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Fairhaven Select Board 

Meeting Minutes 

June 6, 2022 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Present: Select Board members Chair Stasia Powers, Vice-Chair Leon Correy, Clerk Robert 
Espindola, Mr. Silvia and Town Administrator Angie Lopes Ellison  
 

Present via Zoom: Select Board member Charles Murphy Sr. and Administrative Assistant 
Vicki Oliveira. 
 
The meeting was videotaped by Cable Access and Zoom meeting application.  
 
Chair Powers opened the meeting at 6:32 pm in the Town Hall Banquet Room.  
 
Ms. Powers offered a moment of silence for the victims, families and community members of 
Uvalde TX and Buffalo NY; with deepest sympathies and prayers going to each and every one 
affected by such a needless tragedy.   
 
 
Minutes 

 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to approve the open session minutes of May 9, 2022. Mr. 
Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy 
in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to approve the open session minutes of May 23,2022. Mr. 
Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy 
in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to table the executive session minutes of May 23, 2022. 
Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. 
Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
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Town Administrator Report 

Ms. Ellison updated the Select Board on: 
Staffing Updates 

• Interviews will begin soon for a new Human Resources director. There will be a panel 
made up of Finance Director Wendy Graves, Fire Chief Todd Correia and Veterans 
Agent Brad Fish to the interview the seven candidates, 2 or 3 who will be forwarded to 
Ms. Ellison as a finalist.  

• Union negotiations are currently underway with the Town’s Collective Bargaining units.  

Retreat date 

• A retreat date for the Select Board members has been reserved for Saturday, July 30, 
2022; the location to be determined at a later time. 

 
Committee Liaison Reports 

Mr. Espindola reported: 

• The Fairhaven Bikeway Committee will be meeting on June 8, 2022 with two (2) new 
members. 

• Mr. Espindola and Fairhaven Housing Authority Director Ms. Krisanne Sheedy attended 
an award ceremony last week, in Taunton for the Community Compact Cabinet (CCC) 
Grant; where the Town was awarded $250,000 for the Municipal Fiber project by Lt. 
Governor Karyn Polito and Secretary of State Curtis Wood.  

• The Broadband Committee is due to meet again on Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. and are 
distributing lawn signs for Article 34. The video that was produced last year for Town 
Meeting about Article 34 has also been updated and will be available to explain what the 
Broadband effort is all about.  

• SRPEDD (Southeastern Regional Planning & Economic Development District) held the annual 
meeting where the keynote speaker was MassDOT Secretary and CEO Jamey Tesler. Topics 
included outlining state bond cap allocations for FY23 and the State Overview of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) for Massachusetts. 

Resident Steven Darwin inquired if the municipal fiber will be at the library as well as the other 
town buildings.  Mr. Espindola responded “yes.” 
 
Mr. Correy reported: 

• The night time bus service after 9:00 pm between New Bedford and Fairhaven will be 
coming to an end as result of a lack of funding because the funding the priority goes to 
less affluent areas which included New Bedford. Planning Director Paul Foley and Mr. 
Correy both advocated for the service, as it brings people from New Bedford to do their 
shopping. However, that was unsuccessful. It has been noted and in the event funding 
changes that could change. As of this meeting there’s no date for the end of service. 

• The Library will be closed on Thursday so employees can attend the funeral of a 
coworker, Joe Rapoza, who passed away suddenly this week.  
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Mr. Silvia reported:  

• The Historical Commission discussed replacing the rails on the cupola at the Academy 
and the back door should be repaired soon. The company doing the bridge plaque repair 
has backed down because they are too busy for the summer, so the commission will have 
to find someone else to install the plaque on the entrance to the bridge.   

Ms. Powers reported: 

• The Cable Advisory Committee met but did not have the meeting posted in time, so there 
were no votes taken and the meeting was purely informational.  There was a guest 
speaker from Raynham discussing cable options and the decline in revenue in cable 
subscribers.  

 
 

Action Items  

 

Residency Requirement for Boards and Committees 

Ms. Ellison discussed other communities and their policies for residency requirements on board 
and committees, remarking that most towns have a residency requirement. The Select Board 
discussed what was important to each of them for residency requirements; they noted that some 
employees that are on a committee do not reside in town but are appointed as part of their 
positions. Ms. Ellison said a factor to consider is the Assessor’s appointments; currently two (2) 
of the current Board of Assessor members do not reside in Fairhaven but they have special skills 
that are important to that position. Ms. Ellison advised the Select Board to consider to the 
implications of changing the residency requirement when creating a policy.  
 

Motion: Mr. Espindola motioned to ask the Town Administrator to draft a residency by-
law with parameters as discussed to be reviewed at the next meeting on June 20, 2022. 
Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. 
Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
 

Appointment to Sustainability Committee 
Ms. Powers said the Select Board received a letter from resident Laura Gardner who would like 
to be a member on the Sustainability Committee.  
 
Sustainability Committee Chair Ann Richard asked if the chairs of boards and committees could 
make the decision in appointing members to each committee. Ms. Ellison said she is hesitant to 
have the chair of each committee making the decision because the role of appointing is the Select 
Board and is to assure diversity of thought and opinions. If Chairs decided, the committee there 
may not be a diverse amount of people on a committee but rather a committee on the chair's 
perspectives and the Select Board would no longer be the appointing authority.  Ms. Ellison will 
present a draft policy to the Select Board after the Annual Town Meeting has been completed. 
 



 

                                                                        Fairhaven Select Board –June 6, 2022 Open Session –4 
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to appoint Laura Gardner to the Sustainability Committee 
for a term to end May 31, 2023.  Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in 
favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in 
favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
Second Half of the Year Select Board Schedule 
The Select Board discussed the meeting schedule for the second half of calendar 2022. It was 
determined if there is a light agenda during the summer months then the Select Board my cancel 
some of the summer meetings.  Ms. Ellison will contact the Finance Committee to consider 
changing the July 5 meeting to June 27 and possibly canceling July 5. 
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to accept the meeting schedule for July 2022 to December 
2022.  Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, 
Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-
0-0) 

 
 
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to take agenda item #5 (committee member participation 
policy) out of order. Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. 
Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote 
was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
Committee Member Participation Policy 
Ms. Ellison handed out samples of policies from other communities and how they handle 
attendance for committees (Attachments A).  Many communities have a policy stating if a 
member is not participating then the appointing body does not have to reappoint them to the 
respective committee.   
  
Mr. Espindola reminded the Select Board, this was one of the FY23 Goals and Objectives for the 
Select Board.  The Select Board members discussed items they would like Ms. Ellison to put in 
the draft attendance policy.  

 
Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to ask the Town Administrator to draft a participation and 
attendance by-law (or policy) with parameters as discussed to be reviewed at the next 
Select Board meeting on June 27, 2022.  Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy 
in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in 
favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 

Reappointment of Boards and Committees  
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Ms. powers read the list of committee members who are up for reappointment on their 
committees. Mr. Silvia had concerns of some members who have not shown up at committee 
meetings and therefore should not be reappointed.  Select Board members will place a hold on 
those names that should be reviewed. Ms. powers read the list of names for reappointment 
(Attachment B). 
  
The following names were held: 

• Belonging Committee: Geoff Haworth  
• Bikeway Committee: Justin Gledhill  
• Cable Advisory Committee: John Methia  
• Sustainability Committee: John Pond  

 
Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to appoint the listed names, minus the ones that are held, 
for the term as listed on the appointment sheet. Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll Call vote: Mr. 
Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor. Ms. 
Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
 

Common Victuler: Mackatan Company Store 

Ms. Powers said the application was in order for the common victualer for Mackatan Company 
Store.  
 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to approve the Common Victualer license for Mackatan 
Company Store d/b/a West Island Creamery on 39 Causeway Road. Mr. Silvia seconded. 
Roll Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. 
Silvia in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
Public Comment 

No comments questions or concerns from the public.  
 
Board Member Items 

Mr. Espindola: 

• Fairhaven Rotary Club is holding a shredding event on Saturday, June 11, 2022 at R.A. Mitchell 
Co. on Popes Island; Donations are kindly accepted. Mr. Murphy said this a goodwill event for 
the community. 

• Mr. Correy and Mr. Espindola attended the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) event for 
cleanup from Cornell Dubilier Electronics pollution in the New Bedford harbor.    

Mr. Correy: 

• Thank you to Ms. Ellison for making sure Fairhaven was included in last week’s EPA 
event. 

• Thank you to Bristol Agricultural High School, Greater New Bedford Regional 
Vocational Technical High School (NB Voc) and Fairhaven High School for their 
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hospitality at their graduation ceremonies and congratulations to Ms. Powers for her 
speech at the NB Voc Graduation.  

• Encouraging people to joining committees. 
• The Fairhaven Lions Club, Fairhaven Fire, Fairhaven Police and many members of the 

public all came together to honor a fallen soldier on his journey home this week.  
• Fairhaven’s Got Pride event will be held on Sunday, June 26, 2022; all are welcome to 

attend. 

Mr. Silvia: 

• The Annual Homecoming Day Fair is Saturday, June 25, 2022. 

Ms. Powers: 

• Thank you to the schools for their hospitality and inviting the Select Board to their 
graduations and it was an honor to present a speech at the NB Voc graduation.  

• The Annual Father’s Day road race is back on June 19, 2022. 

 
Correspondence 

Ms. Powers read an Invitation for the Select Board to join the 2022 Town Fourth of July parade.  
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 

 

Motion: At 8:00 p.m. Mr. Correy motioned to adjourn the regular meeting of the select 
Board and go into executive session and not to return to open session pursuant to MGL 
Ch. 30A § 21(a)(6), to consider the purchase, exchange lease or value of real property if 
the chair declares that and open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating 
position of the public body and not to return to open session. Mr. Silvia seconded. Roll 
Call vote: Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Silvia 
in favor. Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted 
On behalf of the Select Board Clerk,  

 
Vicki L. Oliveira 
Administrative Assistant 
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Attachments: 
A. Attendance policy samples 
B. Boards and Committees reappointment list  
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Fairhaven Select Board 

Meeting Minutes 

June 18, 2022 
 
 

 

 

 

Present: Select Board members Chair Stasia Powers, Vice-Chair Leon Correy, Clerk Robert 
Espindola, Select Board member Keith Silvia Select Board member Charles Murphy Sr., Town 
Administrator Angie Lopes Ellison and Administrative Assistant Vicki Oliveira. 
 
The meeting was videotaped by Cable Access and Zoom meeting application.  
 
Ms. Powers opened the meeting at the Elizabeth I. Hastings Middle School at 8:24 am 
 

Action: 
 
Ms. Powers said the Board will need to vote to reconsider their previous votes on some articles for the 
Annual Town Meeting. The Board rescinded the previous votes acted on the following articles on the 
Town Meeting Warrant: 
 
Article 24: Funding of Labor Contracts 
Ms. Powers said as of this meeting the labor contracts have not been ratified, therefore the previous vote 
to “be made at town meeting” will need to be reconsidered. 
 

Motion: Mr. Murphy motioned to pass over Article 24: Funding of Labor Contracts. Mr. Silvia 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
Article 31: Propagation of Shellfish-FY22 
Ms. Ellison said this has been resolved.  
 

Motion: Mr. Murphy motioned to pass over Article 31: Propagation of Shellfish- FY22. Mr. 
Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 
Article 48: Citizen Petition: 114 Sconticut Neck Road- Rezoning 
Ms. Powers said the Planning Board has met on this and has recommended this rezoning change.  
 

Motion: Mr. Murphy motioned to rescind his previous motion for indefinite postponement. Mr. 
Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
Motion: Mr. Murphy motioned to adopt Article 48: Citizen Petition: 114 Sconticut Neck Road- 
Rezoning. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
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Article 40: Bridge Street Engineering 
Ms. Ellison said the recommendation is to pass over this article. 
  

Motion: Mr. Murphy motioned to rescind his previous motion to adopt Article 40: Bridge Street 
Engineering. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 
Motion: Murphy motioned to pass over Article 40: Bridge Street Engineering. Mr. Silvia 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 

 
 
Adjournment 

Motion: Mr. Correy motioned to adjourn to Town Meeting at 8:30 am. Mr. Silvia seconded.  
Roll Call vote: Mr. Silvia in favor, Mr. Correy in favor, Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. Espindola in 
favor, Ms. Powers in favor. Vote was unanimous. (5-0-0) 

 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
On behalf of the Select Board Clerk,  

 
Vicki L. Oliveira 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 



 

Committee Liaison Report – Bob Espindola – June 6th, 2022 

 

The Fairhaven Bikeway Committee met on June 8th and Amy Roderick was voted in as the new chair of the committee.  
The committee discussed ruts and bumps on the bike path and signage and agreed to set up a field trip to take a closer 
look and provide recommendations thereafter. 

 

 

Broadband Study Committee,  The Broadband Committee met on Monday, June 27th.  Joshua Eichen from Mass 
Broadband Institute (MBI).   Josh outlined for us a multitude of potential broadband funding sources on the horizon. 

There may be an opportunity for the Town to apply for a grant that would cover staffing a position that could help with 
administration of the grant received for the Housing Authority project, for conducting outreach, etc. 

Ms. Krissanne Sheedy, from the Housing Authority, is very interested in integrating the Housing Authority initiative to 
add sensors in apartments to prevent illegal smoking on the property and MBI confirmed that this would be something 
that MBI grant funds could be used to supplement the grant we already received from the Community Compact Cabinet 
grant program to help accomplish this. 

Southeastern Mass. Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMMPO).   The SMMPO held a joint meeting with the Joint 
Transportation Planning Group.  These are both SRPEDD organizations.  Paul Foley is the Towns representative to the 
JTPG.  During their portion of the meeting, He was elected Vice Chair to the JTPG.  Stephanie Crampton, Assistance City 
Engineer in New Bedford was named the Chair, so there is very good representation on the JTPG locally. 

One highlight from the SMMPO portion of the meeting was when Mass DOT representative Pamela Hazner announced 
that the Fairhaven-New Bedford Bridge engineering study has been funded for a cost of $5M. 

This is great news and we owe thanks to Representative Bill Straus for his leadership and initiative to get this into the 
Transportation Bond Bill in their last session and he tells us that Senator Montigny was also critical in getting to this 
point.  The design team will be setting up a meeting for public input from people in Fairhaven at the start of the design 
process.   This is something we are going to want to advertise when the time comes because the design of the bridge will 
have implications for businesses on Popes Island as well as marine and automobile traffic as well. 
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ZBA vacancy 

Kelly Camara <kcamara@fairhaven-ma.gov> 
To: Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Hi Vicki, 

Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Tue, Jun 14, 2022 at 2:48 PM 

The Board voted to move Kenneth Kendall from Full-time member up to Vice Chair. Ruy DaSilva moved up from an 
Associate to a Full-time member. They also voted for the Select Board to open a spot for an Associate member, since 
Ruy Moved up to Full-time. 

Thanks, 
Kelly 
[Quoted text hidden] 
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05/04/2022 

To the members of the Selectboard of the Town of Fairhaven, 

It has come to my attention that there is an upcoming vacant seat on the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. I am corresponding today to apply for this upcoming vacant position on the Zoning 

Board of Appeals. This will be my third attempt to join the ZBA. In the past, I have also applied 

to fill a vacant seat with the Economic Development Commission and unfortunately have not 

been chosen for any of these boards. I am hoping for consideration to be able to serve 

Fairhaven as many of other citizens and business owners have done in town. 

My family and I have been residents in Fairhaven for forty-one years. For the past twenty-five 

years, I've owned and operated a Fairhaven-based, family-owned business, Al Crane Company, 

Inc. Prior to that, I was a commercial fishing vessel Owner/Captain for 18 years hailing from the 

ports of Fairhaven and New Bedford. 

Through my business experience and the knowledge that I've gained through those 

experiences would offer another practical perspective to the ZBA. As a resident and business 

owner of Fairhaven, I have a vested interest in the success of our community and the 

sustainability of the town. Please consider me as a viable volunteer and, if accepted, I would be 

honored to give back to the Town of Fairhaven. 

Best Regards, 

Patrick Carr 



M Gmail Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Wed, May 25, 2022 at 3:10 PM 

ZBA Board Vacancy 

lusokid <> 
To: Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Att: Board of Selectmen 

Lady and Gentlemen: 
The purpose of this letter is to convey to you my interest in the vacancy open in the Zoning Board od Appeals. 

I feel that I can lend my contribution to the position due to my real estate law paralegal experience, a position I held for 
45+ years. 

My sincere thanks for your consideration of my request. 

Sincerely, 
Maria J. Carvalho 

Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device 



M Gmail

Board & Committee Vacancies 

 To: selectboard@fairhaven-ma.gov 

Hello, 

Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Sat, Jun 25, 2022 at 2:34 PM 

I'm interested in filling a vacancy on the Belonging Committee. Looking forward to learning more. 

Kindly, 
Rachel Medeiros 

Sent from my iPhone 
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� SouthCoast 
·� Community

- Foundation

128 Union Street. Suite 403 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

508-996-8253 

; . ;5oyth�.f?q,S•fcJ'-{!r�o-. 
1 • ' ... , !.,v ! ' 1 

BOARD oF DIRECTORS Angie Lopes Ellison 2022 JUN 2 I A 11: 2 4 

Linda Bodenmann Town Administrator 
chair 40 Center Street 

Gail Fortes Fairhaven, MA 02719 
Vice Chair 

Louis E. Sousa CFA 

Treasurer 

Carl J Cruz 

Clerk 

Jonathan Rounds 

Assisranc Clerk 

Seth Garfield 

Pase Chair 

Leonard M. Lee 

Presidenc & CEO 

Trish Arnold 

Damon 0. Chaplin 

Colleen Carney Courtney 

Priscilla Ditchfield 

Jayne Rebello Korn 

Denise Porche· 

Maria A. Rosario 

Cynthia Rose 

Jason Rua 

Director Emeritus 

Kim Clark 

Subject: Fairhaven students receiving scholarships! 

Dear Ms. Ellison: 

The SouthCoast Community Foundation is proud to announce its 2022 annual scholarship 

recipients! 

We just hosted our Annual Scholarship Reception in New Bedford's Buttonwood Park, where we 

awarded 90 scholarships and had over 140 people in attendance. Students from your 

community were selected to receive scholarships to further their educational journey. We can 

imagine you must be very proud of them. Each student application we received represents a 

smart, ambitious, and distinguished student who had many accomplishments during their four 

years in high school. We wanted to inform you personally so you can reach out to these 

remarkable students so they can be recognized by their mayor and other local leaders from their 

community. They were chosen to receive these awards because they have endless potential, 

enduring drive, and the ability to stick with it even when the going gets tough. They are the 

future leaders of your and our community, and we are so pleased to support them on their 

journey. 

Your Southcoast Community Foundation has several areas of focus, including education, 

because at the heart of improving the quality of life for those in our region is creating strong 

educational programs and opportunities. The Scholarship Reception is one of the best nights of 

our year. The evening brings together those who make this work so rewarding and empowering, 

the funders who make the scholarships possible, the volunteers that spend countless hours 

reviewing applications, their community and families that support student achievement, and 

most importantly, the students who are pursuing higher education. 

Please join us in congratulating these amazing young scholars. 

Ladies' Branch of the New Bedford Port Marina Torres $1,200.00 Fairhaven High 
Society Scholarship School 

Daniel P. Bergeron Scholarship Nellie Zygiel $550.00 Fairhaven High 

School 

Matthew "Matty" Ryan Oliveira Nellie Zygiel $1,230.00 Fairhaven High 
Scholarship School 
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We invite you to reach out to them and their families and say congratulations!! We have taken 

the liberty of providing their contact details. 

Sincerely, 

<�4<���/4 
{; 

Leonard M. Lee 

President/CEO 
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The Paul Revere Bell
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Weight of the bell

(located on the bell's waist)

Collection of letters from over the years by various people and newspapers

along with my current research of the Paul Revere Bell at Oxford School.

Submitted for Review bY:

Doug Brady 8-2'J.-75
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l-lay 2, 7796
T*a,chu*elvbeb' l$eight7o73 @ ){8 f143-1-4

Tfe Second Parish Gongregational Church was nct iormed beca'.Jse cf religioi.ts differences.

The First parish had !$m pastors and many iell unabie to support both ot thern. The old churc* ha$ kei-r

damaged durirg the Revolr.rtionary War. and there were dilferences aS to whether it should be reoaired ilr a r,ew

oce buiti.
tn Aprii 17A7 a number of Beople decided ta wrtMraw and form their own society -inus ihe

Second Parisn was formed in September 178V, atld incorgorated March 17. -1 7BB. iosept Jewett was one ci the

irtrorporators.
The meetinghouse, completed in December 1787, hac no steeple or bell. ihey weie acjded in

1796whenthe bell wasobtained. On December3, 1795theparish commtttee voied 'To chccse a Comrnittee tc

purchase a ilell of turelve hundred weighl, and as much heavier as the ii:nds approprieted io that purpose wiii be

adequate tc. 'The lirst cirurch Grgan ever used in Portbnd was placed in tne chu.ch in 17S.
ln 1B25 some rnembers ieft to purchase ihe Chapoell Soeiety prcpedy which alreadv had a

Revere bell bought in 182C.

Driring the greai Portland fire of 186S the Seccnd Parish ai'rd its bell were desiroyed The

second building was dedicated july 4, 1875.

The present Second Parish Orthodox Presbyterian Churclr of Podland. ldaiqe has no steepie.

beii or bellry.
-- index lists other Portland siies --

'! 3. Do<f ETrra,Gre,e*t,o{Dctex N.it.
No:-r.*xber 2+, 1796
T*CtwrclvbdJl rrle;gllt 892* atZl€ i712'74-O
Taalteaarg,€z frrirrg.CtqW" -12-

tr 12-22-A

SyOld,AelL Y,eigt 926 OU +6'6
TheFirslParishwasfoundedinl635,andthechurchfiveyearsiaterinl63S. fheParishand

the Church are older than ihe Congregationai Socieiy to which the church now belongs. They anledate by many

years the founding of the State of New Harpshire anC the United Staies of Arnerica. Tle Church is the oklest ic

New Hampshire and one of the oldei in the natton-

Thetir.st rneetinghouse was i,'uilt in 1634 and lasted for about h.venty years. Shadty atter il'r!s

was finished in 1ai8 a bell was installed in a trirret added to the house. The t'elt was used in tne thlrd and lourth

nreeiinghoi.rses and turned in lor pait paymeilt lor the Revere bell.-

1?. l4e*{ Isac,slwnnq*& Sa*aueb?rcctor
May 24, i796
Tsa,Cfuxch,Adf, Wei4ht756* @ UE {"10A-161'}

THT LIV!NG TO TitE CHURCH } CALL.
AND TO THI GRAVE I SUMMGN ALL.

Oxford School. Fairhaven, Mass.
On July ?4. 1754, a religiaus bo<iy known as ti-re Secon'i Churcn 5; Qh:ist in rte.w* Bedlord.

Mass. was estabiisheci. isaac Shernnn is nanred ifi the o!'igraai covenailt. !r "!812, wien Fairhaven becaine a

iowri. the church changed Rs name to The First Coilgregational Churcit cf Fairhaven. Mass.

Ihe original r€etinghcuse built in ',794 iatei'tecare kncwn as tle Pnaenix Hali 8lock. and the

beil remained there r.intil i915. During ihe ias:5-Q years:he beil was Used sparingly. SonsiiiTe after this tfle
Fairhaven Schooi Committee purchased the beli and piaced i? in the towe:'oi the Oxrord Schooi, buil! in r"895€5,

wnere rt stili rings 10Cay.

This is ihe only Hevere Cnurch beli u,e have locaiec w{houl ihe Revere narre inscribed on ii.

The numbers 756, indicating the v$eGht ot the kii. are found in lhe mirjdle oi the !*Jaisi. ine ovetaii appearance is

:he sar&e as all other Revere bells. so we:eel ccnfiajent this is an original.
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ffiFnffi *# ffir;htdf*r&* ?ffi the
{hr rh lff*, S?*

**? &prtL 13, r$e3n $e*r sedf*rd, tr1?9 ).bs.

Xl*l*€f f*r sccle yeer* i* the Bapti st e h*rclt at F*da*aram { Ssqth
Sartwuth}. The *dif,ieen having beeq:ale disused, r*as boug&t
t*S hell by E. T , Sturtevarrt - At the xuqgeati*n sf Ehe trrit€fi^
h3.1r whieh i* well preserved, *las b+uqht in tr91$ fcr EhG
:Slitrrekr $nitarien, *n Ch*stnut H":-11, Erocltlina, tte*n in
6tr&*rti#ft. See als* bI*. 11"

What is discovered is that out of the scores of bells that left Revere's foundry, only
about a third still exist intact today. They also discovered there are frauds.

"Since it was Revere's conviction that the reason for the cracking of so many church

bells was faulty methods of hanging and ringing, he erected in the yard of his foundry a
form which was a replica of the inside of a belfry," they wrote. "Here he demonstrated,

especially upon the sale of a bell, the correct technique. Unfortunately the laymen did
not always consider it a matter of such grave importance, and consequently the same

fate befell numerous Revere bells. ... Though the majority have been lost, destroyed, or

shipped to foreign parts many years z5o, ovor 100 of the Revere bells are still in
existence, most of them in New England."

According to the New England Historical Society. most of them are still being used

today. Given their historic significance. in a few cases the bells. weighing in at befween

500 and 2.500 pounds. are considered priceless

'{
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ffiX b kra bcco baag iD t,hc BrpHrt Ohare\ butli lE t$ttr
od dr*Wal by Gn in IEffi.

8il* $rye I0, 1831, Digbtoa, S?4 tb&
trE h u*vt rtrvle or Enttrrbs ChERh. forc &c"

effi Dce 19, 18?1., $outbbridgq, tSO lbB.

Df*fllamdi rst tr! bG hr36d.
*5S Feb. 6, I.8?;?* &lkbffiy, X, E" ?E? Ik.

Sougbt by *ubccrlHdon iw ffi til th crlaullrtioo oI t&cshnreb
iB fuIt t gtth:r, rcrl [trsLSE !tr. E (hrotcd rhr dp aLumb
nr @cd bt frrr, Ih& ?, 1308" it trl rs{rst rtti rdd,ICotlt
patrl.

* *81 rpuul 1& ff9,4 Hsr Sc&!ord, 1I?g tbs"
gsll h ros lnrE h & Baptht Ohsrch rs Pedrsns (8ottb

IEtoutAl. Tba difiil, bevlag bcooruc dirurcd, r*r boogbi rlEh
lD. t lt bt E' T. Etorgrr* At &. *rrgtrtlor ol th rdtc'r tbh
batr, rt&rL b rdl parsred, crr b<.ragbt in lel0 fos tbs Ftrri
(EseUr tldilrhq h Gbarhss EIII, BtooLllaa, ihoa Io pmmll ot
&. Stcrlo Xo. lL
gS8 8an'81, lSgI, $t. Paul, Portlrcd, 1SS? lbs,

3.pM & f&1. 8{G alto !{o. SI1.

ES* Xov. AL 1891, J. Sergtnf Je* M*tauac, 11SB lbe
,e$ April I, 1S32n D*rer, N. H" t0** Ik.

SttB tn Era os fi.*t Hhrirh oetceg hooao.

,S1 April 10, 1899, 3eror13r, 56? th"
k Xo.5&

W2 Dco. g.l, 189?' Coast of A{ri*s, 585 lbs.

ffi$ Aprit 14 1892, Caubridgepon Bepti*t Soeiaty,
1.0S9 lba.

26* Joly 18, 189?., Cbslm€ford !{fg, Co., 8?6 lbe.

,&5 Jnly 28, 1822, $eqnrq ts. 8,, ?SS !ls.
SSt ta Elc ou tba BlBtirt Cbsrsh, Sa *lsr $r. S?5"

?fr& JoIy 18, 1S2S, Piyruout\ SSB Ib&

Sot r$ofa. {1, S8.

88? April YtrI.8?,% Auguet*, lil*ine, 128? tbe.

Dr lSlEIrB g. xrgE,orsr N" D,

ffi GcL gA 1891, Hallortl!, 119{ Ibs,

--J
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Tabls 5.'I. , &rcr€rc,s BetrI produ€t*on and

Number of BeIIs
Total Wetght of Bellg

(Pounds)
Avrnage W.elgh*,o

(Pounds;

1793
1 793

, 179*
tr 795

QiPSJ
77{*7
179rt
I 799
I $flO
I t${} I

I rt{}3
1 8{ ):t
I lI{)+
1 ti{)5
I l{t tr:r

l,
5

'*,
5

(}
5

to

9tz
7,643

673

2,V9#
5,:102
1, t!'9

: ti,ti$l
f',(ll I

. tl, t.S.1

5,3rb
:1,5 r 7

.1, ti+l t

l"I,:i5.{
, l t.; lltrl''r'. i i"l :" l1:'":'tt,':ii,,,,';iii:,1','',,,

n 181 1 . at age 76, Paul Revere ended his active partnership in me bell foundry. All though his sons
continued the business of making Revere bells.

_Onlv those made between 1792 to 1811 are authentic P ells. Early bells were marked
REVERE or REVERE BOSTON, while, successive bells REVERE & SO}{S BOSTON and after
I801, REVERE & SON BOSTON. The last bell listed in the stockLrooks was sold in 1828.

876-pound iron bell, which Westborough town fathers purchased for $2.69 in r8or from Revere's foundry, One
of only z3 surviving bells cast bJ Revere, the bell has pealed out from the church's steeple at 46 Main St. since
r8+9. Starting this fall, it will chime from an even older site: Boston's Old South Meeting House. It is one of the
oldest Revere bells in existence - older than the bell at the Paul Revere House . Curran deciined to disclose the
price, but the auction house Skinners, of Boston. had valued the bell at elose to $t million. But
Curran said the mice.was much less than t*ret earlier appraisal.
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;; r'*is' ;;il]p# *hi;ilffih";;;,; hish'A"tf b
impced.' To wtat ott€st tbic oppoeition hss been
pushcd msy be illurtmted by * eiaglo intlanas in rhiab e
geuarous ofrer to iastnll a becvy peft *i twelve i 'e?T* in
the lofty torer *f the ner Baton Cuatoo Houeo, ropr,
dueing t"he fi'noos Bow b*itr* *f londoo, !r$t dafeatd by
t&e protests r:f a pmruiaent Amorioan firo uado beiono *
Congroc.rional oonroitteo st Washingtou. Tbus came to
oaught a raro end porb*ps uuiqoo opportunity of intrs-
ducrng tle art *f goientifia riuging os musical trl*llit, which
would hnye bcnefttad tie manufachrer by stimulatiog
the demand for betEr instrumenb arrd perbepe h*vs fur-
niehcd leter encploymout to tiborrr*ads.

The fellowing bblo will iudieats tlrE f*te e *f ftrys hun-
drcd and txeuty beiis whoee hirtory hae thus far hesn
eutbentielty traced :

Stillinuge, . . . , .

Dansgsdbyeruching, . . . r

Destroyedbyfire, . . r .
Destnoyed by ligbtain5 . . r

Prsarved as ralics in good coadition' .
Pressr"€d rg mlic cmoked, r . f
S;6hangedoraold, . t . r

Becastr..rirr

/*-e

Dimppemed...,

T8
47
gs

o-
4
1

2g
flZ

28

,21

The folloring"Ii.*t cf belix, cast by l**rrl i?*r'*rs & $on,
ir taken fmm tbe stock booh iu pocceseioa *f lVilliam B.
Ilsvsr*. To theee rrs added ten otLer i:qii*, moady *,lf
Ught weight, the rccord *f whicb wes found smong rnomo-
rands preoerved by eaother deaoendant *f Rt:ver*. TLc
Iatter are iudicatsd by an rstorbk-

tla rccor&acr rltiL r dccblou ri{ trhc Ir. 8. Trtuor; Drp*Sucntt
**3lr lqportad bt uolrcnlHe. coUqtlr rculrrlcr rud otLcr [atH-
tttdour "l lcrmlag. to bt urod lor-ttc pat1lor r'f lurtrucClon [n

ffiT*"mfiffif'rru cbrlEcd u rctcnullc larrraacatl md
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We received a number of inquiries about where people may find other Paul Revere be11s. The following list
represents to the best of our knowledge the locations of Revere bells that were made before the famous Patriot's
death. His sons did continue on the work of the bell and cannon foundry, so other later bells do bear the Revere
family name.

This iist rvas compiied b1'Edith Steblecki, Curator of the Paul Rer.ere House in Boston, rry-ho reiied heavily on
the work of Edward and Evelyn Stickney who compiled a similar list in 1916.We apologize for any
discrepancies, omissions or errors.

The year of the bell is listed as is the bell's current location. Please note: Many of these bells do not hang in
their original location and that many were made after Paul Revere "retired" from the foundry. While Revere did
tum the foundry over to his sons in 1811, documents show that he was still involved with the foundry until his
death in 1818.

NOT ALL BELLS ARE ON VIEW OR OTHERWISE ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC. Please inquire at the
Locations listeci below to leam if the bell is on display or in use befbre visiting.

1192- St. James Episcopal Church, Cambridge MA

1795- Groveland Congregational Church. Groveiand MA

( 1796-Orford School. Fairhaven MA

1 796-First Congregational Church, Falmouth MA

1197 - People's Baptist Church, Boston MA

1797- First Congregational Church. Essex MA

1798-Dedham Historical Society, Dedham MA

1S00-Centrai Fire Station, Greenfield MA

1800- Fairhaven Historical Society, Fairhaven MA

1801-First Parish Church. Weston MA

1801- Peabod,v Esser Museum. Salem MA(A replica of the bell is on displa-v and the original

collections)

1801- Old South Meeting House, Boston, MA--ON THE FREEDOI,{ TRAIL

1 802-First Congregational Church, Worcester MA

1802- Milford Town Hall, Milford NH

is in museum



1803- Old South Presbyterian Church, Newburyport MA

1803- Bath Cit1,' Hall. Barh ME

1804- American Textile History Museum, Lorn'ell MA

1804- First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church. Kennebunk ME

1 804-Congregational Church. Newington NH

1805-Paul Revere House, Boston M--ON THE FREEDOM TRAIL

1806- Gloucester Unitarian Universalist Church, Gloucester MA

1806- Unum Life Insurance, Worcester MA

1807- North Parish Church, North Andover MA

1807- Gloucester United Methodist Church, Gloucester MA

1809- First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church. Northboro MA

i 810- First Congregational Parish, Unitarian, Norton MA

1811-St Pauls Episcopal Church. Newburyport MA

1811- Naturai History, Museum of Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA

1811- First Congregational Parish, Unitarian, Sharon MA

181 1-First Congregational Chwch, Hopkinton NH

1811- First Parish Church. Needham MA

18i4-Barre Town Hall, Barre MA

1814- First Parish Church" Wayland MA

1815- First Congregational Church, Princeton MA

1815-Beebe Memorial Library. Wakefield MA

1815- First Congregational Church, Georgetown MA

1816- King's Chapel, Boston M--ON THE FREEDOM TRAIL!

1816- Nofthampton Town Hall" Northampton MA

1816- First Church of Christ, Longmeadow MA

1816- First Unitarian Church of Providence, Providence RI

1816- Second Parish Church, Dorchester MA



1816- Christ Church, United Methodist, Lynn MA

I 81 7-Congregational Churcfu Topsfreld MA

1817-St Pauls Episcapai Church, Fawtucket RI

1817- First Congregational Church, Norwich VT

1818- Pieasaat Hill Commu::ity Chwch, Pieasant Hitl TN



nngrng onry tirnce eacrr year on uood Fnday and ar ;;;riirii* unn$rma$ Lve.

Ihe extensive frevere family business records held by the Historical $ociety show that the
levere firm. which continued under soveral difisrent combinations ol family members {Paul

?he fcundry a!s* pradu**ci a variety of srnaller shlp
rnd school bells, including a bell lor the frigate, Conetitution, launched in 1797, and a belt for the
tew Charlestown, Massachu$stts" State Prison in 1806. For a list of bells cast by the Revere
amily business written by Paul Revere, $ease see the web presentation of tyro pages fror* *
na*uscript vclurne frorn the ftsvere farnity papers.

\ Revere Seii far tne Cld Sauih Meeting Ficuse

n 1801, Samuel Parkrnan of Boston ordered the 48th church bellcast by the Revere toundry
the 71st bell. counting ship and "academic" bells). inscribed -FIEVERE & SONS BOSTON
r801.'and presented it to the town of Westborough. Massachusetts, for their Meeting House.
Vhen the Westbonrugh Meeting House closed in 1837, the town sold the 87$pound Revera bell
3 the Westborough Baptist Church which, in tum. closed inZA07. The Old South Maeting
{ouse of Boston, a nationalhistoric landmark, has been without a beli since !876. when the
nngregation moved to the Eac* Bay of Boston and took their dlurch bell with them. The Otd
iouth recently announced that it has arranged to bring the.lffestborough" Revere bell back to
krston, so atter a circuitous, 210-year iourney, a Flevere bell will ring kom the tower of one ol
ioston's most famous historical sitee.

i*ur;rs i*:' Further fresearch
:ischer, Savid Flackett. Paul Revere's Ride. New York: Oxford University Prsss, 1994.

*artella, Robert, Midnigttt Ftide, lndustriat Dawn: Paul Revere and tfie Oawtn of knerican
int*rpise, Baltimora: The Johns Hopkins University Press. ZO10.

'tictcey. Edward and Evelyn Stickney. The Eells of Paut Rever*,lrls Sons & Grandsons. Flev.
d. fBedford. Mass.. 1976].

tickney, Edward and Evelyn Stickney. Revsre Rovarberafions. Typescript, 1996. "This
oiebook covers the period of bellcasting by Paul Flevere. his sons and grandsons, from 1ZgZ.
838."

riber. Jayne E. ,4 True frepublican: the Life of Paut Revere. Amharst, Mass.: University of
lassachusetts Press, 1998.

nline icurces
ne blry post. "Paul f;evere's Ride*' describes the three manuscripts Revere wrote about his
mous ride to Lexington in 1775 and pravides links to web presentations of these documents.

re Massaciusetts Historical Society orryns a large cellection of manuscripts relating to Paul
evere and his descendants. Please s*e the co*iectisn g*ide t* the,ftevers family pep*rs.

t:.:^u:plt. of Paul Revere's engravings aro Ihe StoNy Massacrs perpetrated *n trrag Sfreet



Wikipiedia: Revere bells u'ere east *ut of the :r."r, forindn of ,',:r;' t:,,..,,.'i starting ilt 1792 in .'i;1r.r, t'. Revete hecame

knorvn professionali-v for his foundri*s and tbr being one of the fer,l. eompetent bell makers in the Unitccl States a{ ihe
time.,

Paui Revere opened his irell foun&'5, in the Boston's Fiorth End and" betrveen tire -vears 1792 and i 828. the fbundr"l'

east a total of 3?8 betls that varied frorn 500 to 2500 pouncls. The composition olthe bronze hells produced b3'' Paui

Revere r+as usuaily arr:und 77-92i, eopper. 2I ?b tin. and a small percentage of, r$intentional impurities such as zinc,
lead. nickei. and silicon. Rel ere *-as knor,viedgeable about the integrity of his metal and at one point even

corresponded u,ith an expefi in London about ihe purit-v of the tin o1'his supplier. Revere also cccasionalll'used a

pinch of silr,er in his composition ri,-hich drarvs from the superstitiori oithe tirne that silver added a nice tone to bells.

The last bell listed in the Revere and Cornpany stock books and inscribed with the Revere naule dates back
to r8z8 and nas cast for the Congregational Church in Benton F'ails, Maine.

Revere built an iron and brass foi:ndry in t7E7 on the corner of Lynn and Foster Streets in Boston's North fnd

In i800 at the age of 65" Paul Revere. motivated h3'patriotism and protit. and encouraged bi, a loan frorn the federal
governmen1 purchased and renovated a fcrmer gunporn"'der miil in Cantr:n. h{assachusetts for iise as B copper rolling
mili"

This 900 pound bronze bell was east in 1804 at the beii and cannon foundry of Paul .R.evere and Son. It was sokj in 1E05 to
the East Parish Church !n Bridgewater, Massachusetts" Today it is on dispiay in the Revere Hoi-tse courtyard. it is only one of
23 bells known to exist which were cast during the period of Revere's personai invoivement at tne foundry. Revere cast his
first bell in 1792, for his own church, the Second Church of Boston. He cast his iast beil in 18i1 when at age 75 he ended
hls aetive partnership in the far-nily firm. Between 1792 and 1828, the Revere foundry cast 959 belis

pjl u r- E, !iYH& fl {# s*}rs,
' Ji ti:rr'r ;*EL:. .rsd CAIiNS:* fSilH *tt1't

A; rarr li,rnft.lert +i ltrlio*, I 6.
. dt5 {5'l'r:rri troirh trEl.L{.*ne lirf: #,iroU$il, o! aay *+e

a-/ ar Briq\{. a4rtl ro rg? ilqgortcJ.'th-y )!inu'rft'qr," pqd !tr*p rcrdy far f11., lf{^r?,fi.
SF: t L5, lt {l tS, 34 gg-{:1en frir,r m ,tlr;}i+ +npprr.
a!:ti €61ll r+llett6 14+r! ie tl:r ilrrrrtt ra*r:*io**rs.

*!l le'in.lr ef G{J[ll]t]$11'l{}!r[ rrt iltt"tlS 1V{}t{F;,
t*t *t lhr thsruft **ricq"

BRfr{:E{ .nd PIr$Tt,g$, gHE.4?tilS$ jqAti.5,
Sl{{VEt. ltr;*dlcfe rn* fi:i! 31{,}XUt. i'{,}ti*3r f*r ,ir
-ld t: Crll-l givra f+; erd_{,'rerlf a,l5 .f :rj_n, * "- 

j i i *u:*

This advertisement for Revere's Foundry, measuring 2 718" x 2 tf 2", appeared in a Boston newspaper called the Calumbian
Centinel on February 21, L801. It eontains a woodcut af a beli and eannon and reads as foilows:

PAUL REVERE & SONS,
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This advertisement for Revere's Foundry, measuring 2 112" x 3 1/4", appeared in a Boston newspaper called the Cof umbian
Centirleton April 3, 1805. it contains a woodcut cf a bell and cannon and reads as follows:

PAUL REVERE & sON"
At their BELL and CAI\NON Foundry, ai fhe

North Part of BOSTCN,

CAST tsELLS oi ali sizes; every kir:d
*f brass ORDNANCE, and every tYPe of

Cornposition Slork for SHIPS, &c., at the shortest notiee;
Manufacture COPPER into SHEETS, BOLTS,

"SPIKES, 
NAILS, RIVETS, DOVETAII-S &c, from

Malleable Copper.
They alwavs keep, by them, every kind cf

Copper Fastening for Ships. They have now on
hand, a number of Church and Ship Bells, of different

sizes; a iarge quantity of Sheathing Copper,
from 16 up to 30 ounce; Bolts, Spikes, Nails, &c.

of all sizes , which they warrant equal to English rnanufacture.
Casn and the hiEhest priee given for cld

Copper and Brass. rnarch 20

taxp',fri,.* $f*rin;frr SF{tl}S^ &*' sr ri,rJ#.o,f'f-tarjr I 1

h{<irirf*,ltrrrc **ffgR isro $$sr.{i. tirr- r r,
i, ;i;; ;, N; ;. R;;;;,:b**" n, 
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fer*ni fi=t, ; a lxrgr rlui.rllfty ,r' litrrrtilir:u L,.'i::';r,
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r-{ii{" fiI,:\,r}:&li # f;{}};,
A'l; :.'g, ,l"-irt..: SJlrrf, ,1,:rl,l .,*:r'*l JfaJS;?i"]

Fd AV il: cr'lrfi anriy f*r la le-
*l & clit'lif rt grr.] /"(,*,{ui:}lt {ls. I-L\, E,{

aii *:t.ro t"i,tr:ir ci:r,v uil! .,trrrrn( dr,rr,tr ls silr.
ti!ldr rfi F-r,..r.,rqu rr.,I i r'errlr.y. F-rr,,rr p:l[r:na1
J11;',lrliirlif.!i::1,;;ri".r:i r. Xur*lrf I rn{i (hf nly !ff ts
rx-:r.r idnr-e. lirqy r14 ;,rI,.r*C tirgr ejer g'lr !*ria"
f :'li*n, ei,* " :li :<il, r;* e* g+-34 r.! eris! es tha?
C;!t1 he ifi:nr,r;rd i'rr. +,"r r--brqiaed i* f!:il ftilitxi{V.

$".ij**, &lav 7, :8.i;.

This acjvertisement for Revere's Foundry, measuring 2 5/i6 x 3 3/8', appeared in a Worcester newspaper called the
lo4assaehusetts Spy on Oetober 28, 1807. It contains a woodcut of a bell and caflnon and reads as follows:

CHUR.CH BEI.LS.
PAUL REVERE & SON,

Na. 13" Lynn Street, Narth End,805ICIV,

HAVE constantly for sale
CIJUR,CH aild ACADEMY BELLS, of

al{ sizes, which lhey wi{i warrani equal to any
rnade in Europe, or this country, From personal

information obtained in Europe, and twenty years
experience, they are assured they can give satisfaetion,

and will sell, on as good terms, as they
can be impo*ed for, or CIbtained in this eountry.

Boston, Mav 7, 1807"

cast a steady strearn CIf large chureh bells that often bCIre the elegiac inseription. "Ti-lH LlVIfiiG TO THE eHUReh{ I OALL
AND T0 Tl-iE GRAVE I SUMMON ALL." The foundry also produced a variety of smaller ship and sehool bells

ln lT96, Revere sold a beil to the Town of Falnnouth, MA. That is presumed to be the bell which is in the tswer of : ,":,,,

r,ii.:r,:;.,,,.,r::l.,:.r.::,. r..: ,r-;..'r of Falmouth; see the History page" {There once was also an Organ page which earried mcre
iniormation about the beii, but it has been removed.) This kreii is r,rndated, and carries no maker's narne, bui its poetie

inscription is the sarne as is found cn other bells which do carry the Revere natrne, and its style is the sarne.

old British lmperial system cf Cwt-qtr-Lb, which is sti{l in regular use to describe bells hung for ehange-ringing
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Summerlon House

Samuel Hunt's little handful ot tsue bslievers built
their pastor a line house in 171?. Known in later
years as th€ Summerton House, the large. gambrel-
rooted structure stood on Main Streel in Acushnet
near the present M€thodist Church, until ii was
razed in 1959. Courtesy ot ihe New Bodford Free Public
Library. bc**

a-;A**
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The Second Church ol Christ

A rise ot ground in Fairhaven Village became lhe
towh's Meelinghous€ Hill in 1784 when, under
continued criticism from Plyrnouth about the tailure
ot old Dartmouth to support public (read Puritan)
worship, the Second Church ol Christ in New
Bdlord was erectad at thc norttlcsgt corner ot
Cofiterand Maln Stre€l$ ThBn a orle-story structure,
lhe Congregational meeflnghouso laced Center
Street and the home of lsaac Drew, a parishionet
whose Sunday morning chores included keeping the
unruliesl ot the boys out ol miechief during the
intermis$ion in th€ sewics.

ln 1853 it was raised one slory, turned to lace
Main Slreetand renamed Phoenix Block ln 194O th€
churoh boll, cast in 1756 and said to hava b€en
audibla as rar eway as Woad's Hdo in ths clear air
ot the 18th cantury, went to a nerv home in the bell
t9ugr el lhB orh# sehgBl, rhef€ il remeinl sull
eari*ino lto ffim me$flqc "The LtYing te Se ghurBh

if[a$ affi t0B0 ffai4 i]iliffi &lL"tsrffsi el tta
M*{ffitmtrenl
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Fellowship of Faiths
bg Dans Beeues

There's a startling and revelatory mo-
m€nt in most oi our lives when we realize
that the "facts" of history we learned in
school are not necessarily so. Take the
story o{ the Pilgrims. Countless bits of infor-
mation aboul early Amenca have been
homogenized into the iamiliar Thanksgiv-
ing saga. the one in which the black-clad
Puritans and their Wampanoag hosts sit
down to a feast ol turkey, com on the cob
and pumpkin pie- Cranberry sauce came
later.

The settlers' story, simplified for
children, is what most of us Yankees
remember, but the truth about the earliest
days of old Dartmouth especially the
religious skuggle - is much more dramatic
than the traditional account.

In pursuing their dream of religious
{reedom, the first comers didn't leave theit
docbinal differences behind. ln the new
world, they carved out their areas of in-
fluence along denominational lines, with
the Puriians, or Congregationalists,
wielding the biggest sticks. Although Dart-
mouth was organized in 1664, the new
township was r€mote from the center ol
religious and political power in Plymouth,
and it wasn't until 1708 that the provinclal
govemor and council ded to settle a
Puritan minister over the town.

The hapless young man, Samuel Hunt,
was not answering a call to the pulpit: he
was foisted on an unwilling population,
arnong whom only 15 iamiiies made him
v.relcome at what became the Fir$t Precinct
Church at the Head oJ ttre River. Dari'
mouth's remoteness hom Plymouth had
made it a fine camping ground for religious
exiles, Baptists and Quakers among them,
who had iearned early on that the Puritan's
zeal ior iitrerty of conscience extended only
to Puritans. The Quakers, in fact, had had
a meefinghouse at the Head o{ the River
since 1596. Poor Hunt, who married Han'
nah, the daughter oi Seth Pope, the
wealthiest man in Fairhaven Vilhge, found
himsell in 1710 humbly petitloning the
general courl of Massachusetts Bay to vote
,fiirn ro*" financiat aid to eke out Hunt's
isalary of 30 pounds a year.
' The court, under a law passed tn 1706,
increased the annual lax bill of the town of
Dartmouth to 60 pounds to cover the
minist€r's compensation. For the next 18
vears, the court kied repeatedly to collect
ihe tax while the selectmen of Dartmouth,
some of whom were iailed for their de-

,.{iance, deuissd schemes, many of them
marvels of semantics. to avoid paying it'
Hunt's little handful of true believers,
meanwhile, built their pstor a fine home in
1712. tt/fd}w/il. m Iflr,i 9ci*s s fS4 Sf*-
s#!6rl F""otr+e. {sf urq#' $ufft4rs6{e$
etrtrehw€ sts&d P{, trdarn $&Aft 'ln, 

.

J' ':;i r',

:. I

.i !,n

":l! i-&



6tluni x1 ?*nAooJ

tNo STAND4RD. h;j"r{'t lil,r,\Y, SEI-TEIIBER- 1'2, 1l

r{,.1 Lfr : .lrElrl: .rLliI} t'.1 t 'l: Ittl!'tllitrt I11t(-) Cnti'r' l'n'

,'wlll ltiNG AGAIN.
aird will hAvn lt lriaceri i:: ;is.t'r":i'li
nf. lltr tahool bulldtnf.rt Irlorth lbJr-
l1.van'....' ..' . ':.

i
i
t
t
o

t
I
I

L

,

*

&
\\rt

u{

\rt,\t

bep+ 1a
'a ,.

1'

i

I

i

I

l,

I

I
,
t
o.
I
I
s
t
t

B
3

:

P-r6l- I -€ a I.ID!IT'IiE bET,T, :I.O AE FI}I'(;I'I'
: .nf StilfOOf,UOUttD.: : ' --:

',, , .. .;., :

', .t' 
'_ !,

Wlu Bc ll4ril4t{d ot t{rrtt }blr}r8ren
*lUtrc Bcn fa B{lfr? rX 'nre,enU
ril.*t: sro6', Tta-n*or. ier'. E{hool

i.

.:I I

,ilftor hEvinr rcmilned .prauticelll'I
unuieil ln thp botfrY of th6 Phoerrlr|
IIaU l,ltildtBi lD Fclrbdl en fon' th€t
rart io yoa.fl tho hell ahrcl sag i
ii.Ilta--.r,l"i t. i;ra ,. to tle'n-oveS i
irtxt tit'-!t to'tho rchoolhouEt In Nortn
!'atrhs\eh. io fulflll lho doul)lo duty 

'

of rlnrlng \ho hour ot xhool onenelrS 
;

&nd to lmDrovG the ,Ystem ot nro 06- 
{

D&rtmrnt "1..m 
tlnglnl.. l'u to lE{l'l

2s *'h",, th6 tsotlFreFrtlgnal chuffn I

ru se<ttd- th. b;ll ..n.d to ,ulllll I
th. lntcrtDubtr upon ,t, rhlrh r"dl: 

1

. "Th. llvlnl to ihP chufrh I call,,, 
I

And (o thr';rt(c i atrrtqlon all -

itr"" in. rrlt tlon ol thc- i'rtt ?<l{:'
fl.e. horcsar'. th( rinilii of tht b'll
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n(^F. ho\l'61'er, th6 rlnl, nt Of. thB Dttl
fli l svmmortt tr, church brii br?n drt.
alnnllno*d tlrtt lt hat roll.d ths dnflth
ol Irr,.ClrlCnla 'Lltii(,1)l anrl (lnrflrlrt,
n,l of {}.nrrcl Bh.fldan, [a cirll*r
',8, al8$, llls bo]..o rJF thr! toqn ,n6d.

)! tlrr lr dlrtl uf i)h Lb. nlxht betoro
!h6 f-ourt lr th . tllnrD thd t cllr,' . ind
;.lng tho.lrgll tq twblorr lho tnhDtri.
arrrrtr ef rtre towa. Th6 ichoryl ..om-
mlttcr hrs 1,ur,'lrertd th6 hell'lrofir
tho I'rrncrl*: llrll r.cocl&tlot!.. .-'

Thrr gt lout do thr o,d?f . lnb{rtl:
tanlt tcrnornbar lL'

In irre bellry of lhli old churc{.
wla hunr tho ,lmt b.ll ln th6 vlllrfrf.
of i!]lrhrvFn, Ilelo , Sherm*n1 r.n{l
Se,mutl l)roctor Boro th6 cotn'rtltt"o'
Bhn D,rFr:ha8Fit lt r,l Paul fttverc.'Th6
r"c.ipt tor'lhll bell ,holn lhn ddta
of llir'!a- r?t3. 'ttr cort rer II{D-11,,
EBd l{l rrt3ht f ll lrouodr, ' "EBO a{l t.I[trt , Ba IBrIosr' ' ., ]

,tr lt lr .lrrtrllofrsbl. fitst ar Drear-.(nt tl t 'r tho bell'r wtlf ht- tfre (,r1.'l(nt t 1,, tho b"ll t wtlXhl- the rlrl.l
lorbull"tlcr qlll no douht rn!. lhs.
m:tlar. ,itirfl4torlly:.. 1' ,,' . ,. - llt: I :. :'r ' ,'cantnn, tepi;. tt, 'ltlt. :1.fir. f,. N, EnutJ.oln, ' ;.i'. r .;

.t.! i iri .' , lorr f'lr r

'' ; - 

.- 
ln t"Dty t,,t {o(ri . ,r\.dr'

wtrlch rpr r*h1 mo trf.fho'po*tmnrtcc'

''1"' ii ;;i;i;'i ir-ii,ji'*#riii r, uo*
'hor-.'n ,rt Phnantx I!lrl,:k wu buili f o*
- clrur('h. lt ?i, 1 iwrtrtor? Jlluc*
rrre, dn rh6 brow of a iedge. rtttY
lroral xrr,' plot, lufroundtrrf lt-

' Thc tivlnr'to lhr t:iturch I esli '
And. {o tlrl 8r+Y, 1 surhr2o-fi. al,-

'::r. (rnitoirbtodt]' lt me i 'lha:.'t'eqri-iia-:
mFlttr s,r 'p.r ttr lntc[lpttori. At Etry:
i-ato {t .Otrt lcr!..lcp _u$t! (he pF&enti
3a;::Te,i6iionai - ci;t{il .6riif,1'c s'45.g"l'.:r-,iirio"ii - c!-;*ir . o.!if,1'J n'nr.
ilr!llt ln 164.{-5, ;.h.n thq -old hall'
cea6ed lu 'icell .8nd Rummon.':,:,Tinl*"i.."4--i" 

-'r"ti'and aummon.;:,,'Tirrte
haiing.. ra,vBl{eil thc iry9odtr.. >-okr,
\ih:ch h"lO lhld tii-1, tt lPnB moyod td.
th(, nofli of thc tcw&r 8rm6 !0 y9flrt
r-r.\. (Jr orc:liona fuoh d, Prc=ldtnt't

wlrtch *ar 6cnl m6 by lho Po:tmnrter
of lhlo iok n [- sorrld rdr* t]at I.-]Byt
tn my'1roe:eralon s,ll o( tho perbond
rnd t'uFtnrlrt Pepert ol rnY great
rrahdlrihsr I'!irl -Rot6i.. I hsYa look-
.rt. ovrr h,E accountt of dcrltngr of-
bells whlch ho rnede, erid nnd .thnt ho
,qrri! for tbe tiltfn df- Nctr Eldiard.
rDd .deth'.red lrr 1It$ * bell 'vhlch
Bei6hrtl ?bd . nounrtr. ' . On DlsY !{r
1786 hig cr -h brs\ ,hloE,' ttrs r?cetFt
of f100-16 from'lNerc:l,. haac. Shcr-l
man Bnd Ss;;rur) . Proctor for ?69'
pau;d bpl), ilnd 'or ilrls ls 'urc . onl) '

wG,8ht of beil ,hrt he rFsde Et lhl^'
,,nx", I atrunlt rh&t they aro tte ram?. i
lfie-nainca .ot I.hctme,t'.'nd . Procto-r
! r,.r ' fiu)' flnd . it'rEtlfioA u'lth !:Btr'
h&1,an .t uain';sr of ihoite .duyr... .f'ir.
,IrNi bPll that ]'ol, ark about. f crn'
Elr e you no inloFmat]on. f t docr nat
3|rnw in Paul llel'Fra'! bookl and wls
ptribably- qf iorclfn mtke' ?hD .!c-
ond bclllI b61. elpleincd thovo.''Yor*.
:.'. ... If,'llllnm IJ. Heycro,

:it *ir.cast Uf l'rUt Revors at lf,i
frulLOry, l^vru siqoot, Bosiron,'iitd: <tg-
l:v.rrtl ro th6 cominlti.d ln thE ltlt-ptr
bir( ol 1?!t,,. tnd gn the heil I8.l,hl[,
).d$crlltlort: . 

' " 
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n
Y"* a*b a r,-.::a. {}:t oec.*1pna, truo}r a: Frc:-ad*rrt'r

I.':c*n e,'ld Gsiiicld..ind , 1:{:reth
: :-;:,--?r'fl l(-, r. i,r -.1.1 .-',trr':J i -:i
war tr: r':':lrt .ir-i- .'Yr- Begfor<- ,rniEi
Nrrnqi:1.;. ihie-$;!1. ''?.E{ ,tol}rdi. ,.-,
.r')'ho cni:-. irir+a flut.'iCo trf lhl. nbolc'
tiral 'tlie bcll hk-., bt*n he ''d'.lt on
th+ rve of i.ho }Pcurtlr 0f Jllt)';'r
ir.traiia -toi,nr m*'r.hncs rlirnbod th;
rlr$ple oy.Gr r.t)! roc? by- ttlcolra of llr
Ilahtntn$' .r+d .rnd h&v6 ruD5. &n
ioli.:d , rr'nt!l tba', pereplrrtjon l!6urr
nofi,t! l1'reir- b'a!r6t'they 1a thc jtrlea
t:rEo ha14nf r..r.1lrly tho artbfazUpn'nf
linon'lng t})lt thc .'le'r.ory ajld..hpAl'y.
lali( n" trei'r tletnE: kept frgm rnrretr
r.rrr:Jsd rcFt. Rrtf lhat pngtim} hoi
b<tn no morc foi'6 numb(E ot.to&ri
Anl no.w,njrffi feeilng romo le y.dn,
oAc" 8tralh Ls thLr bnll tb htr .!ut t(l
uirr lD E dauble tarrrt ai ltr.tn.l:riDuDlr
r'8d& ti Jt,)rr notr bn ltp CqIl- rltl
tr" r0 th$-.ohildr"n to th6ir datty
rtrifjjq,ii *hd.alro : thi fi tonren -a*.occ*i
F!,rrr requ jrE{ th€{r EGI?lcet. ,F B tht
rajin'.l Cor:rtnlltx ha, OurthlrEdd ih,.{l";rr*l aor:rfitltx hB, Ou"cltoruCd .thii
btp oJ 'th6 iP_hoaD{+ tleil,.B!roc}atl&lt ::'.,.. . ;t,in.+'.-.',:'". ) r.,'-;."1....
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Ir :he Jprin,q cf l-7Cl :{hat is .i1'1..r 'i-:1.,1 ?. a^,-. -i.:.t . L:.r.,

l;as 1r-rilt fcr a church. rt i.:as a i\-;G :t::".- ::!:..i:i._.--.i:i, ir:q

\r:', :f a ledqe, with broad -rass pLnte si:.rr:rr_l:i1:., j:. li-r-ie

at l-e:s! ,io the clder in\a5i:a:1 fs reren!:Er i r.

i:: tae belfry cf this c1d church r,:as 1-,11.2 iLe : i=it
'.-11 i.* :he vil-l_aqe of Sairhave::. Isaac :hor:.ra ..-,., -r:t J

'f ::: ^t- t.l.r!-e fLe C-:nrrri-iiee -'1-,. aq-;1.r-!1;=c::i i: .:._ -:..1 -:-.-r* .

:Y-- -.:^ai tr- i-f llis :e]_-t- S.:..,." l,-.e, -r:A.t.: ,:r_ ..?.., 1.,-, -:-t.,

1t. : -s: '.,== dt4^- li. e.-,d its -,,ai-rht is 7,i^ -,^..-r. , - .;ai

.:is* :'.' -=rrl .-euere at hi_* f,:,;-,,iryr 1_7rn st:=+:, -!r.--: , ?.*..-

-c. 1i"-q:=i tr !le c.:rnitEre i_:.r ihe laifer -,.ir: -: -_- )j , a.:.-l

.r:': :t= --=11 is ihis irscril:i,1a:

'The iivi:r. :f the ,:r!:r.i I :;I-

a::d :) ::ie -r-'11t' i <t:-:':= :'! 'l .

.'::i:,.:cte:iv if rei ihe :ecui re-.+:ls :s -:er i:: i:si.r-: _

I: ^:l . .' : anl: i'qi? it .jiC se11'ice rt:::; I ii^.4 -)=as-a-.! --....--r+.?:?,_

ii -::::i il,-rqgl: eCif ;ce .te.s iuil_t i:i i-,Rdl-j , .,,\+i; :?.? ^l-l 1,:rr
cc?sli :,: tcall and su1-rc-. r

1l^o..toode.- y.t<e t.rlilt h+1ds the beli is iasi i:f::."i1.._
as ii.-e '^es o1, and torlay i1 is Lrnsafe to ri,,1c i? =< 1?

':\1 " rf is a sr"leet tcne, !:ut has been unusec f or :ian-v, nan_r"

.vears. It is nore than probable that by another i,ear it wr-rl
be ,ut into use once rnore as a part of our fire aLarrnsJrste:r,

cn the occaslon of Abraharn Lineolnrs death, as also that
af President Garfield, and rnore reeenEly, on the death of
General sheri-dan, as the body i":as being conveyed frorn lioncuir
to ler'.' Jecf ord, it was tolled as a nar.r: of respeer.
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ho+::--l ':f 12ie i,ears, is l?a ir.e e1,re tf tie i,lr-rrt'-- -: l,:Ly, ' l-.----

irtro:rd .::rurl,r nen have c Li-rr!re a t.c the s::"1D l-r., 'fver^ "::." r":,r'r '- r?

'4ea'i.a rf tl:e liqhtnin< roa. a':: ia.:e r:un.s a"'!.1 t:11-,.'1 r::'rii l- ii'r e

Dersniratinrt Daut:e'l dir\tn their !racl--s.' Thev in l[a 1o2n1i'*'a

harJin- sir.rt1, fhe satisfaetlon of f:nlrrin,I that thert:;aarv ancl

hpavy-ladentr $rere beinq k"pr frcrr ruch neecled rest.
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HAEES' ACADEMY BELL

AtrouE L795 several citizens interested thensel-wes in a

*r'rv€^1€11 t tSqard the builCinq cf a sfruetlrre .+hereiIi tl-re lr.:'l::.', leri:e

of hi-her aca{leinic branche 3 -rlght be tau..hi to t::e ;'rr-rthi ancl
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THE BELLS OF FAI-RHAVE^{ -- pAR'r' rr
--- 
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gnlcRlicATlnr\AL r:lIltRclt Brir;t

The substantia I strucrure af lhp Drose''rt :'- n.,,r.rr.{-.r.ri rr..: I

chUfch hras erecterl rJurino 1e4.1-i. 'il-,on .on--}ro5.-,;, ii r,pi.--1r_

noted f or its hieh to\.rcr uhich crri lr-j ''e sr:r,;-r rri I rs. n..,4;, hi./ tlil
SallOrs, and I^:as valrrahle a.s a lanri.qarl:. j;-;:-ir. lL:r- rrpj:it. z.aLe

of September I, 1869, this ster'Dlc r,ia:.. i-, 1. 1i.;r, rir;r.,r,, ?r.ir1, rc rl;ifrr
no :tttempt has been made to rehrrilri it te i::: f oi-..;,t" r,, jr,1-rr-.

The be11 hung in this helfry r.ras c,asl r,;r rrrr,y., :. ,lr,.ri,irij:

and Co. of Boston ln 1844. lts';i,i,.hr is l.1rrl . r)iirrrr.
fhI-s be11 has ever heer e snLrrci, r-,f trrch .r1€;.s5-,1-.=, ri.)i

only to the memhers of this chrrr<'l-: , btit ir, a i I r.:1-,r Li,.,rr .1j../D::

heafd lt sounrl f orth th+- eal l rrf tte r,.,,r. ;:-,-r ,:.rr.q1r i.r : t!, ,1!...tt

1tS fOne lS 1ou.1 an.l C la.qr an,:l ..:4iy ;ir., ,.l-rr., t.:l: ., ?,..r\., i r Fl:r,

srreetest sounrllno hel, l i.n fDl.;,.i.

Th ls be 11 ha s a ts r-. ry I ave,-i 4

flremen whgfr their sen,icr-,s r.jere

Sweet S lumber a\rra1z f rorr f h 1se r+1. -,

the glorious Fourth.

About 1S32 a r,,^ .iar\,t r;,.,-.lFr, .:tr jr l-.1--. ?..:\.: l''.'li itl f .t

D::t*tinr,nt );1 rf in .a'l 'i i Xo th+

neerlr',r{; &S r.}r}l.i ai i3 t, I,e.}ir-

l+'flrltad l..:S tr .]i thr. ..t-r6, rf

An Interestlne Iilf !ory r,I*?wrr i).r:f r;rt. i-rrl,li sr-ir.rl
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Tne extensrvg ft*v*re famii-rr biislr:ess ieesr.is reie *-i- i-e H;s:*ri*ai S*eiety *h*r: ihal ih*
fterrere firm. ..thlc* crniinuec under seirerai di!{erer:i '*cmbrnati+n* of fa*iiy ,n*n*ers iPa,;i
ftevere ended lrie act*ve rs{€ isl ?he beii-rnaking *artruership in 1&11i cast a stea$y strearn *f
iarge ehur*h beits that oft*n bere tlre elegiac insc*ptiorl" "THS LIV1NG ?S Tt-iE CHuftCt{ I CALL
AhtS TS THE #ftAVE { SUMIUON ALL." The iau::*ry also sre*iueen a var!*ty *f *,,r',ailer shia
ar* s*to"ei h*lls. inciuding a heli isrihe friga.te. C*nstiiufior'':. iar;;:e,-ree in iT*7. a.rc I hel! f+rthe
new Chavlest*!ryn. I'nasseehusetis. $ia:e Priser: ,r i $SS" F*r' a lisi *f *eirs ea$i sy' t3e Hev*re
fa:'niiy busrirgss written b:* Paui *evere. please see ihe rveb *rese*tatioi: cf

in 1801, ,Sarnuel Parknnan *f Boston ordered the 48th church bell cast by the Revere ioundry
{the 7'ist beli, counting ship and "academic" bells}, inscribed "REVEHE & SSNS BO$TO[!
18S1." and pr*se*tsd it to the town of Westborough. Massachusetts, for their Meeting House.
rVhen the Westborough Meeting $'{ouse closed in 1837, the town sold the 876-pound Fievere bell
io the Westhorough Baptist Church which, in turn, closed in 20A7, The Std South lrdeeting

'**use of Boston, a national historic landmark. has Seen without a beli since 1876" when ihe
;ongregation rnoved to the Eack Bay of Boston a*d toak tl'reir church betl with them" The Old
South recently announced that it has arr*nged to bring the -\#estborough" Revere bell back t*
3ostcn, so atter a circuitous. 21CI-year journey, a Revere b*il wili ring from the tower sf one of
3aston's most lamous historicai siles.

:t*cher, David Hacketl. Paui Revere s Frde. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

\4artello. Rabed. Midnight Ride, lndustrial Dawn: Paul ftovera and th€ Growth of American
9*terprise. Baltimore: The Johns Hepkins University Press, 2010.

Stickney, Edward and Evelyn Stickney. Tlte Betts of Paul Flevere, his Sons & Grandsons. Hev.
:d. fBedford. Mass.. 197SJ.

iti*kney, Edward and Evelyn Stickney. frevere Reverberations, Typescript, 1998. "This
totebook co\rers the period of bell casting by Paul Ftevere, his sons and grandsons, frorn 1TgZ.
t839.-

lriber. Jayne *., A Tru* frepubtican: the Life of Paut Revere. Amherst, Mass,: University of
vtassachusetts Press, 1 gg8.

]r'liixe $ource$
f'h* blog post, "Failt ftevere's Ride*describes the three rnanuscripts Revere wrsle abqut his
arnous rids to Lexington in 1775 arrd provides iinks to web presentati+ns of these d+curnents

i'he Msss*chusetts llistorical $ociety s!rn$ a |arge csllerti*Nl sf m&n$$srpts relatirp tg Feut
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New Bedford to buitd a new Oxiord School far $12,34fr. The two stcry,

brick buiiding had just four classrcoms - two on each flocr with fr"ont

and rear staircases and central halls. The roof was slated and sver the

front portico the words OXFCRD SCHSOL were mounteei in red terra

cofta. Oxford was the first large eiementary school built with town tax

money, the earlier Rcgers Schsol having been a gift.

Construciion was finished at the *nd of October 1896, and students

rnoved in in eariy November. Dedicatian ceremonies for the new school,

featuring rnusic. prayer and speeches, were helC at the Town hall,

presided over by Superintendent of Schools [. B Gray. Teachers during

the first year were Kate Drew, grades I &2; Grace Nickerson, 3&4; and

Mary D*novan, 4, 5 & 5.

BS t *34- ry*& *&er the *pening of a {ath*}ic Schc,*i ** S&prff* Feirftw€r+, l

#** :$ehs**'? f*$r r-osrl1s b?ere *tted ta {*F*{ry*T,*.ffi'

&ffi..#feru, Sp*st't S3q*** t* add four s"lor* classrc*ms t* ***r*# ,::rf@

b&&e#*ffitA{:t}}eg ti#:l1e tlre Qevere bell veas rernq}ve* fre*Eitr **
,and *rst*lied in Sxf*rd's new cupola. This second phase *f s+nstr{.isr{*@

completed what is naw known at the "oid bi:ilding," which served well

until i 951 when a$376,?04 coniract was awarded ta Sullivan-Foster lnc.

fcr another addition. Only shortly befsre this newer wing was added,

the schosl saw its first male teacher. David Cargili, who taught a year ai

Oxford Schaol in 1949-50, then later taught math at Fairhaven High

S<h**i-

ln the 1970s a poriable classroom uvas installed behind the school when

kinclergarten classes were begun.

rri*w One-hUndr"ed years after its firSt CiassrC*n'ls iiirere nUiit, tne
iyenerai:ie Cxf+ri Schoci stiii serves ihe chiidren *f i.:irha;er; '''ryci;.

5ee also ar-: ar-ttiie ab*ut lhe ceni*nr-riai in :he itew:Bedfoi"G

Siandar i Tirnes,
* Phqtos ef ihe Cen'iennlal festiviiie s by aiumna i'vi;t'y-:an* ,ticna;::

/-*6

g

* eonienls of the -Tlm.elep5de br-:ried cn the se hc*! gr'*urrd:.
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From: Paul Revere House <stafl@paulreverehouse.org>

To: Bradydoug <Bradydoug@aol.com>

Subject Fairhaven Bell

Date: Wed, Sep 23, 2015 4:30 pm

Dear Doug,

Sincerely,

Patrick M. Leehey
Research Director
Paul Revere House
19 North Square
Boston, MA 02113
61 7-523-2338
617-523-1775 (tax)
,,.:,: :;l;.:i.,ir,tl."ii,a:.1'$i-i.r.::i::l: : :i



Fairhaven Bell

Sep 23" 201-s .+:4i pm

Frocr Paul Revere House staf{i@.paulreverehcuse"org

To Bradydoug Bradydoug(llaol.com

Dear Doug,

I could summarize altof my cornments as follows:

Perhaps this witl be heipful.

Sincereiy,

Patrick M" Leehey
Research Direetor
Paul Revere House
'tS lVorth Square
Boston, MA 021 13
61 7-523-2338
817-523-1775 {fax}
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Revere bell
ByVivian Yee

returns to Boston

Globe Ccrresnrcndent

Tire zlc-3.ear-old heil r{as rery}oved frorn the "beifu' of the 1$estbororigtr First Baptist Cir::r*.n ix
pa*s" First, its ,l oke 'ur,as brought dort'ii {}om the r+'itite steeple, fo}ior+,ed b-r- its frame. Tiren catrte
the gleenistl-grar"'*eil, ridged and rus6'. ",r.ith "R.evere & Scns" ciearly "n isii:ie ia raised letters r:n
its side.

Wiih eaeh piece, iong;tirne lfestborough residents sart: e sqt:a1l part cf their liistcrt siip ai.'ar',

Sne cf o;ily e3 suntrtng belis cast b3- Revere, the ircii has peaied out from tire ehurci:"s steepie *-t

45 &{ain 5t. siii*e t8eg. Starii::g this faXl" it utl} c}rie^ne fron: an even r:lder stte: Bostc*'s Si* Sr:*li:
Meeting li*ust.

The iaesi"bcrougil cburch hari been lccking tc sell iire beli sin*e th.e cirurch rne:nirers r.*t*d tc;

dissc,ive ia JuiS- z{)'a7, *iting dr+iadiing me*rbers}rip ar<lbaii";oning c*sts"

Fer sel.erui 3€&;si ihe i<-:$.:l 'lried tc) scrape icgether enougir ixloae3't* niak* sure the beii sta-v+* il:
lVestboro-*gi:, b';i the effcrt faile<i"

"trt is sad ie tffie that heritage,." said 84-year-old "Iacqueiine Tidmaa, wh* ser-"ed as

?Vesiborough's i:L<ioriac fcr g4 Srears. "trt's a magniticent tr]eii""

But th.e 876-pound iron beli, i;-hich tr&-esthorougir tort:t fathe:'s purcirased for $e"69 tr: rSor fu'*r*
Re-r,.ere's fbrindry-. rniglrt acqaire even filore historicai significanee ia its nert hon:e.

It is <.:r:e ** tLe ciCesi Revere bells in existence - otrder ihacl the 
-be}] 

at {he F- etlli F"eqere E{*use" Xt

i-e returning tr-: the birt&piace ot-&e LZ:11 B*-qton'Iea Par$'.

3::d osrce there . it l.di be iinkei ia tile *]d Sou*r &Ieeting Hoilse'*q :.?65 :orser *ic,ck" one *f the
r:ldest operatrng tclr'er ciocxs i* the ecx:try.

f'foe beii is scheduie{ ,o usrir:e tcmo:'rcrc, :-n E*st**, lt'here it \{"i}t ireccme t}:e thlrd Re'"'ere beii clt
the Freedorn Traii, joinihg t&cse ai the REl'ere llouse and King's Cb*pei.

After p*iisliiag it and restori*g t-ne <;rigi*ai yoke * ihe f,rau-re that'hoids :he Lrei} in place - the
01d South Meetiiig i{*use plans t* d-ispiay t}:e heii througho*t {he sun:xrer a*d t}ren instail it i;:
the restcred'i-orl'ex b3- Septen:ber.

Residents of lt-estbarougb N.it receii'e i-ree sdmission to the exhibit ihjs summer. ilid S*uti:
Meeling F{ouse execuiive <iireetcr Emi13- Curran said"

The Cld $auth Meeting House had n*t ceered a bell since i825"

"What's so speeiai abcut this is thai it'l1 stili be in use and people r*ili stiit enjc3" it," Curraa saii.
"trtr'e're l.ery mindi;I of presentng the !-rist*ry- of the beii""

When the 0I<1-{<;utir }Ieetiag House ireard of the Westborougir beil, il'q ataffeasi aside pians t*
ord.er a nelv beii and struck a deai *'ith tl:e church.

Curran 'ieclined to disciose the pice, hrut the auction house Skinners, of Bostott. had rak:ed t}:e
betri at ctrose to $l miilion" But Curran said ihe price *r'as rnucir les-q than that eariier appiaisa3"

hltp:l.i*",r-rv.hostc,n.ecnelnera's.,'ioeall:na-qsachuset{si'aitielesl2$l ir'06i'24,'rec,ere beii reluri!s .-- 8.'i;'3*i5



fievere bell returns to Boston - The Boston Globe PageZ ofZ

The Old South Meeting House mrght be one of Boston's most u,ell-kno$.n landmarks, trut in
Westborough, the Revere bell is equally beloved, Tidman said.

Arriving in Westborough in a wagon from Boston, the bell originally belonged to the towrr's
meeting house, where religious serr.ices w-ere conduetecl.

It then went to a second meeting honse, where followers of the Congregational denomination
met.

But a nerv ehurch was built, and they couldn't fit the bell in, so they loanecl it to the Baptists"

For years, the Baptists rented the Revere bell for about $2.6o per year, according to tolrm records.
The church eventually bought it outright, said David Nelson, chairman of the First Bapti.st
Church board of trustees"

But little of the bell's history* rvas knorur until the Baptists began to talk of selling it. Norr, only
the handwritten order the town fathers sent to the Revere foundry and a few other papers
documenting the bell's movements remain.

Yesterda-v morningo two residents rang the beil in Westborough for the last time.

Tomorrol, the bell lr.ill return to its city of origin, where it $rill ring out across dolyntown Bostan
<rn the hour, everv hour.

Vivian Yee can be reached at ryee@glotre.com.

:i-,ri'flf,irlji',i,:rrrrlt:rl,.i:.la-.\t-,._ -.. .- .,' _ _ - * . _

http:/lnruvw.boston.com/news/locallmassachusetts/articles/2Allfi6l24lrevere bell returns... 8iili20l5



The Paul Revere Beii was entered ,nto Re\reres Ledger May 24"h,i796 by lsaac Sherman and Samual

Proctor who was listed in the covenant of the founders of the religious body known as the Second

Church of Christ in New Bedford. When Fairhaven became its own town in 18L2 The Church changed its

name to the First Congregational Church of Fairhaven, MA . The original Meeting house was built in
1V94 and later years hecame known as the Phoenix Hail Block. This building is now where the Euro

Building Stands

The Paul Revere Bell costs 1SS pounds and 16 sirilli*gs. The bell itssif weights 756 por.rnds and bears the

il'lscription "The Living ta the Church i call and to tl^re grave I slimmon All". I was originally a church bell

which called those to worship. Later once placed in Oxford school it called children to class but also

served as afire alarm system ... remember folks there was no taxing or face tirning back then... the bill

rnging was a fc:'m of old time texting.

The iollcwing is fronr fhristcpher Richard cri the Oxford Sehool Constructie n: ln iune of 1895,

the Town signed a contract wiil-'r Brouvneli & Murklanei of New Sedford tCI build a new Oxford

Schooi for 512,340. The two stsry, brick building had just four classrocms - two on each floor

wlth front and rear staircases and central hails" The roof was siated and over the front portico

the words CIXfCRD SCHOOL were mounted in red terra cotta" Oxford was the first large

elementary school built with town tax money, the earlier Ragers Sehool having been a gift.

Constructian was finished at the end CIf Cetober 1"896, and stucjents rnoved in in early

Novernber. Eedication cerernonies for the new schooi, featuring mLrsic, prayer and speeches,

were held at the Town hall, presided over by Superintendent af Schools E. E Gray" Teachers

during the first year were Kate Drew, grades I &2; Graee Nickerson, 3&4; and Mary Donovan, 4,

s&6.

8y LSL4, even after the opening of a fatholic Schoot in Narth Fairhaven, the exford School's

four rooms were fillecj to capaeity. The Town, thet'efcre, spent Sa0,000 to add four more

classrooms to the rear of the buiiding, Ai that tisne the Rsvere beil was removed from Ph*enix

iJail and inEtailed ir: Oxford's new cupola l"951when a $376,204 ccntract was awarded to
Sullivan-Foster lnc. far another addition. Only shortly before this nevver r*ring r,ruas acided, the

school saw its first male teacher, David Cargili, who taught a year at Oxford School in 1949-50,

then later taught math at Fairhaven l{igh School. ln the 1970s a portable classroom was

instailed behind the schoolwhen kindergarten classes were begun.

The original location of the now Euro buitding had a cupola on top which hsused the Revere

beli. Over the years the cupola became dmamged and in need of repair and was taken down.

The Bell itself originally had a wooden yolk along with a wooden wheel on the side which would

rock the bell when the rope was pulled thus ringing the [:el[. Time and age damarnged the

wodden yolk and supports so the rnembers brcught the bell down to the main floor so that it



wouid not feli arrc be damaged" The bell rang very rarely after that. The *eli uvas rolled out to

the sireet to toii for the deaths of President Lincoln, President Garfield an* for General

Sheridan as his hody lvas conveyed from Nonquit to New Bedford, it in,as tolied as a mark of

respect.

CIur Town Paul Revere Beli was ihe 12th bell made at the Revere Foundry in Boston Mass" lMany

bells were lost to history from darnage by cracking, some hit by lightning, others by fi;"e to the

steeple in which they hung... Of aii the known surviving bells ever made today, our Paul Revere

Bell is rhe 3'd oldesi i<nown in existence. Our bel| is even clder than the bell which now hangs

in Boston's Old South meeting House which cjate is 1801.

1'totdest bell is dated 1792 ancj nangs in the StJames Episeopai ehui'eh in Cambridge $JtA

2"o oldest bell is dated 1795 and hangs at Grovelanci eongregational ehurch in Groveiand MA

3'c oldest bell is dated May ?4, 1795 Town cf Fairhairen MA

4rh oldest bell is dated Novernber 30, 1796 sits in Faimouth at ihe Firsi Congregational ehurch"

Sth cldest bell is datecj 1797 ai the Peoples tsaptist Church, Bcston fi,lA

Why doesn't the Bell say Revere... we will never know an answer to that question,, but it is

eonsidered due tG the fact ihis is rhe srvlaliesi chureh beli he maeie and he could not fit the

church inseription and also fit his na!'ne an ihe beil as we!i. But we wili never know for sure, But



Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov>

Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 1:14 PMDoug B. <>
To: Angie Lopes-Ellison <alopesellison@fairhaven-ma.gov> 
Cc: Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov>

Hello TA Ms. Angie and Ms. Vicki:

The Bell Committee would like to request To be on the Select  Board  agenda on June 27,2022.

The purpose:
The select Board gave unanimous consent to locate the Revere Bell and housing the right side of town hall.( if facing 
town hall main entrance)  and choose the Oxford cupola design unanimously. 
The purpose for this request is to explain the next step of the revere bell project.  We have a rough mock-up of the design 
and will bring it to the right lawn of town hall. The scheduled date to be on the town hall lawn would be July 09,2022 at 
11:00 AM  with a rain date of Sunday July 11,2022 at 1:00 PM
The purpose of this action with the mock up is to invite everyone and anyone who wishes to have positive input on where 
on the right side lawn it will look best and to check size continuity .Similar to choosing where the furniture Looks best … a 
Little Left here, go back a few feet there, little more  to the right etc.
Then a review of the overall structure for size, what needs
to be modified / adapted smaller Or larger etc.
I will inform the NFIA and the Historical  Comm if they wish to come and give input.
It is open to everyone and anyone in town who wish to show up and give constructive input.

Please let me know.

Thank you 
Doug 

Request to be on agenda 6-27-22
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