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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

July 7, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice Chairman Geoffrey Haworth, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch, and Administrative Assistant Anne Kakley 
 
Chairman Robert Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:31 
p.m. The meeting was video-recorded and telecast by the Government Access channel and 
audio-recorded by Anne Kakley. 
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2014 meeting, open 
session.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2014 meeting, executive 
session.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Osuch updated the Selectmen on the following meetings: 

 
• Tuesday, July 8 –  

• 3:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water Advisory Committee 
at BPW 

• 4:30 p.m. – Mattapoisett River Valley Water District meeting at 
BPW 

• Tuesday, July 15 –  
• 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. – Fire and Police Headquarters Roof – Architect 

interviews 
• 2:00 p.m. – Insurance Advisory Committee meeting – East Room 

• Wednesday, July 16 –  
• 12:00 p.m. – Managers meeting at the Mattapoisett Town Hall 

• Tuesday, July 22 –  
• 2:00 p.m. – Economic Summit meeting 
• 6:30 p.m. – Selectmen’s Meeting 

 
Also in his report, Mr. Osuch informed the Board that Representative William Straus’ office had 
contacted the Selectmen’s Office with the news that two articles from the May 3, 2014 Annual 
Town Meeting – one that would establish a Town Administrator and one that would abolish the 
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BPW – were on their way to a third reading in the House.  Additionally, the Governor would 
likely be signing the final FY15 budget that day, which reflected about $40,000 additional on the 
Cherry Sheet over FY14. 
 

TOWN INSURANCE 
 
Mr. Osuch presented to the Board an Injured-on-Duty insurance policy in the amount of $2 
million, which he said would create a net increase in the Town’s insurance premium of $8,720 
policy and had a $25,000 deductible and a 250 week payment period.  The extra coverage was in 
response to several surrounding municipalities who have had emergency workers suffer serious, 
debilitating injuries while working. The policy would give the Town a little more coverage than 
what is required under the McNamara Law ($594,000 in coverage with a $25,000 deductible and 
104 week payment period).  Mr. Haworth motioned to purchase the $2 million coverage for 
Injured-on-Duty.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CELL PHONE POLICY 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the Town needed to create a cell phone policy that would discourage 
inappropriate use.  The topic of cell phone use will be on the next agenda. 
 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board read a letter from Pat Bernard, expressing interest in appointment to the Historical 
Commission.  Ms. Bernard is a former Historical Commissioner for the Town of Mattapoisett.  
Mr. Haworth motioned to appoint Ms. Bernard to the Historical Commission.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

DOG PARK COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board read a letter of interest from Tara Schryver, requesting appointment to the Dog Park 
Committee. The Board said that it would like an update on the Dog Park Committee’s progress 
from the co-chairmen of the committee, Laurie Traudt and Carol Tyson.  Mr. Haworth motioned 
to appoint Ms. Schryver. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

BIKEWAY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 
 
The Board read a letter of interest from Gary Lavalette, asking for appointment to the Bikeway 
Committee.  Mr. Haworth motioned to appoint Mr. Lavalette to the Bikeway Committee.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT #4 FOR CDBG 
 
The Board reviewed Contract Amendment #4 for CDBG North Fairhaven Target Area.  Town 
Planner and CDBG Administrator Bill Roth was present.  The contract reflected an increase of 
$2,600 for services from Breezeway Farm Consulting and a contract period extension to 
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September 30, 2014.  Mr. Haworth motioned to approve and sign Contract Amendment #4 for 
CDBG North Fairhaven Target Area. Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
CDBG TARGET DECLARATION 

 
The Board reviewed a target declaration for the North Fairhaven CDBG project.  Mr. Roth said 
that they looked at the quality of all the structures in the target area and over 51% are in fair to 
poor condition.  Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 121B, the Board found sufficient evidence of 
disinvestment and deterioration in the buildings and infrastructure of the North Fairhaven Target 
Area. As such, Mr. Haworth motioned to sign the blight declaration for the North Fairhaven 
Target Area.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

PLANNING INTERN 
 
Mr. Roth informed the Board that Planning Intern Alex McIntosh would be leaving in August 
2014.  He said that he would like to hire one of the finalists for the CDBG Administrative 
Assistant position, Amanda Blais.  He said that Ms. Blais would be a good fit for the intern 
position.  He said that if Ms. Blais could start July 28, there would be enough time for Ms. 
McIntosh to train Ms. Blais.  The paid intern position is funded through a CDBG grant.  Mr. 
Haworth said that he always prefers interviewing paid employees before hiring them.  Mr. 
Murphy agreed, but said that in this case, he would trust Mr. Roth’s judgment.  Mr. Haworth 
motioned to appoint Amanda Blais to Intern for the Planning Department.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

BEER AND WINE ONE-DAY LICENSE – COA 
 
The Board reviewed an application for a one-day beer and wine license for a LGBT supper and 
wine tasting at the Council on Aging. Kaisa Holloway-Cripps, Operations Manager for Running 
Brook Vineyard was present.  Mr. Murphy noted that Ms. Holloway-Cripps was ServSafe 
certified. Mr. Haworth motioned to approve the one-day, beer and wine license for July 23 for 
the event.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

A&A AUTO – VIOLATION MEMO 
 
The Board read a memo from Town Planner Bill Roth regarding a potential car dealer license 
violation at A&A Auto at 196 Huttleston Ave.  The license held by A&A Auto allows for four 
vehicles to be displayed on Map 26, Lot 13M.  According to Mr. Roth, there were at least seven 
vehicles on that lot with a 20-foot setback, and an additional five at the rear of the lot that were 
customer or employee vehicles. 
 
Mr. Roth, who was present, said that it was an enforcement issue.  Mr. Osuch added that it was a 
universal issue, as there are other dealerships in Fairhaven that are violated the limits of their car 
dealer licenses.  
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to hold a car dealer license hearing for A&A Auto at their next meeting 
on July 22.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
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SRPEDD SMMPO 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from SRPEDD, looking for Selectmen interested in being elected to 
the Southeastern Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMMPO), which will be 
responsible for developing transportation policies, priorities and projects within southeastern 
Massachusetts.  After some discussion, Mr. Haworth motioned to nominate Mr. Murphy as a 
candidate for the election.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

WEST ISLAND FISHING PIERS 
 
At 7:15 p.m., the Board met with Doug Cameron of the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, Tim Cox and David Darmofal, for an update on a proposed project to bring fishing 
piers off the West Island causeway.  In a brief presentation, Mr. Cameron showed four different 
configurations in which fishing piers could be placed on the causeway.   
 
Discussion on the depth of water, potential parking issues and safety ensued. Mr. Cameron said 
that there would be signs posted to prohibit diving off the piers, and the plans would include 
improvements to Hoppy’s Landing parking with pea stone and crushed stone.  A State-
sanctioned crosswalk will also be included. The project will require no Town funds, as it will be 
funded by various State agencies. 
 
Mr. Osuch recommended moving the planned crosswalk closer to the parking lot.  Mr. Darmofal 
asked that life rings be included in the decking design.  In response to Mr. Osuch’s concerns 
about litter in the riprap, Mr. Cameron said that trash barrels would be on the piers. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to show support for the next phase of development in the project.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK 
 
At 7:44 p.m., the Board met with Jim Leal and Gerry Payette to hear plans for a Veterans 
Memorial Park in Fairhaven.  Mr. Leal said that the idea came from the Middleboro Veterans 
Memorial Park, which Mr. Payette described as being more “elaborate” than what they had 
planned for Fairhaven. 
 
Mr. Payette said that he would like to enlist the help of combat veterans in the design stage of the 
process, but will need help from the Selectmen in finding a suitable location for the park.  He 
said that he did not want to confuse their efforts with the memorial park on Route 6.  Moreover, 
he said that the park they envisioned would be more accessible than the Route 6 park.  Included 
in possible locations is a section of Cushman Park near Main Street.  Mr. Leal added that he 
would like to see a wall at the memorial park, with the name of every Fairhaven resident killed in 
action from the Revolutionary War to present. 
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Mr. Haworth motioned to show support for the project.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

COMMUNITY ACCESS TELEVISION STUDIO 
 
At 7:55 p.m., the Board met with Barbara Acksen of the Cable Advisory Committee (CAC).  
Ronnie Medina, also of the Cable Advisory Committee, was unable to attend the meeting. Mr. 
Espindola is also a member of the CAC. 
 
At a previous meeting, the CAC had discussed plans with the Selectmen to bring a Community 
Access television studio to the Town with the use of cable Public/Education/Government (PEG) 
funds.  In that discussion, they had explored the possibility of creating a non-profit entity by 
which the Public Access would be managed.  
 
The CAC had developed more of a plan to use PEG funds, which have amassed to $600,000 over 
years of not having Public Access programming.  Mr. Espindola presented plans to create a 
studio at the EMA building at 150 Sconticut Neck Road.  See Attachment A for the proposal.  
Funding would come from the PEG fund, said Mr. Espindola.  To start, he asked the Board to 
authorize the expenditure of $2,400 from the PEG funds, for the purpose of creating a Town 
survey on the satisfaction of cable services to Town residents, and to employ the legal services of 
Epstein and August to advise the Selectmen in the formation of a non-profit. 
 
Mr. Haworth said that he had wanted more information on why a non-profit formation was 
important in the process.  Mr. Espindola said that he wanted to answer that question, and that is 
why he was looking to expend the PEG funds on an expert opinion. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked if they were certain that they could expend PEG funds on a survey.  Mr. 
Espindola said that he was not sure, but that they could consult with Town Counsel on that 
question. 
 
John Roderiques was recognized by the Chairman.   He said that the Town’s current contract 
with Comcast should be reviewed by Town Counsel so he can advise whether or not the Town 
may use the PEG account for such activities. Mr. Roderiques added that the expenditure of PEG 
funds may require a Town meeting appropriation. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Haworth motioned to authorize Town Counsel to review the contract 
advise the Board on if they could use the PEG account for legal services and a survey.  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

TAYLOR AQUACULTURE RENEWAL 
 
At 8:13 p.m., the Board met with Rod Taylor of Taylor Aquaculture.  Mr. Taylor was in front of 
the Board to request a three-year lease renewal for his existing 35-acre aquaculture farm in the 
area northwest of West Island. 
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To start, Mr. Taylor explained that he had been issued an Enforcement Order from the 
Conservation Commission in response to a pile of shells that he had left on his beach on Goulart 
Memorial Drive.  He has cleaned up the shells and restored the beach to its original condition 
and he said that the Enforcement Order was lifted. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that Mr. Taylor’s business building on Goulart Memorial Drive is in bad 
condition and is a subject of concern to West Island residents.  Mr. Taylor explained that he has 
plans to create a shellfish hatchery facility at that location, and for that reason, he does not want 
to invest too much in rehabbing the building, as it will be razed.  He estimated that construction 
on the hatchery, barring permits, would begin in the spring of 2015.  He said that his original 
investors in the hatchery had withdrawn their support.  He had since obtained new investors, but 
he feared that a failure to renew his aquaculture lease would cause them to withdraw support as 
well. 
 
Mr. Espindola read into record a letter from West Island resident William Yukna.  See 
Attachment B. 
 
Discussion ensued on the condition of the Taylor Seafood building.  Mr. Taylor said that he piles 
his buoys at that location, dries out nets, etc.  He said that he has made efforts to improve the 
appearance of the property. He claimed that some of the equipment shown in pictures submitted 
by Mr. Yukna did not belong to Taylor Seafood. 
 
Robert Hobson was recognized by the Chairman. Mr. Hobson said that there was a problem with 
a clear property line between Mr. Taylor’s property and the Town property.  He agreed with Mr. 
Taylor that some of the equipment belonged to others.  Likewise, Mr. Taylor has some upweller 
rafts on Town land. 
 
Discussion included the possibility of approving a lease extension of three months to give Mr. 
Taylor time to clean up his property.  Mr. Haworth asked what Mr. Taylor could accomplish in a 
short period of time.  Mr. Taylor said that he could move the buoys to the back of the building, 
move nets and ask Earl’s Marina to neaten a pile of traps at the front of the building.  He said 
that he could not repair the roof, but he could perhaps disguise the hole in the roof with painted 
plywood. 
 
Mr. Murphy asked if they would be able to have provisions in the lease renewal requiring the 
restoration and upkeep of the Taylor Seafood building.  Mr. Espindola said that they would meet 
with Town Counsel to make changes to the lease with Taylor Seafood in time for their July 22 
meeting.  They will consider a vote on the changed lease at their August 4 meeting.  Mr. 
Haworth motioned to name Mr. Murphy to serve as the Selectmen representative in the process.  
Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

COMPASSIONATE CARE CLINICS 
 
At 8:46 p.m., the Board met with Shelley Stormo and Holly Carroll, both of Compassionate Care 
Clinics (Brighton Health Advocates).  Ms. Stormo read from a prepared statement about CCC’s 
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recent elimination from the Department of Public Health’s medical marijuana license 
consideration. 
 
Mr. Haworth said that he was not willing to comment on the elimination of CCC from the 
medical marijuana dispensary consideration, because he had not yet read the reasoning behind 
DPH’s decision.  However, he noted that the Town has been very receptive to the idea of hosting 
a medical marijuana facility, and that should be considered. 
 
Mr. Murphy expressed dismay that CCC was eliminated from consideration for a dispensary 
license. He said that the Town has been very clear in its voting that it wants a dispensary and he 
said that he believes medical marijuana will ease pain for a lot of Town residents. 
 
Ms. Stormo said that they would not give up.  They will keep their Pequod Street location leased 
and continue with upkeep.  She requested that the Board consider sending a letter to the DPH 
requesting a meeting to hear more about why CCC was eliminated from consideration for a 
dispensary license. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to send a letter to the DPH requesting a meeting (see Attachment C).  Mr. 
Murphy seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

BPW RECYCLING PROPOSAL 
 
At 9:00 p.m., the Board met with Robert Hobson and Brian Wotton, both of the Board of Public 
Works.  Mr. Hobson and Mr. Wotton presented to the Board of Selectmen a plan to move and 
upgrade the Town’s current recycling operation. 
 
Mr. Wotton said that they were particularly looking into a parcel of land at the rear of 124 Alden 
Road, to be accessed via Bridge Street. See Attachment D for the BPW proposal.  Mr. Wotton 
said that they were looking to get rid of tipping fees, which would save them about $40,000 
annually. 
 
Mr. Haworth called the current recycling center a “mudhole” and said that something definitely 
needed to be done, regardless of whether or not 124 Alden Road would be the selected location. 
 
Mr. Hobson and Mr. Wotton said that they would consider any Town location for a new 
recycling center. 
 
Mr. Osuch said that the rear of 124 Alden with a Bridge Street access point through the old dump 
would not be a good place for a recycling center.  He said that it is under power lines and it 
would require crossing wetlands.  He agreed that there was a need to change the recycling center 
location, but that 124 Alden Road was not the place.  He said that 124 Alden needed to be sold, 
at auction, to the highest bidder. 
 
Mr. Haworth said that if they were not going to consider 124 Alden Road for the recycling 
center, then the Board of Selectmen would need to prioritize collaborating with the Board of 
Public Works to find a new location. 
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CONSERVATION AGENT – TRANSFER REQUEST 

 
At 9:15 p.m., the Board met with Conservation Agent Wayne Fostin and Conservation 
Commission chairman Jay Simmons, to discuss a request for a $1,100 FY14 Reserve Fund 
transfer. 
 
Mr. Simmons said that the Conservation Commission had voted to approve the transfer request.  
The Conservation Agent is a 10-hour per week position, and has always had 47 weeks of pay 
appropriated, with no pay allotted for his five vacation weeks.  Mr. Simmons said that Mr. Fostin 
often ends up working Conservation issues throughout those weeks, in addition to nights and 
weekends. He said that as a result, Mr. Fostin works Conservation issues on some weeks without 
receiving Conservation pay.   
 
Mr. Osuch said that the appropriation has always been 47 weeks, and he said that payment for 
the Conservation Agent has been an issue in the past.  He said that it is a part-time position and 
that approving the transfer would be approving vacation benefits for a part-time employee, which 
would set precedent for other employees. 
 
Mr. Simmons said that the Conservation Agent position should be more than 10 hours a week. 
 
Mr. Espindola said that he did not think that this request was unforeseen and therefore, he did not 
support the request. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to recommend the $1,100 Reserve Fund transfer to the Finance 
Committee.  Mr. Murphy seconded.  Vote carried with one opposition from Mr. Espindola. (2-1). 
 
Mr. Roderiques was recognized by the Chairman.  He said that he was “dumbfounded” as to why 
the Selectmen thought that the Conservation request merited a transfer from the Reserve Fund. 
He argued that the Reserve Fund should only be used for unforeseen items. 
 
At 9:25 p.m., Mr. Murphy left the meeting to go to the hospital for the birth of his first 
grandchild. 
 

124 ALDEN ROAD – LEASE RFP 
 
The Board again met with Shelley Stormo and Holly Carroll to discuss the possibility of putting 
together an RFP for a lease to 124 Alden Road.  Mr. Espindola said that the Town had to start 
moving on the property and that an RFP would take a while.  Mr. Haworth agreed, saying that he 
favored an RFP process.  He said that if CCC were interested in the property, they could always 
bid on it. 
 
Mr. Haworth motioned to send 124 Alden Road to auction, with the auctioneer being J.J. 
Manning, subject to a meeting with Mr. Manning.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote carried.  (2-0).  
Mr. Haworth reiterated that the Board of Selectmen must make every effort to find a new 
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recycling center for the BPW.  Additionally, the Board requested a discussion item for the next 
agenda to hear progress on the Rogers and Oxford Schools from Jim Muse. 
 
 

LETTER FROM WOOD SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 
The Board read a letter from second graders at the Wood School.  In the letter, the children said 
that they were upset to see the Rogers School get vandalized and that they hoped the Town 
would be able to send workers to clean the graffiti. 
 
The Board thanked the children for their letter and said that they would make every effort to 
solve the problem. 
 

HARBORMASTER REQUEST FOR SMART PHONE 
 
The Board read a letter from the Harbormaster, David Darmofal, requesting a smart phone.  Mr. 
Darmofal said that a smart phone would help him respond to emergencies.  Mr. Haworth said 
that he understood the Town had some extra smart phones available.  Mr. Osuch agreed that 
there were some additional smart phones but that the issue was the cost of the plan, not the cost 
of the phone.  He said that he had a plan with Sprint that allowed for 10 smart phones at $49.95 
per month per phone and $16 per month per flip phone. He said that he could not be sure that an 
additional phone would also be $49.95. 
 
Mr. Haworth asked Mr. Osuch to provide to him a breakdown of who currently has a plan with 
the Town and how much it would cost to add a smart phone to the plan. 
 

BEACH ACCESS REQUEST FROM EPA 
 
The Board read a letter of request from EPA to access property at Beach Street and Rear 
Sycamore Street.  See Attachment E.  Mr. Haworth motioned to authorize the Chairman to sign 
the document allowing access.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote carried.  (2-0). 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT VACANCIES 
 
The Chairman read a memo from Police Chief Michael Myers, informing the Board that there 
would soon be two vacancies on the Police force with the transfer of Kevin Viveiros to another 
department and the retirement of Stephen Gwozdz.  Mr. Haworth thanked Officers Viveiros and 
Gwozdz for their service to the Town. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In Other Business: 
 

• Mr. Espindola thanked everyone involved in the July 4 activities 
• Mr. Haworth said that the Town enjoyed a beautiful day for the 2014 Homecoming Fair 
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• Mr. Haworth said that the Charles W. Morgan would be leaving the next day from the 
New Bedford port 

• Mr. Haworth thanked all the emergency workers who responded to the substantial 
flooding on July 4. The New Bedford/Fairhaven area saw between six and eight inches of 
rain 

• Ms. Kakley reminded the public to not leave emergency messages on the Selectmen’s 
Office voicemail, as the messages are not checked outside of office hours 

• Mr. Haworth said that the Town still needed volunteers to serve on the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee and the Capital Planning Committee.  He asked Ms. Kakley to send 
out reminders to departments 

 
At 10:00 p.m., Mr. Haworth motioned to enter Executive Session, pursuant to M.G.L. Ch 30A § 
21: 

• To discuss strategy with respect to 61A, right of first refusal – New Boston Road 
• To discuss strategy with respect to potential litigation – health insurance settlement 
• To discuss strategy with respect to the Fire Union contractual language 
• To discuss strategy with respect to the Fire Union – personnel request 

 
Mr. Espindola seconded the motion to enter Executive Session for the aforementioned reasons, 
not to reconvene into open session afterward.  Vote carried.  (2-0). Roll call vote:  Mr. Espindola 
in favor.  Mr. Haworth in favor.   
 
Respectfully, 

 

Anne Kakley 

Administrative Assistant 
Board of Selectmen  
(Minutes approved 7/22/2014) 
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Town of Fairhaven 
Massachusetts 

Office of the Selectmen 
40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 
 

Tel: (508) 979-4023 
Fax: (508) 979-4079 

selectmen@Fairhaven-MA.gov 
 
 
July 7, 2014 
 
Ms. Karen Van Unen 
Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
Department of Public Health 
Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality 
Medical Use of Marijuana Program 
99 Chauncy Street, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA 02111 
 

Ms. Van Unen: 
 
On behalf of the residents of Fairhaven, we are writing to express our great concern and disappointment 
with the Department’s decision to deny to Compassionate Care Clinics (Brighton Health Advocates) a 
license to operate a registered marijuana dispensary in our community. 
 
Our town boards, numerous individual town employees, town department heads and our Town Meeting 
spent countless hours developing a collaborative relationship with the principals of Compassionate Care 
Clinics (CCC) and have a very good sense of their personal and professional integrity and are committed 
to the core mission of helping patients struggling with difficult and debilitating illnesses. 
 
The Department’s denial letter is at odds with what we believed was a collaborative process between the 
applicant, the host community and the DPH. Had this been a collaborative process, the Department would 
have worked with its successful Phase 2 applicants to help them resolve remaining issues and build an 
even stronger relationship with their host communities. 
 
Based on the “green light” given by the Department, CCC executed a building lease, started its build-out 
and even began a process to create additional space as the dispensary began to expand its patient base. 
Our town boards and town employees were directly involved in all of that activity. 
 
CCC principals attended weekly board meetings and answered every question put to them. They met with 
local police and fire departments to get their input on operational fire and safety issues and won both of 
those department’s endorsements. They collaborated with the planning board to get zoning approval for 
an RMD in Fairhaven, which was overwhelmingly approved by the residents of Fairhaven in the special 
town meeting. 
 
The process you set into motion under this law puts a tremendous burden on those communities willing to 
invest in an applicant. We did so because we believed – and continue to believe – in CCC and the 
company’s leadership. We were convinced that this would be an asset to this community and that CCC’s 
non-profit model would disperse as much as 35 percent of its net income for community drug and alcohol 

Robert Espindola, Chairman 
Geoffrey A. Haworth II 

Charles K. Murphy 
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Compassionate Care Clinics 
July 7, 2014 
- Page 2-  
education, a pledge that they made publicly.  That is not a company diverting excessive profits away from 
the community or the non-profit entity. 
 
We would like to request a meeting with your senior staff and a representative of our town to ask that the 
Department work with CCC to cure those outstanding issues to the Department’s satisfaction and then 
reverse the Department’s decision. We have a very strong applicant and a future business in CCC and we 
want them to become a part of this community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  

 
 

       Sincerely, 
        
 
  
       Robert Espindola  
       Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

Chairman 
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