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pestripd4n of alleg�d vlotaiiQn: 
De�¢i'ihf t:ht; illle-ged l)iolat!on th.it this wrnp!�int i�.i)b¢t1\, If you beli.e-.>e the· <1ll�e<::I vlol;;tion Wa;i intentlon�f, pli:;1,;e.s«y so and inc\\id�
fh�re,)SOO.S fi�\)j;;O):ti1,9 Y�\ir l:r�l[ef,

111; .. F�iti>aven Board of Seleci;;;e11·;-;;;;;:.t��•i-h�-bp;;-Theetl·-ng-law ·;S-· .-f�lt�;·-$-
'. 

�-.v•c N ---···--··---

t 1. Did liot ac�pt or atjopt: th¢ tneetin9 minutes from their JU:n(;l 2.0, 2023 meetln,g in a tfrnely m�.nr,er:

PAGE 2;·

j (3 meetings.:or 30 days wh•C:he-vet is long�r, June 20th :ne:�oed to. be accept�d on or before July 15.,
[ 2023 or the 3f<l me.¢ting following J.une 20th wtiiqh 1i�i�$ held on August 7, 2023.) ihis public body has'
l been found in violation for 011s $.ametype ohiloTaUon in 2(l23-12S, y,�tviolated the open meeting law ·.
j .on� �gain. T�is being ,a recurr:lng violc:itionis: an intentio�al violation arltJ thi� public bo<ty need$ to be!
1 fined the $1000 penalty as provided for by t.h�--open meeting law. 
1 

. : 

l See victeo Qf m�ting at http$.:l/livestream.corn/fai-rhavenliveiev�ntsf7191980/video�/237316.Z77

::
·l 

·····•··� ,_ ....... ,,,_ ................ ---�·-···-•.�". .. ................. ,,1 
Wt,a.t.i\c:t,ondoyou W;lnt ihe pub\lc b<x:(r,e:fake1n respoi)set<J youf ,011'1pi�'int?

Note,.Tfils te.'Xt i�cld h3, a l!lo)CM)UIT!.!lf :S(io cniM"1!:'H . 
....... ··-· . . . . . · · · · · ... .� ... •-----.•.•.---.•······-·--,,······ ........'. -�--

'iearr1 �ng :ful)y comply wlth the opert:rneetihg law 
· Mak� acceptance of rneetlng minutes a Pfk>ri:ty oHh� board 1:: Ati men:iber .MUST a�nd a formal qp� rneeting 1aw webinatwifhout delay, so.hl;K.luJ�. pan he· viewed-at 

11•.•l https"Jlwww, rna$$:govliofo-.det�ils/opetr--me�tingdaw .. training s 

! . •�.�-----·· .. ···· ........... _____ ·----. .. c :• .. -· ��-�, ................. �-· .. �. --- J 

R�viewr $fgn, �nd �Qbrrtit: your tompltaint 
I •. OistJcmo-e of Your tom� 
Pi!btl<: 1\1!.(.ord, Undermo�t·citcw1,�t:a.r1c.�s, ym1r cmnplalnt. and .a:1:1Y:doc1,1m�mts·�1:Jbmit:tedw.itb yo.ur toinp\airit is c.onitdered . .i p-ublk ,e.cofd
�nq WTII be available t.o �.fly rMm�r ot tfre publin1pon reqµe-.s:t.

Pub1ldlt.i.on,to Website. A$ Pilrtofthe QPs!n O�ta 1nttiative, th<.>· AC.O•will publish to Jtsweosite (.e1tai.n infQrtm�h;u� n.-g._11,d111g yo\ir c-0n1ph:fim,
if\d1.1dirig /011f nam:e <ln�n.he. il.a.m.e .1,;ftfi�.�iubik body. The AG.O "Viii n9t f)\.ll;ifi�l':i yqur corit�q i11formiitlon,

. . 

it �.mn.ud.tiM With a Ptill�:Alt.� 
the AGO ·t;;nnot give ytu le9al i:lO:.irce Mld ls riot abk le, b1:: y�ur t)�i\l�te attorney, bu.t te})(eS.\:''f.,t� thG\ p1,1bli� int!?rert. if .YPli• ha�ii: aM.y .qlli:!�t.iom,
con�e-n,ing your ir,dividual l�"l @!its ot rer;r;or1�itii!itles y6.u shoo1d cotJtact il prlv,*�aHq.m�y.

I.It.· £t.1bm�t'YOllr ComRIAl.t.!� to tile Pi.iblic lfodt, 
Tl'i�-coo:\plainr n\ns-f � tlle<l.fit!>l with th� put!i� hr�iy, tfyo!-l have ariy questio�,pleas:e �pnt�ct th�.Qfyi:sion 01 Qp¢n G¢ve>tn.rne.ntby. ct1lfing
:{617} %3.,,2540 qr by �m�il �a openm�tir1�'i@state.rrta.1.rs.



�23-08-27 22:30 EDT Patrick Higgins +18662838301

Leo:r.1 E. Corr\:.y lH 
Select .Bt,ard-Chair 
40 Cenlei' Str�et 
f .a:1tha:veu� MA 011}9 

THE COJv11v10N\VE)\LTH OF M.J\.SSr"tCJIUSETTS: 

0-P1�ICE: Of
1 

THE ./\ TT ORNE�
--

GENERAL 
' ':-'j-; t_,H·s· )'J ··,.yro· 'N p•r A(�R O.N..E,Ax.:., ' •-·� .,1.i., · . · J.,. · · .,_t;", 

BOST'clN; MASSACHUSETTS 02108 

OML- 2023 � 12,9 

(617} 721-.2200 
WW\'l',i.n.1.a'l;,.gp:V/�1;) 

Tfos office received a comphtlnt :fi:oul P"B.tdck Higgins ◊11 Jtt'ie 21 i 2!)2,3� :allegir1.g tl-µ\t the 
f ;th'hav¢n Sde�tJ3oard {the (•'Bo:-u·d�') ·vfofoteo. the Open Mechng Lt�·, DJ...,. c·, 30Af § § 18-:25, 
The c(>l'iiplaiu.t. ,.,vas o\"igin�lly fiT.ed with the Bc1�rd Oil J1.m� 8,. 2923, and you .re,s_p:0nded to the 
1,ou1pfoint, oo beh�ff ofthe Board; by letter dated Jiine 21, 2023. 1 The complaint alleges lhal. the
Cmrintission failed to �q<.;:ept 111int1te� tor: the meeting held N1 AprfJ 18 in-a th::ndy 100:rmt�r. 

We resolve. this matt.�r by :informal action, tn accordfil:it� \Vlth 940 CM]l 29�07(2)(�), 
nfter rcv1.�win:g th� or1gin4l c-.;>n1_pJ:;iit\t., fhe Boatd•s· re.1,ponse t:o the c.otnplaiht. 'the- {'.◊:n:rpfoint filed 
witl, our office requesth1g futU1et'J'eview,, �ud (b.ie n<:>ti<res, n:fint1tes,, alld vid¢o re:coJ<iing.s of tbe 
B◊a-rd tJ'l�et�ngs h.�id. on Aprll 1$, May t, May q, ·May 15, tv·fay 3 l, and Jt111e 5. 2 \Ve find that the
B�1.13l'<l Violii.t¢tl th� Ope,n Nie-e6ngLaw· in.the wkly:t)Lif;:ged. 

The::Op�n. Mee.ting Law xe-quires that a p'ttb1fo body ''q·��t� a11d .m�h,�ii, .accurat-e 
.minutes of · .. tU rtm:tings, including i:xeevtive: s.essim1s, setting forth th�-dat�;;_ ti.m� and pfrtce� tl:w 
members pr�-�enl or .ab.se.111, a suron:iary of r;b� d_iscussrons 011 each si1b j1tct 1 u. Ji�t i..,f dttcvme11ts 
µnd 'Otl1er exhibits used Ht thi:-1nccting, tbt:: dec;i$km�-.mad.e, and the:-aotious tm<¢0 �t eMh rne�ting, 
h:.tt:l't,diug thcrect)fd of-a11 votl!s/ ( LL. c. 3◊A, s 22(u). Th� rn�eting mim:ites hRist be re'vie,tcd 
a:n.d'tippi'ov¢d ht f1 timely 01mmer. GL. c. JOA, § 22{c.). ''Ti:tnely:tnM).1:1..er'' means ''\1vitbin tbe. next 
three. _ptibliobody mcct:h',gs. i;lt"\�ithfo .JO' cla�� 1!->·hichevet jg lat�r, nnle��tbe puhUc body can 
show �ood eat1�-t fot f'utth$i' delay." Se·e. 940 CM.R 29'. l l; OML 2.018·-4$, 3 Wllel).twer _posstble,

• Urikss oHrenv-ise nolt:d, all dai.c,s in tW:- tcl{t(t�fer to 202'.3. 1::Vid�<) 1:6.:.q1-cling!l <;>'£ (h.�;:;� m.-:a?Jing� r�y b� fo,t-/l.d' a:i; :hitps;/llivc.-shi:;,m,c�o1w'.f®'11a:veni1vdcv�11,tsf'7 J j:i 198◊
I ()pM M<!;::tfug Law detcnililiatio1i� rn..iy'l:l�-:fol'i!lc\' nt th�-Alt<lmey G-em:rats w�bs1tc; http;s;/A,iww -�·$!i,g0v/111t'.·
open-mer.:tinz--iaw. . 
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fhe Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Offi<::� of the Attorn:ey Generat

On� Ashburtoli Plac.e 
Boston, JVlassa,husetts. 02lOB 

OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 

+18662838301

Instructions for completfng the Open Meeting Law Cornpta:int Form 

PAGE 7/. 

rh�A,ttqrney G.enernl;s. Divi51ol'l of Open Goverr,1nent interprets and ehfotc;e$ the .Qpen M�<:!tin� law, Chapter 30Aofth.e 
\\1�ssat:husetts G.eneral Laws, Se(;tio11s .t/3.:2�-- Be!qw r� the procedurefo.rf Hfrig and respondlng to an Open Meeting Uiw 
complaint, 

histntctlort.$ fQr· fHl'ng.a t:omplalnt: 
◊ (-JII o�t thg attached two�pa:ge form completely, Sign .an.d .date the se�ond page. File the cdrtiplaint with the public

pocly·within 30d,ays of-the-alleged violado.ti� If t'.he viol-atlon was not ,re.a,5onably disc:ove.-rapl� �t tl:le time it
occurn;id, you rnustfile th�: complaint wlthin30 days of the cli3t-e the v:iol.atku: nN�S fe�son<ibly discoverable. A
vi ol.ati.aJ1 lhat 0.��urs dt.Iring �n Qpen ses�ion -of a meeting is reasonably -\iisc;t>ver� bl� on the date: o( the ii'W,etiog,

o To file the,-coropi�inti
o Fo.r a_ lot;i;il o.r n1:1.,1r:ikipal publk body, you. n,tt$t subrnjt a :copy of.the complaint to th.e chaji' aft he

QM,Rlic b��Y. ANO to tllernunidp,�l Clerk;
.o Fat a_ll other public bodies, you most st.1bmitc1 <:OPY ofthe comph1tntto the- chair of the p11blie; pcji:Jy, 
Q Complaints may be flied by rt1ail, py�ni�il, Qf by/1:and. Please retain a copy for yoiinetqrc:Js:, 

o tf the pubilc: body does not tespondwithlrr .14 business da� and -oo�s riot reql�¢.st �n �xtenskm to .respond,
c.or\ta�t the Ofvi$ionfot f1.trfher: assistance.

/n$t.(lltt:lons for� put,,Uc !:,9gy that receives a c¢mp:iatntz 

Q Tt1e. <:;hcijr "'1\:J�t.dlsseminate the wmplainttothe memt;)�rs ofthe public.body. 
q Tl-re p�t:>lic: bodymust rneeHo r.evjev,Hheoomjjia:lnt wlti)t:n 14 business d.ays (:(lsJaJlyQ0�.22 :cale:n«:lar _µavsJ, 
o After review, but witNfJ 14 bUs:lh.e$s daVs_."t he p.1,1bl ic body must re.spond to th� i:;om p!�i ntin w-ritil)g and must

send llhe:·tompl�!ni3nt a response qfld a de-scription of anv action tb� =publk body-f:ias taken to address the:
aflegatton.� i.n t_he corniJl<Ji.•11, At'thes:.ime:ttm.e; th.e body niti.st s¢-,-i:cf the Attorney -General-� copy oftl.H� co.rnj;,!Qi!lt
and a copy.ofthe resp.onse. Th.¢ j)Q�iic t;;od)' may delegat� ttsl:i-fEl-"SPon1,if;l-i.lity-t;o aii i11dllitdi.J-al n"iet'fibeit of the
public hocfy/1t? cotiflselt or a-st.aft member, but on:ly ..lft.tl!tth� pupHc pocivt:ias met to review the cornpia!nt.

6 ff o:1 pubik body requires rrtDre :time to .r.e.view the :coMpl;;iirit �nd resppj')�, it rnav re
.
quest an extensio.n of tifl'ie fot 

�lOOQ[ CaQse bv cont.acting the Divlslon ot o-pe1:1 Govl;!mro�ht. 

Ohce th� pij�U� l;>C>dy has responded to the ,cpmplaint: 
o If you are not satisfied wfth .th$ p1,1blic body:'s resf)ons� to your com.plaint; vov r.:n�y fill? a <:opy ofth�

complaihtv-itth.tbe DiVi�lon-bv.rnalt py �Jnail, o.r by hand, but only onc;e you: havewaiteclfor 3'() days after filing
the cornp_laint wltht\W pu\iHc l;Jo.<(y, Mail rm:iy be sent to: The Division of Cp�t'.'i �overnment, Office of the
Attorney Ge:neral, OM Ashbtsrtor:1 Place - 20tf. Fioor, tiosto-n,. MA 0210$, Emails may be sent to;
.open-rrie�Ut1g@i$tat.e.ma,o:s.

n Wtieh yo.u file yourcom_plaintw'ithth� Divisfon. pf�ase in�ludethe comptatntforr:n anci�:11 dorttrnentati9n 
re li?.va-ntto the aii eget:h/iol�tirjn_, Yo!) rp�y W.i�tl to att=ach a cover lettet·explahl i'ng why the �fblk :_!:�o.9y's 
response:does not adequat�ly <!ddrn$li\1�Ur complaint. 

· · 

o The biv.l-sfon \viii not revi1-�W complaints fHed with us rriore tha1190 da_ys aJforthe viol.ation, on1ess we granted: an
e:i<tensiont<.>·Vr� puhli�;bqc:lyor you can-derno1)S1:tate. good causeforthe deli'ly.

Jfyou l:,_ave qu-e.stions concerning the Open Meeting Law comp�int process, we encourage Vo Li to c.ont�ct the Dlv'lsion c>f 
Open Government by phone at (617.l 963 .. 2$40 o:r l:,y em.ail at op.enrn��tipg@sta:te.i11<3-,us, 



t!totun of jf atrbaben 
PRINTED:9/13/2023 

DRAFT2 

WARRANT 

On Tuesday, the fourteenth of November, 2023 at 7:00p.m. in the
Walter Silveira Auditorium at the Elizabeth I. Hastings Middle School,

then and there, the following articles will be before you for a vote.

The Finance Committee has reviewed and provided their recommendation
as customer. Contact the Select Board/Town Administrator's office for more information.

Maioritv Vote needed unless stated otherwise 

ARTICLE 1: BILLS OF PRIOR YEAR-Paid from FY24 funds unl�rioted othenvise 
To see if the Town will vote to pay the unpaid bills of a priorA """'ff[(" year. And others that may be
brought forward, or take any other action relative thereto
Petitioned by: Town Accountant 

Vendor
Stephenson & Brook
Town of Mattapoisett
ASNE

Select Board:
Finance Committee:
Vote Required: Four-FiftJ}�.(415) Vote

� ',ff 
® 

Motion: To approve as listed in the wf;rant, with 'funds coming from Surplus Revenue (Free Cash) 
'0'¾p :I,,� w� ,, {}, /'�" il,0 " , 

ARTICLE 2: FUND SE LABOR CONTRACTS,FY23 & FY24, 
To see if the To� fill vote to fgn9 the FY23o/ai(d�FY24 labor contract for the Sewer Depatiment or
take any other action'."felative theAJto. , 

;j�f _h q Petitioned by: Town'"ll.,aministrator'. , 

/ Select BQ¥d:
7Finance Committee:

ffi 

Motion: To waive § 50-9, D of the Town Bylaw, Collective Bargaining Agreements Section in 
accorclance with Subsection F 

Motion: To adopt the sum of $,75,000 to be transferred from Sewer Enterprise Fund Retained 
Earnings to Sewer Salaries and Wages 

,# 

ARTICLE 3: FY24 GENERAL FUND OPERA TING BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 7 of the May 6, 2023 Town Meeting "General Fund
Operating Budget-FY24" as follows, or take any action relative thereto:

1. Transfer from Surplus Revenue (Free Cash) as follows:
Page I 

9/13/2023 5:06 PM 
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