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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

June 6, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Select Board Chairman Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Vice Chairman Robert J. Espindola, 
and Clerk Daniel Freitas; Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Anne 
O’Brien. 
 
Mr. Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:32 p.m.  The 
meeting was audio recorded by the Selectmen’s Office and video recorded by the Government 
Access channel.    
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the May 23, 2016 meeting, open 
session.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the May 23, 2016 meeting, executive 
session.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2016 meeting, open 
session.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to release the minutes of the February 9, 2015 executive session 
meeting, as redacted. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to release the minutes of the February 23, 2015 executive 
session meeting, as redacted. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to release the minutes of the February 27, 2015 executive 
session meeting, as redacted. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
In his report, Mr. Rees and Ms. O’Brien revealed the completion of a Town/Commonwealth 
project to digitize over 100 years of Fairhaven town reports.  The task was managed at no cost to 
the Town through Digital Commonwealth. 
 

ZBA VACANCY 
 
The Board noted that there was a vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals for one associate, 
three-year term.  The Board set a deadline of June 16 at noon for applications.  
 
Rene Fleurent was recognized.  Mr. Fleurent said that he would like to be given the opportunity 
to serve on the ZBA again. 
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EPA ACCESS REQUEST 
 
The Board reviewed two requests from the EPA to gain access to the shoreline in the Oxford 
Village area for the purposes of testing soil for PCBs on Town land. See Attachment A. 
 
Per request of Mr. Murphy, the abutters were notified of the EPA’s request to access land in the 
Oxford Village area, and informed that the matter would be discussed at the Selectmen’s meeting 
on June 6. 
 
Karen Vilandry was recognized.  She claimed that the timing was too soon for testing, and that 
the time of year was not good for remediation if PCBs are found. She said she thought the Board 
should invite the EPA to an upcoming meeting to discuss the sampling before agreeing to sign 
the land access permission. 
 
Town Planner Bill Roth said that the EPA needs to get the sampling done to provide data for 
their multi-year project, and that they would share the results with the public. 
 
Bill Cusson of 2 Oxford Street was recognized. He said that approximately eight months ago, the 
EPA contacted the individual homeowners in the area, requesting permission to access their 
properties and test the soil.  He said that the individuals had not given permission to the EPA out 
of fear that the EPA would have to remediate the soil if PCBs were found, and that the process of 
remediation would be disruptive. 
 
Nina Bonnoyer of 7 Oxford Street was recognized.  Ms. Bonnoyer said that the harbor dredging 
has been a “nuisance since day one”. She said that the dredging takes place “24/7” and that she 
cannot eat anything from her fruit bushes or herb garden. 
 
Mr. Rees said that the land access agreement with the EPA is something that the Board of 
Selectmen has approved in the past as a part of the harbor clean-up. He said that the Board could 
approve the agreement that evening with stipulations in regards to the clean-up. 
 
Mr. Espindola said that he favored approving the request for the purposes of gathering data. Mr. 
Rees added that the results could be placed on the Town website. 
 
Mr. Freitas said that he did not have an objection to the EPA doing hand-digging, but that he 
wanted a schedule of their upcoming anticipated activities, and would like the Town to create an 
email database for those concerned with updates on the project. 
 
William Potter was recognized.  He said that the project has hurt property values in the 
neighborhood of Oxford Village. 
 
Jay Simmons of 14 Oxford Street was recognized. He said that he agreed with his neighbors, that 
the project has been invasive. 
 
The Board invited the public to submit their questions for the EPA in relation to the sampling by 
June 10.  Mr. Espindola motioned to pass over the land access request from the EPA until the 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – June 6, 2016 Open Session – 3 

 

questions are received from the public and answered by a representative of the EPA and to invite 
the EPA to a future meeting of the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 
 

HASTINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECT 
 
Mr. Rees said that there is a clause in the Town Meeting approval of the Hastings Middle School 
Roof project that allows the Board of Selectmen to appoint a committee to oversee the project.  
Mr. Rees said that, because it is a small project, he would recommend a committee of three 
people: himself, the School Superintendent Robert Baldwin and former Executive Secretary 
Jeffrey Osuch.  Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint the three aforementioned people to the 
Hastings Middle School Roof Project Committee.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 
(3-0). 
 

DETECTIVE CUDMORE HONORS 
 
At 7:24 p.m., the Board met with Police Chief Michael Myers and Detective Glenn Cudmore to 
hear about a recent recognition of Det. Cudmore from the office of Carmen Ortiz, U.S. Attorney 
for the district of Massachusetts.  See Attachment B. 
 
Chief Myers said that Det. Cudmore has been assigned to a drug enforcement agency in New 
Bedford and has done exceptional work there. 
 
The Board thanked Det. Cudmore for his achievements and Mr. Murphy thanked the family of 
Det. Cudmore for the family time that they have had to sacrifice for the good of the community. 
 
Det. Cudmore also thanked the Fairhaven Police Department for their role in contributing 
information and assistance to his agency. 
 

DELEGATION OF CH 125 ENFORCEMENT 
 
Mr. Rees said that the Board of Selectmen should officially charge an employee to act as the 
enforcement agent for Section 125 of the Town bylaws (auto repair and sales).  He recommended 
the Board charge Building Commissioner Wayne Fostin to serve as the enforcement agent. 
 
The Board was supportive of the request.  Mr. Espindola motioned to name Mr. Fostin the 
enforcement agent for bylaw Chapter 125. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In other business: 

• Mr. Espindola said he would like to ask the organizers of the SRPEDD Good Energy 
program to come in and discuss the energy aggregation program at a future meeting. 

• Mr. Murphy thanked the organizers of the Memorial Day parade. 
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• Mr. Murphy congratulated Fairhaven High School graduates; over $3.8 million was 
awarded in scholarships to the Class of 2016. 

• Mr. Espindola thanked all of the high school graduates who have chosen to enlist into the 
military. 

 
 
At 7:47 p.m. Mr. Espindola motioned to enter Executive Session pursuant to MGL ch. 30a 
section 21, for collective bargaining and contract negotiations (Town Administrator and Town 
Accountant).  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Murphy in 
favor. Mr. Espindola in favor.  Mr. Freitas in favor. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Anne O’Brien 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 06/20/2016 
 



Attachment A













From: Myers, Michael
To: Anne O"Brien
Subject: Detective Cudmore
Date: Friday, June 3, 2016 2:29:13 PM
Attachments: cudmoreawards.pdf

Anne,

 The following is what was in the weekly report and attached is the write up from the US
Attorney’s Office.

- .  Detective Cudmore is currently assigned to the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration Task Force.  Wednesday afternoon, Detective Cudmore was
presented with two awards from United States Attorney Carmen Ortiz at the
Federal Depository in Boston for two major investigations he completed.  The
first involved a major drug dealer by the name of Francisco Monteiro, who was
running a heroin trafficking ring.  After an extensive investigation, Monteiro was
convicted of heroin trafficking and drug robbery and sentenced to 21 years in
federal prison.  The second case involved a disgraced and disbarred former
attorney by the name of Edward Boyer, who was having millions of dollars’
worth of marijuana shipped to our area from California.  Boyer was convicted of
drug trafficking and sentenced to nine years in federal prison.  Detective
Cudmore was one of the main investigators in both cases who earned much
deserved praise from the U.S. Department of Justice, as well as the continued
respect from our department.

-

Michael J. Myers
Chief of Police
Fairhaven Police Department
1 Bryant Lane
Fairhaven, Ma 02719
508-997-7421 Work
508-997-3147 Fax
chief@fairhavenpolice.org

This electronic message and any files attached hereto contain confidential or privileged information
from the Fairhaven Police Department. This information is intended to be for the use of the
individuals or entities to whom it is addressed only. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please delete all electronic copies of this
message and attachments thereto, if any, destroy any hard copies you may have created, and notify
me immediately by reply email.

Attachment B
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