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Fairhaven Town Clerk Study Committee 

January 8, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

Present: Members Ann Richard, Kyle Bueno, Anne O’Brien, Mark Badwey, Bernard Roderick, 
Carolyn Hurley. Also present: Town Clerk Eileen Lowney, Town Administrator Mark Rees, and 
Finance Director Wendy Graves. 
 
Ms. O’Brien called the meeting to order in the Town Hall East Room at 5:05 p.m.  The meeting 
was video recorded by the Cable Access Department.    
 

SCOPE AND CHARGE 
 

Mr. Rees advised the group that the Board of Selectmen had formed the ad hoc group to research 
the Town Clerk position, and advise the Board on whether the Town should consider proceeding 
with creating an appointed Town Clerk position, or continue with an elected Town Clerk 
position. The ad hoc committee will make its recommendation to the Board of Selectmen, who 
will in turn make a recommendation to the Town Meeting for its consideration. Mr. Rees said 
that, as a seated elected official, Ms. Lowney was advised by the State Ethics Commission that 
she would not be able to serve on the Town Clerk Study Committee. Ms. Lowney advised that 
she had also asked if her assistant, Carolyn Hurley, who intends to apply or run for the Town 
Clerk position, could serve on the committee, and the Ethics Commission advised that she could 
serve. Mr. Rees said there was some question on whether or not Ms. Graves could serve on the 
Committee, as she is not a Town resident; Mr. Rees will research the matter and advise the 
committee at a later date. Mr. Rees left at 5:10 p.m. 
 

SWEARING IN 
 
Ms. Lowney swore in members Ms. Richard, Mr. Bueno, Ms. O’Brien, Mr. Badwey, Mr. 
Roderick and Ms. Hurley. 
 
Members briefly introduced themselves to the group. 
 

OFFICER ELECTION 
 
Ms. O’Brien opened the meeting to nominations for Chairperson. Ms. O’Brien nominated Ms. 
Richard for Chair; Mr. Bueno seconded. Ms. Hurley nominated Mr. Roderick for Chair; Mr. 
Badwey seconded. Upon Ms. O’Brien’s nomination, there were three votes in favor of Ms. 
Richard as Chair; upon Ms. Hurley’s nomination, there were three votes in favor of Mr. Roderick 
as chair. Mr. Badwey suggested offering the Chairperson position to Mr. Bueno, a newcomer to 
Town committees, as the Committee could benefit from a new perspective; Mr. Bueno declined, 
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citing engagements that would prevent him from being an active Chair. Mr. Badwey requested 
another vote on the nomination for Ms. Richard. She was so voted Chair, (5-1). 
 
Ms. Richard assumed the role of Chairperson. Ms. Richard requested nominations for Vice 
Chair. Ms. O’Brien nominated Mr. Roderick for Vice Chair. Mr. Badwey seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (6-0). 
 
Ms. Richard requested a nomination for Clerk. Ms. O’Brien nominated herself as Clerk. Mr. 
Badwey seconded. Vote was unanimous. (6-0). 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHEDULE 
 
The Committee agreed to set the next meeting dates as Tuesday, January 16 at 5 pm and 
Monday, January 22 at 5 pm. Whenever possible, the TCSC will meet on Mondays at 5 pm in 
the East Room. 
 

COMMUNITY COMPARABLES 
 
The TCSC will need to agree on a set of comparable communities for the purposes of making a 
recommendation for the Town of Fairhaven. Ms. O’Brien distributed data on the Town Clerk 
positions on the Southcoast, South Shore, and Cape and Islands, along with salary and charter 
information. See Attachment A. 
 
Ms. Richard said that in her research, the most recent communities to adopt an appointed Town 
Clerk were the Towns of Ayer and Norfolk. 
 
Ms. Hurley said that the TCSC will want to study the pros and cons of both elected and 
appointed Town Clerks. Ms. Richard asked the TCSC members to each come prepared to the 
next meeting with a set of five (5) pros and cons for both elected and appointed Town Clerks. 
The group was also asked to engage in some individual research, to collect data and articles on 
how other communities have addressed the issue of appointed versus elected Town Clerk. The 
members were also asked to bring three (3) milestones for inclusion in the TCSC proposed 
milestones collaborative. 
 
Mr. Roderick provided Attachment B, which included some of the roles and administrative 
functions of Town Clerks. 

 
At 6:01 p.m. Ms. O’Brien motioned to adjourn. Mr. Bueno seconded. Vote was unanimous. (6-
0). 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Anne O’Brien 
Clerk – Human Resources Director 
Minutes approved 01/16/2018 
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Documents appended: 
 
Attachment A: Proposed comparable communities and their Town Clerk data 
 
Attachment B: Sample duties and charges for Town Clerks 
 
 














