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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

May 23, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Select Board Chairman Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Vice Chairman Robert J. Espindola, 
and Clerk Daniel Freitas; Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Anne 
O’Brien. 
 
Mr. Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:39 p.m.  The 
meeting was audio recorded by the Selectmen’s Office and video recorded by the Government 
Access channel.    
 

MINUTES 
 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2016 meeting, open 
session, with one amendment. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2016 meeting, open 
session, with one amendment. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Rees said that he had met with the Cable Advisory Committee to talk about short-term and 
long-term issues and goals for Government Access.  Mr. Rees said that he suggested turning the 
Government Access director position into a 20-hour a week position, and for the committee to 
work with the Town’s cable consultant to come up with a job description for the Select Board’s 
approval at a later meeting. 
 
Also, Mr. Rees recommended the Chairman set a May 27 meeting of the Board of Selectmen at 
5:00 p.m. for the purposes of setting a warrant for a June 30, 2016 Special Town Meeting.  
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Mr. Espindola motioned to set the following Selectmen’s meeting schedule for the remainder of 
2016: 

• July 11 
• August 8 
• August 29 
• September 19 
• October 3 
• October 17 
• November 7 
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• November 21 
• December 5 
• December 19 

 
Mr. Freitas seconded the motion to set the meeting schedule.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
 
The Board read an invitation from Kathleen Clement of the Memorial Day Parade Committee, 
requesting the Board’s attendance and participation at the annual Memorial Day Parade on May 
30.  Mr. Espindola motioned to accept the invitation. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 
 

USE OF TOWN HALL AUDITORIUM 
 
The Board reviewed a request from Millicent Library children’s librarian Jane Murphy to reserve 
the Town Hall auditorium for library events on June 30 (9:00 a.m. to noon “Alex the Jester”) and 
August 3 (9:00 a.m. to noon “Teddy Bear Parade” back-up).  Mr. Espindola motioned to approve 
the use of the Town Hall auditorium as requested on those dates. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

WELCOME AND ROCKLAND STREET ACCEPTANCES 
 
The Board received official street acceptance mylar sheets for Welcome Street (south of Route 6) 
and Rockland Street from Town Planner Bill Roth.  The streets were accepted at the May 7, 2016 
Annual Town Meeting.  Mr. Espindola motioned to accept and sign the acceptances for 
Welcome Street (south of Route 6) and Rockland Street.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous.  (3-0). 
 

HASTINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECT 
 
Mr. Rees said that the Board would need to authorize the Chairman to sign any and all 
documents associated with the Hastings Middle School roof project and its MSBA 
reimbursement. Mr. Espindola motioned to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign any and 
all documents related to the Hastings Middle School roof project and its MSBA reimbursement.  
Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

SEAPORT COUNCIL FUNDING 
 
The Board met with Bill Roth to discuss a grant application to Seaport Council for continued 
work on Union Wharf. Mr. Roth said that he would be applying for $950,000 in the grant 
application, and a 20 percent match is required; however, previously allocated funds on the 
project may be applied to the 20 percent match consideration.  The grant application will be for 
the west side of Union Wharf only.  Mr. Espindola motioned to authorize Mr. Roth to submit the 
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grant and authorize the Town Administrator to sign all document related to the application.  Mr. 
Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

GNB CLIMATE SURVEY 
 
At 7:00 p.m., the Board met with Jim O’Brien, Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational 
Technical High School Superintendent, and Randy Durrigan, School Board member to the same, 
to discuss a recent “climate survey” conducted at their school. See Attachment A.  The project 
was overseen by Brown University’s “Education Alliance” Executive Director Maria Pacheco. 
 
As a result of the survey, recommendations were put into place at the school to foster a positive 
environment. A Diversity Committee and Communication Committee were established, and 
reach out efforts were enacted. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. O’Brien for his efforts and for communicating his activities to the Board. 
 

RANDY DURRIGAN REAPPOINTMENT 
 
Mr. Durrigan’s term on the GNB Vocational School Board expired May 31, 2016.  Mr. Murphy 
noted that Mr. Durrigan’s reappointment would be made by the Town Moderator, the School 
Committee chairperson, and the chairman of the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Murphy read letters 
from the Town Moderator and School Committee Chairperson (see Attachment B), giving their 
support to another term for Mr. Durrigan.  Mr. Murphy said it was unanimous with his vote as 
well and Mr. Durrigan was therefore appointed to another four-year term on the GNB Vocational 
High School Board. 
 

PILOT AGREEMENT – BLUE WAVE CAPITAL 
 
The Board reviewed a PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) agreement between the Town of 
Fairhaven and Blue Wave Capital for a solar array at 211 Mill Road. Town Meeting approved 
the authorization for the PILOT, and Town Counsel has reviewed it. Mr. Espindola motioned to 
authorize the chairman to sign the PILOT.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 

ROUTE 6 – LETTER FROM FIRE CHIEF 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from the Fire Chief Timothy Francis, stating that State 
Representative William Straus was instrumental in intervening on a Route 6 Opticom system 
install that was not adequately completed by MassDOT.  As a result of Rep. Straus’ actions, 
MassDOT was able to find the funding and time to complete the project as originally promised, 
making Route 6 safer for travelers. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Francis and Rep. Straus for their attention to the matter.  Mr. Rees 
volunteered to write a letter of thanks on behalf of the Board of Selectmen to Rep. Straus. 
 
 
 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen – May 23, 2016 Open Session – 4 

 

TEAM NOAH 
 
At 7:30 p.m., the Board met with Victor Fernandes, Christine Fernandes, and MaryJo Lima of 
Project Noah to discuss plans to build a fully accessible playground for handicapped children, to 
be located on Pope’s Island. 
 
The project started four years ago, when Mr. and Ms. Fernandes realized there was a serious 
need for handicap-accessible playgrounds in the area, for their handicapped son Noah. They have 
met with the mayor of New Bedford and gotten his approval, and they are hoping to break 
ground in September. 
 
The Board was supportive of the project and offered their assistance in making the playground a 
reality.  The marketing department for Project Noah will contact the Selectmen’s Office to share 
its material for re-distribution. 
 

ANNUAL REAPPOINTMENTS 
 
The annual reappointments were completed thusly: 
 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Al Benac to Art Curator with a term expiration of 
May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Pam Davis, Ronald Manzone, and Ellis Withington to 
Board of Assessors with a term expiration of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Gary Lavalette, Wayne Oliveira, Vicki Paquette, 
Beverly Rasmussen and Rita Rodericks to the Beautification Committee with a term 
expiration of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Lee Baumgartner, Al Benac, Doug Brady, Kathy 
Groh, Nils Isaksen, Jacqueline Kenworthy, Debra Lambalot, Susan Loo, John Medeiros, 
Helena Oliveira, and John Rogers to the Bell Committee with term expirations of May 
31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Joyce Barrett, Lois Callahan, Matthew Coes, Robert 
Espindola, Rene Fleurent, Joseph Mello, Kenneth Pottel, William Roth, Geoffrey 
Sullivan and Jeffrey Wotton to the Bikeway Committee with term expirations of May 31, 
2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Joseph Borelli to a full membership on the Board of 
Appeals with a term expiration of May 31, 2021. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Jaime DeSousa and Alberto Silva to associate 
membership on the Board of Appeals with term expirations of May 31, 2019.  Mr. Freitas 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Barbara Acksen, Robert Espindola, Ronald Medina, 
Michele Merolla, and John Methia to the Cable Advisory Committee, with term 
expirations of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
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• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Andrew Tillett to the Capital Planning Committee 
with a term expiration of May 31, 2019.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-
0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Louise Barteau and Geoffrey Haworth to the 
Conservation Commission with a term expiration of May 31, 2019.  Mr. Freitas 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Steven Borges, Matthew Botelho, Pamela Bourgault, 
Michael Bouvier, Richard Ferreira, Timothy Garcia, Robert Jones, Kevin Kobza, Eileen 
Lowney, Lawrence Machado, Scott McGarty, David Miller, John Serpa, Harve Vandal, 
and Milan Whitaker to constables for the Town of Fairhaven with terms expiring May 31, 
2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Jack Oliveira and Elaine O’Neill to Council on Aging 
associates with terms expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Michael Luey, Sara Salem and Susan Sylvia to the 
Cultural Council with terms expiring on May 31, 2019. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Donna Baldwin, Anne Jorgensen, John Jorgensen, 
Kathy Lopes, Nancy Santoro, and Laurel Traudt to the Dog Park Committee with terms 
expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Patricia Pacella to the Selectmen’s representative on 
the Community Preservation Committee with a term expiration of May 31, 2019.  Mr. 
Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Marc Jodoin to director of the Emergency 
Management Agency with a term expiration of May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  
Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Todd Correia, Frank Cruz, Donn Fletcher, Timothy 
Francis, David Gordon, Bourne Knowles, Brian Messier, Richard Rocha and John Rogers 
to the Fire Apparatus Study Committee with terms expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. 
Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous.  (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Lois Callahan, Lisa Elliot, Deirdre Healy, Laura 
Hellstrom, Vincent Marron, Marianne Murray, Diana Painter, Ann Richard and Susan 
Spooner to the Green Fairhaven Committee with terms expiring May 31, 2017. Mr. 
Freitas seconded.   Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint David Despres, Gary Lavelette, Cynthia 
McNaughten, John Medeiros, Wayne Oliveira and Vicki Paquette to the Historical 
Commission with terms expiring May 31, 2019. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Anne O’Brien, Dorothy Gammans, and Bryan Wood 
to the Historical Commission, as associate members, with terms expiring May 31, 2017. 
Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Robert Baldwin, Peter DeTerra, Wayne Fostin, Tim 
Francis, Vincent Furtado, Marc Jodoin, Michael Myers, Jay Simmons, Bryan Wood and 
Brian Wotton to the Local Emergency Planning Committee with terms expiring May 31, 
2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
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• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Frank Rezendes to the Martha’s Vineyard/Nantucket 
Steamship Authority with a term expiration of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Frank Coelho, Michael Cordeira, Tim Cox, David 
Herbert, Robert Hobson, Vincent Manfredi, Michelle Potter, Patrick Souza, and Thomas 
Allaire to the Marine Resources Committee, with terms expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. 
Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Alfred Raphael to the Mattapoisett River Valley 
Water District Commission with a term expiration of May 31, 2019 (pending joint 
appointment of the Board of Public Works).  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 
(3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Pamela Kuechler to the Selectmen’s representative on 
the Millicent Library Board of Trustees with a term expiration of May 31, 2020.  Mr. 
Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mark Rees to the Municipal Hearing Officer with a 
term expiration of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Timothy Francis to the Oil Spill Coordinator with a 
term expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Louise Barteau, John Farrell, Vincent Furtado, 
Barbara Grota, Warren Rensehausen, William Roth and Susan Spooner to the Open 
Space and Recreation Plan Update with terms expiring on May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Anne O’Brien to Parking Clerk with a term expiration 
of May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mark Rees to Procurement Officer with a term 
expiration of May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Eileen Lowney (D) to Registrar of Voters with a term 
expiration of May 31, 2019.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Nils Isaksen (R) to Registrar of Voters with a term 
expiration of May 31, 2019.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Al Benac, Doug Brady, Stephen Desroches, Robert 
Espindola, Gail Isaksen, Nils Isaksen, Pam Kuechler, Susan Loo, John Medeiros, Beverly 
Rasmussen, and Gayla Reilly to the Rogers-Oxford Study Committee with term 
expirations of May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mark Rees to the SEMASS Council designee with a 
term expiration of May 31, 2017. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Robert Espindola, Phil Cardoza, Bill Farrell, Lindsay 
Gordon, Patricia Pacella, Jennifer Polochick, Warren Rensehausen, Linda Schick and 
Denise Valois to the Wellness Committee with terms expiring May 31, 2017.  Mr. Freitas 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

• After some discussion on the vacancy on the Mattapoisett River Valley Water Supply 
Protective Advisory Committee and District, Mr. Rees volunteered to serve.  Mr. 
Espindola motioned to appoint Mr. Rees to the Mattapoisett River Valley Water Supply 
Protective Advisory Committee with a term expiration of May 31, 2019. Mr. Freitas 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. Espindola motioned to appoint Mr. Rees to 
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the Mattapoisett River Valley Water District with a term expiration of May 31, 2019.  
Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 

 
The Board held off on setting term expiration dates for the Economic Development Committee, 
and per Mr. Rees’ recommendation, will keep the Economic Development Committee an ad hoc 
committee until the committee meets and establishes its charge. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In other business: 

• Mr. Espindola praised the Police department for providing last minute Route 6 detail 
(Officer Dorgan) for the “Tour de Cream” biking group traveling through Fairhaven 

• Mr. Freitas said that there was concern from residents that Down the Hatch on West 
Island was not yet open.  Mr. Rees said that he was meeting with the Building 
Commissioner the next day to address the issue 

• Mr. Murphy encouraged everyone to attend the Memorial Day parade 
 
At 8:17 p.m. Mr. Espindola motioned to enter Executive Session pursuant to MGL Ch 20A 
section 21 for the purposes of potential litigation (disposal service) and potential litigation (258e 
order). Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Anne O’Brien 
Administrative Assistant 
Minutes approved 06/06/2016 
 



Attachment A















From: msylvia11@comcast.net
To: Anne O"Brien; Charles K. Murphy; Charlie Murphy; Mark Rees
Cc: Pam Kuechler; rdurrigan@comcast.net
Subject: Reappointment of Randall Durrigan to the GNBRVTHS School Committee
Date: Sunday, May 22, 2016 5:35:56 PM
Attachments: Reappointment of Randall Durrigan.docx

Good Afternoon Anne, Charlie and Mark

Please find attached my letter notifying the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen of
my vote to reappoint Randall Durrigan to the GNBRVTHS School Committee.  The
Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, Chair of the School Committee and Town
Moderator each have a vote in appointing the two GNBRVTHS School Committee
members.

I had hoped to be at the meeting in person to cast my vote, however, due to a work
committement, I will not be able to attend.

Thank you in advance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Regards,
Mark

Attachment B

mailto:msylvia11@comcast.net
mailto:aobrien@fairhaven-ma.gov
mailto:cmurphy@fairhaven-ma.gov
mailto:molife@aol.com
mailto:mrees@fairhaven-ma.gov
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MARK D. SYLVIA

38 Oliver Street

Fairhaven, MA 02719





							May 22, 2016







Mr. Charles K. Murphy, Sr.

Chairman

Fairhaven Board of Selectmen

40 Center Street

Fairhaven, MA 02719



Re:	Reappointment of Randall Durrigan to the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School Committee



Dear Chairman Murphy:



Pursuant to the appointment process for the Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School (GNBRVTHS) School Committee, whereby the Town Moderator, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen and Chairman of the School Committee each cast a vote to appoint Fairhaven’s two representatives to the GNBRVTHS School Committee, I wish to notify you that as Town Moderator, I cast my vote to reappoint Randall Durrigan for a four-year term beginning at the end of May, 2016.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Durrigan has been an outstanding representative for Fairhaven during his tenure.   He has been an engaged GNBRVTHS School Committee member, always ensuring that Fairhaven’s interests are well represented.  Mr. Durrigan has participated in numerous subcommittees, has chaired the School Committee and has ensured that the Town of Fairhaven has been well informed regarding GNBRVTH’s budget, policies and student success.



I had planned to attend Monday night’s meeting to cast my vote in person, however due to a work commitment, I will be unable to attend.



Thank you for your time.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.



							Sincerely







							Mark D. Sylvia

							Town Moderator



Cc	Pam Kuechler, Chair

	Fairhaven School Committe

	

	Randall Durrigan

 



From: Pam Kuechler
To: Charlie Murphy; Anne O"Brien; Mark David Sylvia
Subject: Reappointment of Randall Durrigan to Voke School Committee
Date: Monday, May 23, 2016 3:38:44 PM

Chairman Murphy,
I am sending you this to notify you of my support to reappoint Mr. Randall Durrigan to the GNBRVT School
Committee. Mr. Durrigan has served the Town of Fairhaven well as our representative to that committee and his
efforts are appreciated.
I am unable to attend tonight's meeting due to a work commitment. Since this position must be appointed by a vote
of the Chair of the School Committee, Selectboard Chair, and Town Moderator, please consider this my official vote
to support this reappointment.
Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Pam Kuechler, Chairperson, Fairhaven School Committee

Sent from my iPad

mailto:pkuechler@fairhavenps.net
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