 p.m.

District Water Planning Committee will meet at the Board of Public Works at 4:30 p.m.
on January 13",

Sub-bids for the new East Fairhaven School will be opened at the Town Hall at 12:00
noon on January 15%

East Fairhaven School Building Committee will meet at 6:00 p.m. on January 15™ at the
High School.

Finance Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on January 15" at the Board of Public Works.

A letter will be sent to Bouchard Transportation to request $23,212.00 in lost revenue
from the sale of 2003 Shellfish License and West Island Beach passes.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to sign the Waste Disposal Services Agreement. Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Articles for the February 11™ Special Town Meeting were reviewed.
ANIMAL CONTROL

Town of Mattapoisett requests an agreement between Fairhaven and Mattapoisett for use
of the new Animal Shelter, Dr. Bowcock motioned to have Mr. Silvia represent the Board
of Selectmen in discussions with Mattapoisett. Mr, Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was
unanimous. The Animal Control Officer, Jeffrey Osuch and Mr. Silvia will meet with
Mattapoisett to discuss the issue.

Donations to the Animal Shelter Building Fund totaling $635.00 were accepted.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

The Building Commissioner submitted a request for authorization for legal services for

an opinion “of weather lots have grand fathered rights or are owned in common

ownership”, Dr. Bowcock motioned to approve the request. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote
Wwas unanimous.

Building Construction report for December 2003 will be placed on file.
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SCHOOIL COMMITTEE

Mr. Eckenreiter read Michael Souza’s letter of resignation from the School Committee.
(See attached.) The Board thanked him for his service to the Town and wished him well
in all future endeavors.

2004 LICENSES

Dr. Bowcock motioned to renew the Liquor License for Mike’s Restaurant. Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to renew the following Common Victualer Licenses: Homlyke
Bakery, Taco Bell, Wendy’s Restaurant, Phoenix Restaurant and Wal-Mart. Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to renew the Car Repair License for Jiffy Lube #1229, Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Dr., Bowcock motioned to renew the Entertainment License for Bijou Theatre. Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Dr. Bowcock motioned to send a letter to businesses not licensed for 2004 to remind
them they are operating without a license and that hearings will be scheduled for
February 2, 2004, Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

NSTAR GAS

Dr. Bowcock motioned to approve the petitions for maintenance to gas main and service
at 21 Bonney Street and 19 Point Street. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.
(Approved by the Board of Public Works.)

Dr. Bowcock motioned to approve the petitions for emergency gas leak repair at Hill
Street/Blossom Street and 10  Evergreen Street. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was
unanimous. (Approved by the Board of Public Works.)

OTHER ISSUES

The Board offered their condolences to the family and friends of Bernice Bromberg, who
passes away last week. Ms. Bromberg was very dedicated to animals and the new
Fairhaven Animal Shelter.

The Board offered their condolences to the family and friends of Walter Jachna. Mr.
Jachna, a former Town employee, recently passed away.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 8:00 p.m., Dr. Bowcock motioned to go into executive session to discuss the Earl R.
Flansburgh case, Police Union Contract negotiations, Fire Union Contract negotiations,
contract for renovations to the Millicent Library, legal issues regarding the Walden
Woods sub-division and not to reconvene in open session. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was
unanimous. Roll call vote 3-0.

c"ém ST S
Jan St. Germain
Secretary
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0% M-S P 35 January 5, 2004
Board of Selectmen ' ‘
Town of Fairhaven . .aRkD OF SELECTHA..
40 Centre Street FAIRHAVEM MASS

Fairhaven, MA 02719
Dear Gentlemen,

Enclosed, please find information regarding a land protection project that the Coalition
for Buzzards Bay would like to discuss with you at your next meeting, January 12" At
164 acres, the Rounseville Homestead in property has over 4000° feet of frontage on the
Mattapoisett River, and even though it is located in Rochester, it lies squarely within the
Zone II areas most critical to Fairhaven’s water supply protection.

The Coalition has met with the Mattapoisett River Valley Water Supply Protection
Advisory Committee to discuss the significance of keeping this land free from
development. At a meeting held in September, 2003, the Committee voted to contribute
$75,000 towards the cost of acquiring a Conservation Restriction, and at the same time
voiced support for taking the project to each town in the Valley for further assistance.

With this year’s elimination of State acquisition programs, regional collaboration to
protect common resources is critical. In an effort to assist the Towns in protecting their
drinking water supply, the Coalition has committed to raising private funds towards this
important acquisition. We would like to meet with you to further discuss this project and
the opportunity to present it to the voters at Fairhaven’s 2004 spring Town Meeting,

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to seeing you next week.
Sineerely,
UG
Christie Anderberg
Land Protection Specialist

Working to improve the health of Buzzards Bay through education, conservafion, research and advocacy.

620 Belleville Avenue, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02745 « tel: (508) 999-6363 « fax: (508) 984-7913 « www.savebuzzardsbay.org

Printed on process chlorine free, recycled paper with soy-based inks.
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Community Preservation Act ~ Basic Facts for Fairhaven 23 0=
S
Introduction . TN ]

The Community Preservation Act- (CPA) is a new Jaw that allows cities :‘al?d towns ines
féserve historid 71

Massachusetts to raise local property taxes to acquire and protect open space, pPr

buildings and landscapes, and create and maintain affordable housing. It also provides siggbﬁcan{f?i3

state matching funds — an estimated $26 million annually — to participating communities. =3

Tn order for a municipality to qualify for state matching funds, Town Meeting must vote to place
a property tax surcharge of up to 3 percent on the ballot. Alternatively, the CPA may be placed
on the ballot through a petition signed by at least 5 percent of the city or town’s registered voters.
Once the CPA is placed on the ballot, local voters must then vote to approve it. Participating
cities and towns can opt out of CPA after five years and end the surcharge.

The law went into effect December 2000. To date, 61 communities across the state have adopted
the CPA. Several more communities will vote on the Act in 2004.

Determining How Fairhaven’s CPA Funds Are Spent -
If Fairhaven approves the CPA, it will also establish a Community Preservation Committee that
will make annual recommendations to Town Meeting on how the money should be spent. Town
Meeting appropriates funds from the town’s Community Preservation Fund based on these
recommendations. Town Meeting may also reject or reduce the amounts recommended by the
" Community Preservation Committee, The Committee is responsible for soliciting input from the
community and for presenting its findings and recommendations to the public. Communify
Preservation Committees have open meetings to which all residents are welcome.

Each fiscal year, upon recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee, Town
- Meeting must spend, or set aside for future spending, the following share of annual Community

Preservation Fund revenues:

10 percent for open space
10 percent for historic resources
10 percent for community housing

~ Beyond these required disbursements, it is left to the residents of Fairhaven to decide how much.
of the remaining 70% of the funds they would like to spend on the three purposes identified
above or for recreation (ball fields, hiking or biking trails, étc). For example, a municipality
could allocate the remaining 70 percent of the ‘annual revenue to one purpose, spread it evenly
among all four, or set the funds aside for future spending. Each year, the municipality can
modify the spending mix for the remaining 70 percent of the fund.

' Exemptions from the CPA Surcharge . o
Any portion of a taxpayer’s real property taxes that are already excmpt are also exempt from the

new CPA surcharge. In addition, Town Meeting, as part of the vote to accept the provisions of
CPA, may allow two additional exemptions to the CPA surcharge for:, '

1) Property owned and occupied by a person who would qualify for Jow income housing
(any family of 4 making less than $42,160) or moderate income senior housing (a person
over 60 making less than $36,890 ($42,160 for a couple)

2) The first $100,000 of taxable value of residential real estate

o

s
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WAREHAM $ 322,305
WAYLAND $ 432,175
WELLESLEY $ 511,283
WESTFORD $ 924,436
WESTON $ 1,051,629
WESTPORT $ 285,139
WILLIAMSTOWN $ 118,946
TOTAL $ 27,161,342

The following communities did not receive a match because they

have not yet implemented the CPA surcharge:

ACUSHNET
MENDON
NEWBURYPORT
SOUTHBOROQUGH
SOUTHWICK
UPTON
WESTFIELD

YT~

)



Community Preservation Act, Sample Town Meeting Vote: The Trust for Public Land

Sample Town Meeting Vote
12117101 ‘

Page 1 of 1

This sample should not be used without the advice of legal counsel. The City Solicitor or Town Counsel
should be involved at the eariiest practical moment to provide legal advice. The Trust for Public Land is

also avallable fo provide technical assistance.

Voled: 't'h-ét the Town hereby accepts Sections 310 7, inclusive, of Chapter 44B of the General Laws,

otherwise known as the Massachusetts Communily Preservation Act, by approving a surcharge on real
property for the purposes permitted by sald Act, including the acquisition, creation and preservation of open
space, ihe acquisition and preservation of historic resources, the acquisition, creation and preservation of

tand for recreational use, the creation, preservation and support of communily housing, and the
rehabllitation and restoration of such open space, historic resources, land for recreational use and

community housing that is acquired or created as provided under said Act; that the amount of such

surcharge on real property shall be [xx%] of the annual real esfate tax levy against real property; and that
the Town [does not accept any of] [hereby accepts] the [following] exemption{s] from such surcharge

permitted under Section 3(e) of said Act: [property owned and occupied as a domicile by any perso
qualifies for low income housing or low or moderate income senior housing in the Town, as defined in

nwho

Section 2 of said Act] [class three, commercial, and class four, industral, properties as defined in G.L. ¢.59,

§2A] [$100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of residential real properiy].

ContactUs | Home | Donate Now | site Map

© 2002 The Trust for Public Land. All Rights Reserved.
Privacy Policy

http://www.tpl.org/tier:"ﬁprint.cfm‘?fdlder_id=l045&content_item_id=1784&m0d_t_ype=1

1/6/2004



Community Preservation Act, Sample Community Preservation<br>Committce Bylaw: T... Page2of2

section. With respect to community housing, the community presen.rétion committee shall recommend,
wherever possible, the reuse of existing buildings or construction of new buildings on previously developed
sites.

{3). The Community Preservation Committee may Include, in its recommendation to the Town Meeling, a
recommendation to set aside for later spending funds for specific purposes that are consistent with
community preservation but for which sufficlent revenues are not then avallable in the Community
Preservation Fund o accomplish that spacific purpose or to set aside for fater spending for general
purposes that are consistent with communily preservation. The Communily Preservation Committee may
recommend fhe issuance of general obligation bonds or notes in anticipation of revenues to be raised
pursuant to section 3 of the Act, the proceeds of which shali be deposited in the Community Preservation
Fund. Bonds or notes so issued may be at such rales of interest as shall be necessary and shall be repaid
as soon after such revenues are collected as is expedient. The Town shall make every effort to limit the
administrative costs of issuing such bonds by cooperating with other cities and towns using methods
including, but not limited to, common issuance of bonds or common retention of bond counsel. Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, bonds or notes issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to the
applicable provisions of Chapter 44. The maturities of each issue of bonds or notes issued under this
chapter may be arranged so that for each issue the amounts payable In the several years for principat and
inferest combined shall be as nearly equal as practicable in the opinion of the officers authorized to issue
bonds or notes or, In the alternative, in accordance with a schedule providing for a more rapid amortization
of principal.

As provided in the Massachusetts Communily Preservation Act, no expanditures shali be made from the
Community Preservation Fund without the approval of Town Meeting.

The Communily Preservation Committee will submit an annual administrative and operating budget for the
Community Preservation Committee, which cannot exceed five percent {5%) of the annual revenues in the
Communily Preservation Fund, to Town Meeting for approval..

Chapter 3: Requirement for a quorum and cost estimates

The communily preservation committee shall not meet or conduct business without the presence of a
quorum. A majority of the members of the communily preservation committee shall constilute a quorum,
The communily preservation commiltee shall approve its actions by majority vote. Recommendations to the
Town Meeting shall include their anticipated costs. .

Chapter 4; Amendments

' This Chapter may be amended from time to time by a majority vote of the Town Mesting, provided that the
amendments would not cause a conflict to occur with MGL, Chapter 44B.

Chapter 5: Severability -

In case any seclion, paragraph or part of this chapter be for any reason daclared invalid or unconstitufional
by any court of last resort, every other section, paragraph or part shall continus in full force and effect.

Chapter 8: Effective Date

This by-law shali take effecl upon approval by the Atlorney General of ihe Commonwealth, and after all
requirements of G.L. c.40, S. 32 have been mel. Each appointing authority shall have thirty days after
approval by the Attorney General to make their Iniial appointments.

Updated 6/2003

ContactUs | Home | DonateNow | Site Map

© 2002 The Trust far Public Land. All Rights Reserved.
Privacy Policy

http://ww.tpl.org/tierSMprint.cfn;l"?folder_id=1045&contentHitemmid=1782&m0d_type=l 1/6/2004
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