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Fairhaven Select Board 

Meeting Minutes 
     September 13, 2021  

 
 

 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice-Chairwoman Stasia Powers, Clerk Keith Silvia, 

Interim Town Administrator Wendy Graves, Cable operator Nick Doyle and Administrative 

Assistant Vicki Oliveira 

The meeting was videotaped by Cable Access and Zoom meeting application.  

Chairman Robert Espindola opened the meeting at 5:03 pm in the Town Hall Banquet Room. 

Minutes 

Ms. Powers made a motion to approve the open session minutes of August 16, 2021. Mr. Silvia 

seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Ms. Powers made a motion to approve the open session minutes of August 23, 2021. Mr. Silvia 

seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Ms. Powers made a motion to approve the open session minutes of August 30, 2021. Mr. Silvia 

seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Town Administrator Report 

Ms. Graves said the first introductory meeting with the ARPA consultant was last week.  

Ms. Graves reminded the Board the tax possession auction will be on September 28, 2021.  

Ms. Graves will discuss the Wood School bond and the Town’s S&P Global rating later in the 

meeting.  

Committee Liaison Reports 

Ms. Powers had a meeting with the Lagoa Friendship Committee where they discussed the 

exhibition the Azorean delegation will be sending to Fairhaven.  

Mr. Silvia said the Marine Resources Committee will be doing a study for dredging at West 

Island. Committee member Erik Dawicki has offered the services of the students at Northeast 

Maritime Institute to paint the building at Hoppy’s Landing.  

Mr. Silvia expressed his gratitude for all our safety personnel who responded recently to a boat 

fire at Pope’s Island.  
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Mr. Silvia said the Town Hall Street Lamp project that was voted down at Town meeting will be 

funded by private donations. Thank you to Nils Isaksen and Wayne Oliveira for their hard work 

on this project. 

Mr. Silvia said the Nimrod Cannon has been soaking in a special solution for twenty years for its 

preservation and is now ready to come out of the solution that it has been bathing in. The 

Northeast Maritime Institute has been gracious enough to host the Nimrod Cannon in the lobby 

of the School all these years until it was ready to be removed and displayed.   

Mr. Espindola has been working with the ARPA group and will meet soon with the Economic 

Development Committee, the Broadband Study Committee and the SMMPO.  

Request to Use Town Hall Auditorium: Cable Access TV 

Cable Access Derek Frates met via zoom with the Board to request the use of the auditorium for 

a movie screening of “To Dust All Return” by Alyssa Botelho. Mr. Frates said there will be a 

limit on the number of attendees and everyone will be required to wear a mask. Ms. Powers 

made a motion to approve the October 1, 2021short film screening by Alyssa Botelho. Mr. Silvia 

seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Request to Join Historical Commission 

Natalie Mello was in attendance to answer any questions from the Board.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to appoint Natalie Mello to the Historical Commission as an 

associate member. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Request to Join Belonging Committee: 

Mr. Espindola said this is a new committee and there are openings for seven (7) members. There 

were two (2) letters that came in after the deadline but he would like to consider those too. Mr. 

Silvia had a concern for the folks who may winter out of state, if they would still be able to 

participate. Mr. Espindola reminded the Board, all meetings must have a zoom link, so therefore 

participation can be done from any place.  Leon Correy, Diane Hahn and John Hinds all 

expressed to the Board their eagerness to join the committee.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to appoint Leon Correy, Greg Weider, John Hinds, Diane Hahn, 

Kylie Bateman, Jessica Fidalgo and Geoff Haworth to the Belonging Committee. Mr. Silvia 

seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Approval of Surplus Property Disposition 

Mr. Espindola reminded the Board about the Annual Town Auction that is scheduled for 

Saturday, September 18, 2021. Ms. Powers made a motion to declare the items on the list surplus 

and to authorize the Town Administrator to add and delete as necessary. Mr. Silvia seconded. 

Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Update the Charge of The Economic Development Committee 

Mr. Espoindola said there was an error in the motion to update the charge of the Economic 

Development Committee (EDC) at the last meeting.  
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Ms. Powers made a motion to reconsider the previous motion for the EDC at the meeting of 

August 23, 2021. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to amend the EDC charge in paragraph 2 to read Five (5) at- large 

members. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Update the Charge of The Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee 

Mr. Espindola said the charge of the Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee calls for a member from 

the Fairhaven Business Association (FBA) but at this time it does not appear that the FBA is still 

in existence. Ms. Powers made a motion to amend the Lagoa charge to remove the FBA and 

replace with one member from the Fairhaven Business Community. The Economic Development 

Committee representative and the Historical representative will be appointed by their 

committees. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Sign Refinance of Wood School Bonds 

Ms. Graves told the Board she had an opportunity to refinance the Wood School bond at 

.999889%, this will be a savings of $861,207.37. (Attachment A) Ms. Graves said before a 

refinance can be done, the town has to have a S& P Global rating updated and Fairhaven has 

been given a AA+ rating. (Attachment B) Ms. Graves thanked the hard work and assistance of 

Town Accountant Anne Carreiro and Planning Director Paul Foley.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to sign the Bond from Piper Sander Company for .999889%. Mr. 

Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Meet and Greet Precinct 1 

Precinct One residents Lee Robinson and Cathy Delano have concerns with the speeding traffic 

on Washington Street. Chairman Espindola noted their concerns and suggested going to the 

Police website to file the form regarding speed issues. Ms. Delano also had concerns regarding 

the condition of the Post Office building.  Amy DeSalvatore expressed her pleasure with the 

work of the Tree Warden.  

Salvation Army Serve- A- Thon: September 25, 2021 

Mr. Espindola disclosed that Mr. Tapper is his brother in law. 

Mr. Chris Tapper met with the Board to discuss the upcoming serve-a that serves the Salvation 

Army and Mobile Loaves. Mr. Tapper has been involved with this program for 8 years and some 

of the projects completed include Cooke Park and Veterans Park. Most of the volunteers come 

from the YMCS in Dartmouth and 100% of the donations go back to the Salvation Army. Mr. 

Tapper has been in contact with Veterans Agent Brad Fish regarding doing some volunteer work 

at Veteran’s Park. Mr. Tapper told the Board if anyone is looking to volunteer they can go to: 

www.lift-in-love.org. Ms. Power suggested reaching out to the High School for students who are 

looking for volunteer opportunities.  

Tree Warden: Discuss Tree Removal 

Tree Warden Don Collasius met via zoom with the Board to discuss the recent removal of 55 

shade trees in town. Town Planner Paul Foley expressed his concerns regarding the number of 

trees that were removed and the process that was followed. Mr. Foley has asked the Board for 

http://www.lift-in-love.org/
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permission to apply to the DCR Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grant to fund a 

comprehensive street tree inventory and management plan performed by a professional tree care 

company (Attachment C).   This matching grant opportunity is time sensitive and the Board has 

to show their support by submitting a letter of intent by October 1, 2021. Ms. Powers made a 

motion for the Select Board to show support for submitting a grant application for an urban and 

community forestry challenge grant with a possible $20,000 match contingent on receiving a 

match funding from the ARPA program. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Collasius said he had partnered with Eversource to have the dangerous trees removed but 

going forward he does not see the removal of more trees in the near future. Mr. Collasius stated 

he will hold public hearings in the future prior to removing any trees but he feels because of the 

removal of these trees there were no power outages in the recent storm.  

Residents James Anderson and Cathy Delano thanked the Tree Warden for removing a tree near 

each of their homes. Resident Barbara Acksen told the Board the town needs to be proactive in 

planning and preserving trees. Resident Ann Richard said trees are important and would like to 

see the tree survey done for the entire town, not just the center. 

Mr. Foley expressed the importance of maintaining the town’s character as well as following the 

master plan and will be looking to create some tree by-laws. Mr. Foley is concerned the process 

of removing trees was not followed when the 55 trees were taken down and there is no written 

protocol for when there are emergencies. Mr. Foley would like to create a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) to protect the town’s trees. Mr. Foley will be creating a bylaw to be placed 

on the next town meeting warrant regarding the tree removal process. 

Rogers School National Historic Register Application 

Rogers Re-Use Committee members Sue Loo, Doug Brady, Beverly Rassmusen and Barbara 

Acksen (via zoom) were in attendance. Mr. Brady discussed the process for applying to the State 

for the National Historic register (Attachment D). Planning Director Paul Foley will be including 

a letter of recommendation in the packet.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to submit the Rogers School packet to the State to apply for the 

National historic register along with the letter from the Planning Director. Mr. Silvia seconded. 

Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Virtual Public Hearing Participation—An Act Relative to The Board of Selectmen of The 

Town of Fairhaven 

Mr. Espindola said Annual Town Meeting Article 47 has advanced forward to the legislature and 

there will be a public hearing at 11 am on September 14, 2021. The Town Moderator has written 

a letter to the State on behalf of the Town Meeting members. Ms. Powers said she would like to 

submit something but will write it from herself and not on behalf of the Select Board. Ms. 

Powers made a motion to submit a letter in favor of H3948, an act An Act Relative to The Board 

of Selectmen of The Town of Fairhaven. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote passed. (3-1) 

Town Tax Possession Auction Listing 

Auctioneer Paul Zekos joined the meeting via zoom to discuss the up coming tax possession 

auction. Mr. Zekos explained all properties were obtained through the tax title process. There are 

2 buildings on the list that pose a risk to the town and need to be back as part of the community 
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again. The auction is set for September 28, 2021 and the goal is to generate as much revenue for 

the town and the properties back on the tax rolls. Conservation Agent Whitney McClees would 

like to see some of the parcels that have wet lands or have habitats for rare and endangered 

species transferred to the conservation department. Ms. Powers had some concerns regarding 

certain properties that possibly should not be on the auction list.  

Residents Martin and Janice Lomp of 21 Buist Street presented a power point to the Board 

(Attachment E) explaining that one of the listed properties abuts theirs and they have been taking 

care of the property for 27 years and feel they should be entitled to the property through adverse 

possession. Mr. Lomp stated he may sue the town if the property is sold at the auction. Ms. 

Graves told the Lomp’s that M.G.L. does not allow her to sell a property to an individual and the 

properties must go to auction. Mr. Zekos explained that the entire auction process has to be fair 

and transparent. The Board discussed the parcels and would like to discuss more details in an 

executive session meeting.  

Ms. Powers made a motion to hold a Select Board meeting for the purpose of executive session 

to discuss the auction properties. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Consider Date for Fall Town Meeting 

The Board discussed holding a special town meeting and reviewed the calendar to find possible 

dates. Conservation Agent/Sustainability Coordinator Whitney McClees told the Board she does 

not have a firm deadline for the solar project at the schools but the sooner the better for the Town 

to save money.  Ms. Graves will reach out to the Town Moderator and the ARPA committee for 

their input. Ms. Powers made a motion to set the target date of December 14, 2021 and 

December 15, 2021 for a Special Town Meeting. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-

0) 

Mask Mandate Update 

Ms. Graves said there was nothing new to report at this time.  

Resignation on Millicent Library Trustees: Cheryl Moniz 

Mr. Espindola read an email from Library Director Kyle DeCicco-Carey stating that longtime 

trustee member Cheryl Moniz has resigned from the Board after serving since 1996. 

Ms. Powers made a motion to accept the resignation of Cheryl Moniz from the Library Board of 

Trustees and thank her for her service. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Fairhaven Police Department: Donation  

Mr. Espindola read a letter from Fairhaven Police Chief Myers thanking BASK, Inc. for their 

generous donation of $7500 to help launch the new canine program. The Board thanked BASK 

for the donation.  

Fairhaven Village Militia Revolutionary War Encampment  

Mr. Espindola read a letter from Commander Wayne Oliveira reminding the Select Board about 

the upcoming Revolutionary War encampment at Fort Phoenix and the firing of the Fort’s large 

cannons.  
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Notes and Announcements 

Mr. Espindola read a memo from Health Agent Dave Flaherty noting there is no mold in the 

Rogers School. (Attachment F)  

Ms. Powers said the Pickleball Association has offered free Pickleball lessons to town 

employees.  

Mr. Silvia requested a request system for the use of Town Counsel and to monitor what 

departments are using the services. 

At 9:41 pm Ms. Powers made a motion to adjourn to Executive session not to reconvene to open 

session for Strategy with respect to litigation: MGL chapter 30a, section 21(a) 3: New England 

Preservation and Development, LLC law suit (Rogers School). Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was 

unanimous. (3-0) 

Roll Call Vote: Ms. Powers in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Vicki L. Oliveira 

Administrative Assistant 

 

A. Bid Results 

B. S&P Global rating 

C. Memo from Planning Director Paul Foley 

D. Rogers School National Historic Register application 

E. 21 Buist Street power point presentation 

F. Memo from Health Agent David Flaherty regarding Rogers School  
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Fairhaven Select Board 

Meeting Minutes 
     September 16, 2021  

 
 

 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice-Chairwoman Stasia Powers, Clerk Keith Silvia, 

Interim Town Administrator Wendy Graves, Town Counsel Tom Crotty and Administrative 

Assistant Vicki Oliveira  

Also Present: Building Commissioner Chris Carmichael, Conservation Agent Whitney 

McClees, Auctioneer Paul Zekos.  

 

The meeting was videotaped by Cable Access and Zoom meeting application.  

 

Mr. Espindola opened the meeting at 4:36 pm in the Town Hall East Room.  

Chairman Espindola announced the meeting will adjourn to executive session and reconvene to 

open session.  

Mr. Espindola called for a moment of silence for John Rogers who passed away suddenly at age 

83. Mr. Rogers was a former Tax Collector, former call fire fighter, member of the EMA, 

Commissioner of Trust Funds, Chairman of the Apparatus Study Committee and keeper of the 

antique fire trucks.  

At 4:39 pm Ms. Powers made a motion to adjourn to executive session and to reconvene in open 

session. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Roll call vote: Ms. Powers in favor, Mr. Silvia in favor, Mr. Espindola in favor. 

The Open Session reconvened at 4:40 pm 

Mr. Espindola stated that the tax possession auction process was discussed in executive session.  

Mr. Espindola said the next regularly scheduled meeting for the Select Board will be September 

27, 2021 

Ms. Powers made a motion to adjourn at 5:21 pm. Mr. Silvia seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-

0) 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Vicki L. Oliveira 

Administrative Assistant 
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Special Town Meeting—November 13, 2018  

 

ARTICLE 15. STREET ACCEPTANCE: REYNOLDS DRIVE 

To see if the Town will vote to take by eminent domain and/or accept the layout of parcel of 
land known as Reynolds Drive as a public way as described as follows:  

BEGINNING AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY SIDELINE OF FARMFIELD STREET AND 
THE WESTERLY SIDELINE OF GREEN STREET; THENCE  

A BEARING OF S 00° 01’ 05” E, ALONG THE WESTERLY SIDELINE OF GREEN STREET, DISTANCE 
OF 328.27’ TO A POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 

A BEARING OF S 00° 01’ 05” E, ALONG THE WESTERLY SIDELINE OF GREEN STREET, 30.00’ TO A 
POINT; THENCE 

A BEARING OF S 89° 59’ 22” W, ALONG THE SOUTHERN SIDELINE OF REYNOLDS DRIVE, 
DISTANCE OF 295.81’ TO A POINT; THENCE 

A BEARING OF N 05° 02’ 05” W, ALONG THE EASTERLY SIDELINE OF FORT STREET, DISTANCE 
OF 30.12’ TO A POINT; 

A BEARING OF N 89° 52’ 22” E, ALONG THE NORTHERLY SIDELINE OF REYNOLDS DRIVE, A 
DISTANCE OF 298.44’ TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING  

As shown on a plan entitled “Street Layout and Acceptance Plan for Reynolds Drive”, scale: 1” = 
30’, dated April 19, 2018 and prepared by GCG Associates, Inc., Wilmington, MA., said Reynolds 
Drive is 30.00 feet in width and contains 8914 square feet +/-., or take any other action relative 
thereto. 

Petitioned by:  Board of Public Works 

Board of Selectmen Recommendation:  Adoption  

Finance Committee Recommendation:   Yield to Petitioner 

Motion: Move that the town take by eminent domain, or accept, as a public way the layout of 
that parcel of land known as Reynolds Drive as more fully described by its metes and bounds in 
Article 15 of the warrant.”    
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Town of Fairhaven  

40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 

 

 

 

N/A - Birth certificate 

N/A - Marriage license 

√ - Passport 

√ - CORI form 

√ - TIPS certification 

N/A - Serve Safe   

 

Documents on file with the Licensing Clerk 
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Chief Myers  

will be in attendance to 

present  

Accreditation/Service Award  
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Vicki Oliveira <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov>

Bob Espindola <selectmanbobespindola@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 14, 2021 at 10:54 AM
To: Tom Crotty <tomcrotty@tcrottylaw.com>
Cc: Wendy Graves <wgraves@fairhaven-ma.gov>, Vicki Paquette <vloliveira@fairhaven-ma.gov>, Stasia Powers
<spowers@fairhaven-ma.gov>, Keith Silvia <ksilvia@fairhaven-ma.gov>

Tom,

Thank you for your time this morning.

In an effort not to lose anything in translation, I am forwarding your email summarizing the options you proposed for
possible transition plans, following your call to me to explain that you are planning to shut down your practice and retire
later this year / early next year.

By way of this email, I am notifying fellow Select Board members of your notice and asking Wendy and Vicki to place an
item on our next regular meeting agenda, Monday, September 27th, to "Discuss pending retirement of Town Counsel,
Tom Crotty and requisite transition plans"

Our Board should not discuss beyond this notification until we are able to discuss in Open Session on the 27th.

Additionally, out of respect for Tom, I think we should extend him the courtesy of not making his plans known publicly until
it is posted on our agenda for our September 27th meeting.


Thank you.

Bob 

Cell (774) 263-1046

On Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 10:34 AM Thomas P. Crotty <tomcrotty@tcrottylaw.com> wrote:


Bob

I’ll be in New Hampshire that weekend coming back on the 13th, probably late in the day.  (Spending the overnight
at one of the AMC huts.)

Then I’ll be heading to New York on the 15th.  So there’s not much open that week.  Let’s plan on a telephone call
Tuesday morning if you are available.  I’ll be in the office all day on Tuesday.

 

In the meantime here are some thoughts on two different options:

 

1.      The town could hire a new town counsel to start on January 1, 2022, I will be available to work with that
attorney formally as “of counsel” and my time would be billed through that attorney’s office.  I would continue that
way until the transition is complete, which I would guess would be no more than 3 – 6 months.  Alternatively, I
would consult with that attorney as  needed for the transition, but I would be independent from his firm and would
bill the town directly, at a reduced rate since I would have no office overhead.

 

2.      I would work as “in house” counsel for the town – with an office in town hall (or wherever there is space).  All
litigation would be referred to outside counsel I would transfer my computer equipment and all data to the town

Re: Meet for coffee


mailto:tomcrotty@tcrottylaw.com
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litigation would be referred to outside counsel.  I would transfer my computer equipment and all data to the town,
as well as office equipment if needed, and would occasionally rely on the town clerical staff for support.  I would

continue to bill at an hourly rate – but substantially reduced, since the town would be covering office support so I
would have little or no overhead cost.  I would estimate that I would work 10 – 20 hours a week, and use less than
5 hours of clerical support a week.  I would report to, and work with the town administrator.  I would expect to
continue that way for up to two years.  At that point the town might decide to continue with an “in house”
attorney, or may go back to having all legal work done by outside counsel.

 

Tom

 

From: Bob Espindola [mailto:selectmanbobespindola@gmail.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 4:51 PM

To: Tom Crotty

Subject: Meet for coffee

 

Tom,

 

I will be out of Town for a while and then returning to a deadline for something I am still doing for Acushnet Company so
I am thinking Monday, September 13th if that will work for  you to meet to discuss your transition.

 

Thanks,



Bob

mailto:selectmanbobespindola@gmail.com
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