





Fairhaven Board of Selectmen
February 19, 2014 Meeting Minutes




Present: Chairman Charles Murphy, Vice Chairman Robert Espindola, Clerk Geoffrey Haworth, Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Principal Clerk Ashlee Lentini. 

Chairman Charles Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:36 p.m.  The meeting was telecast and video recorded by Government Access and audio recorded by Ashlee Lentini.  

MINUTES

· Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2013 (postponed from February 3rd) meeting, open session.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0).
· Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2013 (postponed from February 3rd) meeting, executive session.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0).
· Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2014 Special Town Meeting, open session.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0).

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT

In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings:

· Thursday, February 20 –
· 7:30-9:00 a.m. – Forum meeting at Buzzards Bay Coalition in New Bedford
· 11:00 a.m. – meeting with Colonial Life Insurance, Co.
· 5:00-7:00pm – Selectmen’s  budget meeting with the Fire, Police, Board of Public Works, and School Departments
· 7:00pm – Finance Committee meeting at the BPW
· Wednesday, February 26 –
· 8:30 a.m. – Retirement Board meeting at the Fairhaven Town Hall
· 12:00pm – Regional Managers meeting at the Fairhaven Town Hall
· Thursday, February 27 –
· 9:00 a.m. – Buzzards Bay Action Committee meeting at Wareham Town Hall

· Monday,  March 3 –
· TBA – District 5 office meeting in Taunton regarding Howland Road and its design issues

CRS/FEMA LETTER

The Board reviewed a letter stating that the Town is interested in participating in the Community Rating System (CRS) so that Town residents will qualify for discounted flood insurance premiums.  The letter names Wayne Fostin as the Town’s CRS Coordinator and asks the Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) to visit the Town and to review our program.  Mr. Fostin will have more information as it becomes available to him.
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the request.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).  Mr. Murphy signed the letter.

BPW - DEFICIT SPENDING

The Board of Public Works asked that the Town approve additional deficit spending for their snow budget in order to purchase sand and materials as well as to make repairs on their equipment.  

Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the request.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).

POLICE CONTRACT PROVISION - EDUCATION 

The Board decided to discuss the Police Contract provision pertaining to education and how it may impact members of the Police Department in Executive Session.
 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

The State of Massachusetts has been meeting with the providers that have been approved to dispense medical marijuana and then contacting the towns that wish to open dispensaries to meet with them.  The State wants to meet with the Town of Fairhaven and show them what is involved in the Town’s participation.  Mr. Osuch said there is an independent meeting (not one scheduled during a Board of Selectmen meeting) scheduled sometime in the second week of March.

CHAIR OF HONOR

The Board met with James Leal, Gerry Payette, and George Brownell regarding the Town’s adopting a Chair of Honor.  The Chair Of Honor is a concept that was started by the veterans’ advocacy group Rolling Thunder, Inc. as a tribute to veterans, especially those missing in action or who are prisoners of war.  Mr. Leal explained that the chair would remain empty in its location at the Town Hall as reminder that they are not forgotten.  Mr. Leal, Mr. Payette, and Mr. Brownell all stressed the importance of remembering those soldiers who never made it home and who are still behind enemy lines in Vietnam and North Korea and wish to adopt the Chair of Honor at no cost to the Town.  The Board thought it was a great idea and thanked them for their idea of bringing the tribute to the Town as well as for their service to veterans.

Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the adoption of a Chair of Honor in the Town of Fairhaven.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).  

COVER PHOTOS FOR 2013 TOWN REPORT

The Board looked over photos submitted by students of Fairhaven High School as well as Frank Rezendes and Christopher Richard to appear on the cover of the 2013 Town Report.  Mr. Murphy and Mr. Espindola would like to find out if Mr. Rezendes has a photo of the new Wood School as well as to get a photo of a painting from Al Benac.  The Board would like to wait and see more photos before a decision is made.  The topic will be revisited at the March 3, 2014 Selectmen’s Meeting.

NEMASKET GROUP 5K WALK/RUN REQUEST LETTER

Mr. Haworth excused himself, citing a business relationship with The Nemasket Group.

The Board read a letter from The Nemasket Group, requesting permission to hold their 5K Walk/Run on Saturday, May 17, 2014.  Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the event, contingent on Police Department approval.  Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was passed with one abstention.  (2-1).

ANIMAL SHELTER DONATIONS 

Mr. Haworth then returned to the meeting.  Mr. Espindola motioned to accept $245 in donations to the Animal Shelter Gift Account (most in memory of Richard Ball).  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0).

UPWELLER DONATION 

At 7:00pm, the Board met with the Shellfish Warden Tim Cox, Seth Garfield from the Northeast Maritime Institute, and Robert Hobson and Frank Coelho of the Shellfish Committee.  Mr. Garfield also works for Cuttyhunk Shellfish Farms and the company is donating an upweller to the Town.  An upweller is a lobster tank that has water pumped into it.  The shellfish in it will feed 24 hours a day on phytoplankton as water is filtered in and out from the small bay by Hoppy’s Landing.  The upweller will not only be used by the NMI, but by Fairhaven High School and Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech students as well as the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts for educational purposes.  Mr. Cox and Mr. Garfield are hoping to get the upweller running in time for the season.  It needs minimal repairs, including a new pump which will be donated by Mr. Cox, who believes that it’s possible to operate the upweller within the budget.   Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the upweller donation.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).


SHELLFISH COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT – VINCENT MANFREDI 

The Board read a written request from Vincent Manfredi to join the Shellfish Committee.  Mr. Murphy stated how beneficial Mr. Manfredi was to the Taylor Seafood discussion.  The Board expressed that he would be an asset to the committee.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the appointment.  Mr. Haworth seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).

SUSAN STAFFON – DOG HEARING

At 7:15, the Board met with Susan Staffon and Animal Control Officer Terry Cripps.  In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws chapter 140, section 157, the Board called the hearing based on complaints from residents of the Ocean Avenue and Grandview Avenue neighborhood as well as from Mr. Cripps.  Mr. Cripps gave his account of the events that occurred on January 28, 2014 at 11am when he was called to capture Ms. Staffon’s two Chocolate Labradors and return them to her home.  The dogs were acting aggressively, baring their teeth, even going so far as to circle his vehicle.  The dogs were then distracted by a resident of Grandview Avenue and jumped on her.  Mr. Cripps was also cornered by one of the two Labradors when attempting to capture one of them.  He stated that the dogs are a public safety risk and a nuisance because the residents of the neighborhood are afraid to go outside or walk their own dogs.  
Ms. Staffon stated that the two (2) Labradors were did not belong to her and that her dogs were not running loose in the neighborhood.  She also indicated that her dogs were friendly and would not attack anyone.  Both ACO Cripps’ account at the hearing and a police report of the incident on January 28, 2014 indicate that the dogs returned to Ms. Staffon’s yard and entered her home when called by a female at the door.  Ms. Staffon had previously appeared before the Board of Selectmen on March 5, 2012 for the same reasons; her two dogs were running loose, threatening, and attacking residents.  At that time, she was ordered to install a fence (which had been done) and to keep the dogs under control and on a leash when they are not in the yard.  Despite the fence being in place, Mr. Cripps stated that the dogs are getting loose because of carelessness.  
 The Board of Selectmen also heard from six (6) residents of the Ocean Ave and Grandview Ave area that Ms. Staffon’s dogs were running loose and acting aggressively.  Mr. Haworth expressed that Ms. Staffon is an irresponsible pet owner and should not have dogs at her home.  The Board stated that they are all pet owners but safety is an issue and they do not want residents being hurt by Ms. Staffon’s dogs.  Ms. Staffon insisted that her dogs were not running loose and that the residents of the neighborhood were antagonizing her dogs.
The Board decided that the two (2) Chocolate Labradors have to be turned over to the Mr. Cripps on Thursday, February 20, 2014 and Ms. Staffon will be given fourteen (14) days to find another home to relocate her dogs in another community with the approval of that community’s Animal Control Officer. She is also to notify the Town of Fairhaven with the name and complete address of the dogs’ new owner and new location.  This information will be provided to the Board of Selectmen and ACO Cripps.  If a new home is not found for them by Monday, March 3, 2014, the Board will discuss what will happen to the dogs at that night’s meeting.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the decision.  Mr. Haworth seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous (3-0) and will be followed up on during the March 3rd meeting.
WENDY GRAVES – TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR COMBINATION

At 7:45pm, the Board met with Treasurer Wendy Graves to discuss combining the Treasurer’s Office and the Tax Collector’s Office upon the retirement of Carol Brandolini this summer.  Ms. Graves believes she would be able to integrate the two offices and both of them would be trained on the clerical duties of the other.  The Board will discuss the matter further and make a decision at the March 3rd meeting.

FIRE UNION AND CLERICAL UNION GRIEVANCES 

Fire Union and Clerical Union grievances were opted to be discussed in Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21.

OLIVER STREET CHICANE REMOVAL 

The Board decided that if the public wants the chicane on Oliver Street removed, it should replaced with a 6-foot rumble strip or a crossover area, which would be less expensive because it uses fewer materials.  Bayside Engineering estimated the cost for a rumble strip to be put in place of the chicane to be $10,000, but because it was a staff estimate and not an official one, Mr. Espindola wanted to wait until an official estimate is given.  The Board will revisit the matter at the March 3rd meeting when more information is given.  

BOUCHARD OIL SPILL RESTORATION

Mr. Espindola stated that the Bouchard Oil Spill Restoration is an $111,000 grant for transplanting shellfish from the Taunton River over a several year period.  The application for this grant is being applied for and handled by the state.  Tim Cox said that he would be speaking at a public hearing on February 20th at Keith Middle School about the project.  The spill impacted towns from Dartmouth to Wareham and Fairhaven was among those hit hardest from it.

NATIONAL MS SOCIETY WALK MS 5K WALK REQUEST LETTER 

The Board read a letter from the National MS Society requesting to hold their Walk MS 5K Walk on Sunday, April 6, 2014.  The Walk will raise funds for new treatments for those afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis.   Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the walk, contingent upon approval from the Police Department.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).

AMY DESALVATORE – CONSERVATION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 

The Board considered the appointment of Amy DeSalvatore to the Conservation Commission.  Ms. DeSalvatore was requesting to become an associate member and requested $115 from the Town to attend a conference for training Commission members.  Mr. Haworth stated that Ms. DeSalvatore is very involved and would be an asset to the Commission.  Mr. Osuch checked the Conservation Committee budget and while there isn’t enough in the Dues & Gathering budget, he believes that there would be some in Contracted Services budget that could cover the cost of attending the conference.  Mr. Haworth stated that he would speak to the Conservation Agent, Wayne Fostin, about the budget and see if that is possible.  Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Amy DeSalvatore to the Conservation Committee.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).
COOK & COMPANY RETIREE DRUG SUBSIDY PROGRAM FOR FY 2015 

The Board read a letter from the Town to be sent to Cook & Company, requesting to remain on their Retiree Drug Subsidy program for Fiscal Year 2015.  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the letter.  Mr. Haworth seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous (3-0) and Mr. Murphy signed the letter.
GOVERNMENT ACCESS EQUIPMENT PURCHASE REQUEST 

The Board read a proposal from Government Access, asking to purchase a portable video switcher, a mixer, and two (2) cameras.  The total amount for purchase and installation of these items is $24,568.50.  There are enough funds in the Government Access budget to make the equipment purchase.  Mr. Espindola explained that the money for the Government Access budget does not come from taxpayers, but from Comcast customers’ subscription fees that are paid back into the Town for Education and Public Access.  He stressed the importance of getting the equipment installed in time for the Annual Town Meeting.  Mr. Espindola motioned to authorize up to $24,568.50 for the purchase and installation of new equipment.  Mr. Haworth seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE OVERLAY 

The Board read a memo from the Assessor’s Office.  After considering outstanding liabilities, the Assessor’s Office wished to transfer the following amounts from overlay to surplus:
· Fiscal Year 2006 - $3,910.34
· Fiscal Year 2009 - $19,999.66
· Fiscal Year 2010 - $36,090
Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the overlay.  Mr. Haworth seconded.  Vote was unanimous (3-0).
OTHER BUSINESS

In Other Business:

· The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen was scheduled for February 20, 2014 at 5pm.  The Board planned to meet with the four (4) major departments; Fire, Police, School, and Board of Public Works to discuss their budgets.
· Economic Summit meeting – The surplus revenue free cash has to contain a certified free cash balance of 4% ($1.8 million) to the General Fund Operating Budget.  Mr. Murphy stressed that the Town focus on its budget and make sure that the $1.8 million is carried over.  Mr. Osuch will have figures for projected costs for Fiscal Year 2016 – Fiscal Year 2019 next week.  They will schedule another budget meeting soon. 

· Mr. Espindola spoke about the Cable Advisory Committee meeting and airing candidate debates on Government Access.  He said that they need to decide who selects the panels for the debates and would like to know who decides the panels. He mentioned the possibility of moving the West Island Improvement Association debate so it is not too close to the election, but wanted to know if the Town had enough in the budget to get Government Access to cover these debates.  Mr. Haworth suggested that the North Fairhaven Improvement Association debate be moved to Hastings Middle School and offered his services as emcee for the debate.  Mr. Murphy suggested that the Cable Advisory Committee could come up with the plan for where the debates are held and the press could submit questions for them, but stressed that he was not going to recommend people to the debate panel.  
   
· Mr. Haworth stressed the importance of removing snow from the sidewalks and from in front of the fire hydrants.  Many places in town did not do a proper job of clearing the snow and it needs to be maintained.

· The Board congratulated Marcy Haaland, Christopher Bettencourt, and Jason Tavares on becoming Fairhaven’s newest police officers.  Mr. Bettencourt received the distinguished 100% Award during his tenure at the police academy for going above and beyond in his training.

· Fire Chief Tim Francis announced that the Town had received a $35,000 grant for a 70,000kW generator on a trailer that will also be used as a regional asset.  It was given by the Homeland Security Council and will be stored at the Board of Public Works.  It will be used if generators in Town buildings fail and will also be loaned out to neighboring towns when they are in need of it.

At 9:04 p.m., Mr. Espindola motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 30A § 21:

· Fire Union Grievance hearing
· Clerical Union Grievance hearing
· Wendy Graves – contract discussion
· Police Contract provision

Mr. Haworth seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reasons, not to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). Roll call vote:  Mr. Espindola in favor.  Mr. Murphy in favor.  Mr. Haworth in favor.


Respectfully,

Ashlee Lentini
Principal Clerk
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