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Town of Fairhaven, MA 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Fairhaven 2-10-1986, effective 3-1-1986. 

Amendments noted where applicable.] 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Harbor pollution control - See Ch. 132. 

§ 225-1. Fees.

A. For active commercial fishing vessels, the wharfage rate will be $10 per day. "Day" is defined as a

twenty-four-hour period or any part thereof.

B. Transient vessels docked for short periods of time shall be charged a wharfage fee of $25 per

day.

§ 225-2. Rules and regulations.

A. All wharf privileges shall be assigned from time to time by the Wharfinger, also all spaces on the

wharf.

B. If any person fails to obey orders of the Wharfinger, he/she shall notify the Board of Selectmen,

and then the Wharfinger shall notify the offending person that all wharfage rights are

suspended.

C. If any person shall refuse or neglect to move his/her vessel or material on the wharf property

when and as directed by the Wharfinger, he/she or the Board of Selectmen may remove same at

the expense of such party. Only one boat at any one time is allowed at the south end of the

wharf.

D. Boat owners repairing boats at the wharf shall clean the immediate area at the end of each day.

E. Vessels to be docked at the wharf for more than five days due to repairs must tie up at the most

northerly end of the wharf.

F. No heavy or long-term repairing, such as removal of engines, construction of drags or removal

of winches, etc. The Wharfinger will make the final determination.

G. Parking in areas where prohibited is cause for a citation. All parking regulations will be strictly
enforced by the Police Department.

H. All bills for wharfage not paid within 30 days of billing will result in loss of wharfage privileges.

I. No boats over 40 feet in length are allowed to tie in the basin area. The basin area is for use of

Fairhaven residents only.
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Town of Fairhaven, MA 

Town of Fairhaven, MA 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Chapter 145. Waterways, Moorings and Boat Usage 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Fairhaven 5-3-1997 by Art. 10, 
amended in its entirety 6-8-2002 by Art. 13- Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.] 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Harbor pollution control - See Ch. 132. 

Union Wharf - See Chs. 177 and 225. 

§ 145-1. Applications and regulations.

A. This chapter applies to all persons, vessels, objects or structures on or using the waters of the
Town of Fairhaven.

B. The Harbormaster is authorized to prescribe regulations to carry out this chapter.

C. Failure of the Harbormaster to prescribe regulations or a legal declaration of their invalidity by a
court of law shall not act to suspend or invalidate the effect of this chapter.

§ 145-2. Definition of terms.

The following words, for the purposes of this chapter of these bylaws shall, unless another meaning is 
clearly apparent for the way in which the words are used, have the following meanings: 

VESSEL 

Every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the water, used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on the water. 

§ 145-3. Speed limit; no wake; posted areas.

A. Speed limit and no wake.

(1) Vessels shall not exceed five miles per hour and shall make no wake, in posted areas.

(2) Vessels shall make no wake within 150 feet of: bathers, divers, piers, docks, floats, small
vessels propelled by means other than machinery, vessels not underway or the shore.

B. The number and location of five miles per hour and/or no wake posted areas may be changed at
the discretion of the Harbormaster.

§ 145-4. Abandonment and removal of vessels.

[ Amended 5-2-2009 STM by Art. 16] 
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Town of Fairhaven, MA 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Special Town Meeting of the Town of Fairhaven 2-6-2002 by Art. 6. 

Amendments noted where applicable.] 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Waterways, moorings and boat usage - See Ch. 145. 
Union Wharf- See Ch. 225. 

§ 177-1. Authority to establish.

The Selectmen shall have the authority: 

A. To impose a fee or schedule of fees for the use of Union Wharf for the purpose of berthing,

docking, loading, unloading or otherwise servicing any vessel;

B. To establish regulations for such uses of Union Wharf; and

C. To amend such fees and regulations from time to time in their discretion.
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TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN 

UNION WHARF SMALL BOAT BASIN 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Board of Selectmen adoption Article 4-6, 118107 

Board of Selectmen adoption Rules & Regulations, 1/22/07 

Article 1. Definitions 

1-1 "Commercial Fishing Vessel" a Fairhaven Based Vessel that is used primarily as a commercial 
fishing vessel and whose Primary Operator's Residence is Fairhaven, Massachusetts. A Commercial 
Fishing Vessel shall be between twenty-five (25) and forty-seven (47) feet in length. 

1-2 "Docking License" is a license issued under the provisions of Article 3, herein. 

1-3 "Fairhaven Based Vessel" a Vessel based primarily in Fairhaven, whose owner's Residence is 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts. In the event that the Vessel has more than one owner, the Residence of all 
owners must be Fairhaven, Massachusetts. 

1-4 "Harbormaster" the duly appointed harbormaster for the Town of Fairhaven. The term 
Harbormaster shall include the duly appointed deputy and assistant harbormasters. 

1-5 "Residence" the place identified as the person's residence on the following five items (which must 
be current or most recent): 

a. Bank statement;
b. Driver's license;
C. Utility bill;
d. Rental receipt or mortgage bill;
e. State or Federal fishing permit and catch report.

1-6 "Licensee" the Primary Operator to whom the Town issued a valid Docking License. 

1-7 "Primary Operator" a person who holds a valid state or federally issued commercial fishing 
license, and who has operated the Fairhaven Based Vessel that he intends to dock at Union Wharf Small 
Boat Basin more than one-half of the time the Fairhaven Based Vessel was at sea during the 12 months 
prior to the issuance or renewal of a Docking License. Operation of the Vessel shall be determined by the 
Harbormaster on the basis of catch reports. 

1-8 "Town" the Town of Fairhaven, Massachusetts, acting through its Harbormaster, Board of 
Selectmen, or other authorized agents or officers. 

1-9 "Union Wharf Small Boat Basin" the basin located on the south side of Union Wharf. 

1-10 "Vessel": includes ships of all kinds, barges, house vessels, sailing vessels, watercraft and power 
vessels of any type or kind by whatsoever means propelled, every structure designed, adapted or capable of 
being navigated, towed or operated on water from place to place for the transportation of merchandise, 
people or for any other purpose. 

Article 2. General 

2-1 Any use of the Union Wharf Small Boat Basin, other than pursuant to a valid Docking License, is 
strictly prohibited, unless expressly authorized by the Town. 

Page 1 of 7 














