Selectmen’s Meeting — December 27, 2004

Dr. Bowcock, Mr. Silvia and Mr. Eckenreiter were present.
Also in attendance was Jeffrey Osuch.

Dr. Bowcock called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the minutes of December 6, 2004. Mr. Eckenreiter
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the minutes of December 13, 2004. Mr. Eckenreiter
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2004 executive session.
Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous.

M. Silvia motioned to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2004 executive session.
Dr. Bowcock seconded. Tt was so voted. Mr. Eckenreiter abstained.

TEIXEIRA’S AUTO SALES, INC.

Lou Teixeira of Teixeira’s Auto, Inc., 132 Alden Road, was in attendance to request
changing the auto dealer license from “50 vehicles to the previously approved 175”7, Mr.
Teixeira stated all the necessary paperwork had been approved and signed off by the
various Town departments. The Board of Health did sign off. Memos from the Building
Commissioner and the Director of Planning and Economic Development did not give
approval for the increase. The Planner requested Mr. Teixeira submit a detailed layout
plan demonstrating the number of cars the site can hold. (See attached memo.) The
Building Commissioner has questions concerning final paving of the lot, lighting and the
Conservation Commission has issues with the landscaping. Discussion ensued. Mr.
Eckenreiter motioned to approve the 175 cars that were previously approved by the
Board of Selectmen. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. This is still a temporary
license. Mr. Teixeira was instructed to contact the Building Commissioner and the Town
Planner to resolve the outstanding issues.

ANIMAL CONTROL

Diane Hanrahan, her daughter Lisa Ciszewski, Sheila Dolan and the Animal Control
Officer were present. Ms, Hanrahan requested a meeting with the Selectmen to discuss
issues pertaining to her lost cat being euthanized and the manner in which the situation
was handled by the Animal Control Officer. Ms. Hanrahan, Ms. Ciszewski and Ms,
Dolan summarized the events leading up to the cat being euthanized. (See attached
fetter.) The Animal Control Officer summarized her letter to the Board in response to Ms.
Hanrahan’s letter. (See attached.) Discussion followed. The Board agreed to have the
Personnel Board review the job description/job procedures for the Animal Control
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Officer and to also review policies and procedures for the ACO. Ms. Hanrahan submitted
a list of suggested policy changes for the Animal Control Officer.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT

Second interviews for the position of Treasurer/Director of Finance will be held on
December 28" beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Town Hall will close at 12:00 noon on December 30™ and will be closed all day
December 317,

Mr, Osuch will meet wit Joe Booth from Dyer Brown Architects on January 4™ to discuss
the High School gym.

M. Osuch will meet with Joe Booth from Dyer Brown Architects and Town Counsel on
January 6™ to discuss the High School gym.

Meeting with Brian B, Smith is scheduled for January 6™ at 1:00 p.m.

The Mattapoisett River Valley Water Treatment Plant project is ranked #2 in the State
and eligible for an interest rate of 2%. The plant will be built in Mattapoisett.

Mr. Silvia motioned to authorize the Police Chief to sign the “Application for Transfer of
Federally Forfeited” assets and to request funding. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was
unanimous. (See attached.)

NSTAR Hearing for proposed pole locations on Eaton Road will resume on January 10™
at 7:00 p.m. NSTAR requested the Selectmen visit the site before the hearing.

Hearing for proposed mooring and parking fees will resume on January 10",
ANIMAL SHELTER
Donations to the Gift Account totaling $126.00 were accepted.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Because of health reason, Randall Durrigan submitted his resignation as Chief Wire
Tnspector effective December 1, 2004. The Board wished him a speedy recovery and

thanked him for his many years of dedicated service to the Town.

The Building Commissioner requested George Gracia be appointed Chief Wire Inspector
and the Associate Wire Inspector position be advertised.
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Mr. Eckenreiter motioned to appoint George Gracia Chief Wire Inspector. Mr. Silvia
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Eckenreiter motioned to authorize the Building Commissioner to advertise for an
Associate Wire Inspector. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GIFT ACCOUNT

$500.00 donation to the Gift Account was accepted. The Fairhaven Road Race
Committee was thanked for their generosity.

COUNCIL ON AGING

Doris Blanchard submitted her resignation from the Council on Aging effective
December 20, 2004. The Board stated they regretted her resignation. She was thanked
for her years of dedicated service to the elderly and the Boatrd wished her well in all
future endeavors.

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board requested a joint meeting with the Board of Selectmen and Board of
Public Works to discuss the Waldron Woods Subdivision (Forestview Drive). Meeting is
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, January 11" at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.

SURPLUS POLICE VEHICLES

Mr, Silvia motioned to transfer surplus police cruiser #402 to the Board of Public Works
and surplus police cruiser #405 to the Emergency Management Agency. Mr. Eckenreiter
seconded. Vote was unanimous.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

Dr. Bowcock read the memo from the School Superintendent regarding an electricity
collaborative. (See attached.) The Superintendent will be asked to provide additional
information.

DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES

Notice will be placed on file that Earl’s Marina is open to shellfishing from November 1
to May 31* and West Island South is closed to shellfishing from November 1* to May
31%
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2005 LICENSE RENEWALS

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the renewal of the following Liquor Licenses. Mr.
Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous. (See attached.)

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the renewal of the following Common Victualer
Licenses. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous. (See attached.)

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the renewal of the following Car Dealer Licenses. Mr.
Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous. (See attached.)

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the renewal of the following Car Repair Licenses. Mr.
Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous. (See attached.)

Mr. Silvia motioned to approve the renewal of the following Lodging House Licenses.
Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was unanimous. (See attached.)

OTHER MATTERS

Deborah Soares was congratulated for being named Mattapoisett Woman of the Year.
Ms. Soares works with young people in Mattapoisett and is very active in the Fairhaven
High School Alumni Association.

The Board offered their condolences to the family and friends of the five fishermen lost
at sea just before Christmas.

The Board wished everyone a happy, health and safe New Year.

At 6:55 p.m., Mr. Silvia motioned to adjourn for 10 minutes. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded.
Vote was unanimous. Meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 7:15 p.m., Mr. Silvia motioned to go into executive session to discuss cable television
contract negotiations and to reconvene in open session. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote
was unanimous. Roll call vote 3-0. Open meeting reconvened at 8:00 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m., Mr. Silvia motioned to adjourn. Mr. Eckenreiter seconded. Vote was
unanimous.

%Ou\\ . (ayu_mr\o\.vv ‘
Jan St. Germain
Secretary
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To Whom It May Concern:

We would like to be placed on the next available meeting with the
Fairhaven Selectmen , in regards to changing our auto dealer
license from 50 vehicles to the previously approved 175. All
necessary paperwork has been approved and signed oﬁ” by the
various town departments.

Sincerely,

Lou Teixeira
Teixeira’s Auto Inc.
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To Whom It May Concern.

We would like to be placed on the next available meeting with the

 Fairhaven Selectmen , in regards to changing our auto dealer
license from 50 vehicles to the previously approved 175. All
necessary paperwork has been approved and signed off, by the
various town departments.

Sincerely,

Lou Teixeira
Teixeira’s Auto Inc.
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To Whom It May Concern:

We would like to be placed on the next available meeting with the
Fairhaven Selectmen , in regards to changing our auto dealer
license from 50 vehicles to the previously approved 175. All
necessary paperwork has been approved and signed off, by the
various town departments.

Sincerely,

Lou Teixeira
Teixeira’s Auto Inc.
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I have reviewed the auto dealer license request for the above referenced business and recommend
that the request be tabled until the applicant can submit further information. The request
references a previous approval for 175 cars; however, there is no mention of the number of
display spaces within the Planning Board’s approval. In addition, I feel that the requested 175
display spaces may be more than the site can hold, and allow for proper on site circulation and
fire access. Attached is a rough sketch that demonstrates the site can hold approximately 151
display spaces. Please note that this is a rough calculation and a detailed plan would be the only
way to determine how many display spaces the site could accommodate.

Therefore, I recommend that the Board require the applicant to submit a detailed layout plan
demonstrating what the site can actually hold, The display spaces should be 8’ x 18’, they can be
doubled stacked and there needs to be an 18’ access/fire isle after the doubled stacked spaces.
These requirements are consistent with what the Planning Board has required of other dealers
who have come in with recently special permits, Please note that the attached sketch plan uses

these requirements.

I am available to meet with the applicant and his engineer to discuss any proposed display space
layouts. ‘ ' :




RECE t VED Diane Hanrahan

85 Laurel Street '
1, Fairthaven, Ma. 02719
08-997-6310 508-981-5893
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December 1, 2004

Board of Selectmen
Town of Fairhaven

40 Center Street
Fairhaven, Ma. 02719

Re: Complaint Against Dog Officer
Dear Board of Selectmen:

It is my intention with this letter to file a complaint against the Dog Officer for the Town
of Fairhaven and I am requesting a copy of the job description outlining the
responsibilities regarding this position, My pet was reported missing on October 21%
2004 by my daughter Lisa Ciszewski who resides with me at 85 Laurel Street in
Fairhaven, All information was relayed to the officer with a request that she please
contact us in the event our cat was located injured or deceased. Both local animal
hospitals were also alerted and all contact numbers provided. An ad was subsequently
placed in the Standard Times and repeated for approximately 30 days. I called the Dog
Officer for updates and asked that she contact me so I could make an appointment to
view any cats in her shelter. My call was never returned. Both veterinary hospitals were
contacted on several occasions to continue posting our missing cat on theit bulletin board.
I observed for myself that New England Animal Hospital did indeed have the information
posted. I called Capeway Hospital and they assured me they would contact me whether a
cat fitting that description was brought there injured or deceased. I assured them I would
be responsible for medical bills should my pet require medical care.

_ After 5 weeks without result, on November 25™ Mrs. Skaar of 74 Green Street called the
Dog Officer to report a cat lingering around her garage acting strange. The Dog Officer
claimed the shelter was full and the cat’s behavior sounded like a female in heat. She
therefore did not respond. On Friday November 26™ a neighbor called Ms. Sheila Dolan
of Chestnut Street, who cares deeply for animals and told her of the cat lingering around
74 Green Street, Ms. Dolan visited 74 Green Street on Friday and saw that the cat
matched the description in the lost and found ad still running in the newspaper. Ms.
Dolan said my cat was alive at that time, responded to her touch but did appear in need of

20
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medical care as soon as possible. After informing the Skaar family that she would return
with the potential owner, Ms. Dolan went home, called the number in the paper and
found it was my address at 85 Laurel Street. She picked up my daughter Lisa, said she
believed she had found our cat and they went to 74 Green Street, just around the corner
from Laurel Street, The Skaar family informed her that they contacted the Dog Officer
again, who came right away and took our pet to Capeway Animal Hospital. They
proceeded immediately to Capeway only to be informed the animal was at the shelter.
They went to the shelter and found it closed. They went back to Capeway and were
informed that Dr. Jayaram had euthanized the cat only moments before. We are talking
minutes here, not hours or days. Our cat was alive at the first visit and no one attempted
to contact family. Both the Dog Officer & Capeway had all the numbers to locate the
owner. Our cat was a 20 1b. declawed, neutered male, charcoal gray with gold eyes and
15 yrs old. Ibelieve it to be unusual for a cat to be that large and yet no one made the
corinection. Capeway apparently has a contract with the Dog Officer to care for all
animals she brings in. I believe the Dog Officer has an obligation to do her best to bring
together missing pets with their owners. Especially in this case, due to the constant
communication our family attempted to maintain without success with the officer in
question, I feel she was derelict in her duty. Her attitude was uncooperative and
disinterested. Our pet may very well have had to be euthanized in his own best interest,
but an attempt to locate the family was never made so that the critical and irreversible
decision to euthanize could have been ours to make.

If in fact a contract does exist between Capeway and the Dog Officer, it is unknown to
most of the taxpayers in the Town of Fairhaven. Most of our efforts would have been
directed in that location had this been known. By entering into this contract Capeway
therefore has accepted an added responsibility to notify family whenever possible. I
believe it was possible in this case. Our pet may have been treatable, maybe not, but they
dropped the ball. I spoke with a young lady at Capeway within the last two weeks
regarding our pet and remarked that you can’t miss him because he is so large and solid
gray in color. His size alone makes it hard to believe that he could fall through the cracks
in your system. The Dog Officer told me she sees 201b gray cats all the time so it’s not
unusual and she can’t be expected to remember every call. Isn’t that why you refer to
your notes? The time frame here was less than 5 weeks, not 5 months.
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I believe disciplinary action and/or termination is warranted against the Dog Officer. She
claimed in a discussion with me on Saturday November 27", that she is unable to keep
track of her notes and does not refer to them for reference. When [ questioned whether or
not she kept a watch on the lost and found in the newspaper, she claimed she is not
required to read, nor does she read them. I believe that should be part of her job
responsibilities. What exactly is her job if not to attempt to match missing pets with their
owners? If she is unable to perform her duty than she needs an assistant or she needs to
be replaced by someone more in tune with communication, responsibility and
compassion.

In order for my daughter Lisa to bring our pet to another facility for cremation, the Dog
Officer informed her she must pay the $40.00 hospital bill. Interesting how qmckiy
ownership proved beneficial to them.

I am therefore requesting that a closed hearing be scheduled between all parties as soon
as possible to address this unfortunate incident. I will await your response.

Yours truly, p
o

/ oA SO I A e
Diane Hanrahan
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To: The Board of Selectmen 70 PN A
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From: Karen Jachna
Animal Control

Re: Compilaint of Diane Hanrahan

On Thursday November 25, 2004, Thanksgiving day | was paged by Fairhaven P.D. in
regards to a cat | called and spoke with Elsie Skaar from 74 Green St. She told me that
there was a cat hanging around for about 2 hours. It was meowing, rolling and crawling.
She said she did not know much about cats and did not know why it would be doing this.
. She had never seen the cat before. | told her that by what she is describing it could be a
female cat in heat. | instructed her to not feed the cat and when it was ready it would
probably move on. | told her that because there are no laws that pertain to stray cats we
do not just pick them up when they have only been in the area for a short time. If they
are sick or injured they will get picked up. | told her at this time the shelter is full and we

are not accepting any cats.

On Friday November 26, 2004 | was paged by Fairhaven P.D. at 11:00am in regards to
74 Green St. on the cat. | called Elsie Skaar again and she stated that it was not going
away so she let it stay in her garage for the night. She stated that today it looked much
worse. | told her that | would be right over and if she was going out to just leave her in a
closed box outside the garage. When | arrived a short time later | placed the catin a
carrier. | spoke with Elsie Skaar who stated they were allergic to cats but they did let

it stay in the garage. She asked what would happen to the cat. | told her | was taking it to
Capeway Vet to be examined and we would go from there. | could not say for sure what
would happen. She told me that she had told a neighbor and that someone had been
over earlier to look at the cat but did not know if it was their friends cat because they did
not know what it fooked like. Mrs.Skaar did not know who had looked at the cat.

Once at Capeway Vet. | spoke with Dr. Jayaram. She examined the cat immediately.
The cat was a gray male. It was obvious that it was emaciated, dehydrated, eyes sunken
in and smelled like diesel fuel. Upon further examination it was determined that is had
cataracts and was turning yellow and was unable to walk. The head was also bopping
showing signs of a possible nuerological problem. The cat was suffering and in pain and
without further immediate treatment the cat would continue to suffer. 1t would have
been inhumane to keep this cat alive any longer. It was determined the cat was old, had
missing teeth and was declawed. It had no collar, no tags or any distinguishing features.
The cat was euthanized. | then took it back to the shelter.




At 11:55 ami | was paged by Fairhaven P.D. and told to call a Lisa Ciszewski in regards
to her cat. It was not clear on how she was informed of the cat. | called her and
explained to her what had happened. She asked if it would be possible to see the cat. |
told her | was across the street and | would meet her at the shelter if she could come by -
now. She identified the cat as hers. | asked her if she wanted me to take care of the cat
or if she wanted to make arrangements to cremate him. She said she would like to do
that because she had her other 2 cats cremated. | asked her if she had a vet and she
said New England Animal Hospital. | told her I could take the cat over there if she
wanted but she said no it was her cat and she wouldl do it. | asked her to meet me at
Capeway and she could speak to the Doctor. | told her if there was a bill for the exam
she would have to take care of that. | then placed the cat in the trunk of the car for her.

Once at Capeway Vet. Dr. Jayaram spoke with Lisa and explained her findings. Lisa
stated at the end it was her cat and then her mothers and now she has to call herin
Florida and tell her. At this point | left and she continued to speak with the doctor.

On Saturday | happened to just check the answering service and there was a call from
Diane Hanrahan. | called her, the phone connection was bad, she stated she was on her
cell phone. | explained everything to her but she felt that myself and Capeway should of
known it was her cat and called her first before doing anything to her cat. | told her the
cats well being is considered first. | do not look at phone logs first when an animal is
suffering and in need of medical treatment. | did have her information. Two calls were
made by her daughter with all the information and | believe | spoke with her daughter

on one ocassion (10/20 & 10/25). The next call was from Diane Hanrahan with the cat
information and that she would run an ad in the newspaper (11/4) No other calls were
recieved, no picture flyers were recieved, Diane Hanrahan said the Skaars knew who
owned the cat. They did not. They had no information. | told her that I did refer to phone
logs all the time but not while | am at a vet with a suffering animal. There was no
reasoning with her. | apologized and told her | was sorry for her loss. She stated she
would still be contacting The Selectmen.

In talking with Dr. Jayaram | was informed later that she knew the story on how the cat

got out. According to Lisa Ciszewski (Diane Hanrahan's daughter) her husband always
lets the cat out when he goes outside to smoke. The cat wandered off and they thought

it would come back.

The cat id declawed which means it has no front claws. It is disabled. It cannot defend .
itself in any way. It cannot climb trees to get away from predators. It can no longer
protect itself. It can only run. This cat was declawed, had cataracts, was overweight and
had missing teeth. How can a responsible pet owner get this animal go outside. An
animal is an animal. They are unpredictable. They can change their behavior patterns at
anytime. Blame for this animal being euthanized should not be placed on myself or

Dr. Jayaram. We did our job. If this cat was properly cared for by their owners this whole.
event would not have taken place.




| contacted Aminal Rescue League Law Enforcement and | want the Board to know the
following: if Dr. Jayaram did not give that animal immediate medical attention she could
have suffered criminal consequences. And if | had asked her to hold off on medical
treatment while | attempted to search my notes and make phone calls looking for an
owner i also could have been criminally charged. | believe this is something neither one
of us wants to risk. This is why we did our job in the proper manner. Citizens may not
like everything we do but we are asked to do a job to the best of our ability. | believe that
| did my best and | believe Capeway Vet and Dr. Jayaram did their best.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Jachna ~Animal Control

col Drani  Harsrehan \'-'J\’t\uk(
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Suggested Policy Changes for Animal Control Officer

1. Require Animal Control and Capeway Veterninary Hospital to monitor lost
and found in local newspapers, on websites, etc.

2. Citizens should be made aware that a contract to receive animals from Animal
Control is in place with Capeway Veterinary Hospital so they can concentrate
their efforts in the proper direction.

3. Laws pertaining to the length an animal is held at the shelter should be the
same for both cats and dogs. Established hours for viewing at the shelter
should be designated.

4. A volunteer program should be implemented to ensure that the best possible -
effort be made to reunite owners and lost pets. Volunteers could be useful to
organize a system that would make it possible to cross check names, phone
numbers, etc. with descriptions on file. Perhaps they could also work in
conjuction with the contractual animal hospital, They could be available to
cover the viewing hours at the shelter mentioned above.

5. A working relationship between Animal Control in neighboring towns as well
as local agencies should be established to aid in the effort to local owners, find
adequate homes, etc.




Date: [112) |0[7) 12]0]0]4]

Investigative Agency: (DIEA]
Case Number;_R3-05-0014

U.S. Department of Justice Application for Transfer of Federally Forfeited
' {For Use By United States Law Enforcement Agencies

For Pederal Use Only ' ' (For Additional Information - See Instructions)

© All assets transferred must be used for the faw enforcement purpose

Asset stated in the request.

Seizure Date: 11-30-2004 -~ - - - - ® Deadline for submission of this reqiest is sixfy (60) days following
the seizure. _
Judicial District: ANCAL

Case Type:  Adoptio Joint [ (Check O ® The requesting agency will be responsible for reimbursing the
ase 1yp option [] i (Check One) Federaquovernmentits costs and map be responsible, inasingglc_-

asset case, for reimbursing the federal share,

IL Requesting Agency - Fairhaven Police Department

Address: 1 Bryant Lane
' Fairhaven, Mass.02719
02719

NCIC Code: [M|afojol3l0]7]0]0]

Contact Person: Det. Glenn Souza Telephone Number: (508 985-8410

I, Asset Requested $24, 000.00 [J Other assets in the case. (Attach liét).
Property Description ' ' Request Type
$24,000.00 U.S. Currency : O 1tem @Cash/Proceeds. __ 80g

! .

IV, Specific Intended Law Enforcement Use:
Salaries : Purchase of Equi'pment [ Other (Please Explain):

Purchase of Vehicles [] Place Into Official Use
(If other than Cash)

V. Contributions (If any answer to A thru E is yes, provide details in Part VI) Yes

Did your agency originate the information leading to the seizure?
Were any other assets seized under state law?

Were extraordinary expenses incurred?

o =R e

Did your agency supply any unique or indispensable assistance?

OE O O=
OB B3

( % Are there any assets located in foreign countries associated with this case 7

F. How many hours were ex‘peﬁded?.& hours

FORM DAG-7
DEC. 90



Office of the Superintendent
FAIRHAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
( ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

Patricia H. Ansay, Ed.D. |O .

Superintendent of Sckools
128 Washington Street

Fairhaven, MA 02719
Phone: 508-979-4000, Fax: 508-979.4149

Ralph W. Tripp, 11T
TTY: 508-992-8542

Assistant Superintendent
Special Education/Pupil Services
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TO: Board of Selectmen A
3 Town of Fairhaven o
FROM:  Patricia H, Ansay, Ed.D., Supérintenden%%/,
DATE: Decemberl0, 2004

SUBJECT: Electricity collaborative

At its meeting of Wednesday,
that I contact the Board of Se
interested in sending a rep

December 8, 2004, the School Committee requested
res
town-wide purchase of electri

lectmen to inquire whether the Board would be
entative to meet with school officials to discuss a
city through a collaborative,

kig

cc: School Committee

Mr. Edmond Goulare

“...we shall provide each and every chitd with the values, knowledge, and skill needed to ach{'eve
contribute actively to the civic and economic life of our diverse and changing democratic sociely.

”

Sull potential in his or her personal and work life and to



