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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
January 8, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

Present: Chairman Robert Espindola, Vice Chairman Daniel Freitas, Town Administrator Mark 
Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette. Clerk Charles Murphy absent a death in the 
family. 

Mr. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:32 p.m. The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Chairman Espindola called for a moment of silence for Fairhaven Firefighter/EMT Frank Cruz 
who passed away over the weekend. A moment of silence was also given for Selectmen 
Murphy’s mother-in-law, Theresa Carreiro, who passed away last week.  

MINUTES 

Mr. Freitas asked to table the minutes because he was not present at the meeting on December 
18, 2017 and Mr. Murphy was not present to approve the minutes. 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

Mr. Rees updated the Board on several matters: 
• Mr. Rees and the Budget Team have been meeting with town departments. The budgets

will be tying into the FY19 Goals and Objectives. The Budget Team consists of Wendy
Graves, Finance Director, Anne Carreiro, Town Accountant, Anne O’Brien, Human
Resources director and Mr. Rees. The first meeting of the Finance Committee to discuss
the FY 19 budget process will be on January 18,2018

• The Marijuana Advisory Committee met on January 3. 2018 with Town Counsel , Tom
Crotty

• The Town Clerk Study Committee will have their first meeting on January 8,2018
• The Hazzard Mitigation Planning Team will wrap up its work at their next meeting,

scheduled for January 11
• The Police Department has reported two new personnel actions. William Vachon will

start the Police Academy in the spring. Michael Carrette has been offered a position with
the Police department and will need to complete all the necessary requirements before
starting
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• Mr. Rees and Anne O’Brien, Human Resources Director have met with Bob Pomeroy of 
BadgeQuest Assessment Center regarding promotions in the Police Department.  

• Mr. Rees reported that the new Town of Fairhaven website will be live by January 12, 
2018 

• Mr. Rees will also be trying to fill the Veteran’s Agent position. Current agent, James 
Cochran will be retiring in February 

• The public facilities is on going  
 

  
COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

 
Under committee liaison reports: 
 

• Mr. Freitas met at the Bristol County Agricultural School with other members of the 
county advisory committee for a meeting in December. Bristol Aggie is looking for $103 
million to upgrade the school.  

•  
 

ANNUAL RENEWALS 
 
The Board reviewed 2018 license renewal applications.  
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the 2018 common victauler license renewal applications in 
Attachment A. Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (2-0). (See attachment A) 
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the 2018 car dealer license renewal applications listed in 
Attachment A.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (2-0). (See attachment A) 
 
Mr. Freitas motioned to approve the 2018 repair license renewal applications listed in 
Attachment A.  Mr. Espindola seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (2-0). (See attachment A) 
 

SPECIAL MUNICIPAL EMPOLYEE- SMEC 
 
Mr. Rees explained that a request was sent by Southeastern Massachusetts Educational 
Collaborative (SMEC) to approve instructor Michael Watson, an administrator at the Greater 
New Bedford Regional Vocational Technical High School (GNBVT) as a “special municipal 
employee”. The Collaborative has been requested and qualified by the MA Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to provide Sheltered English Endorsement (SEI) 
Courses to public school teachers and administrators from throughout the region. Because 
GNRVT is a member of our Collaborative, the MA state ethics regulation, CH. 268A, requires 
that in order for Mr. Watson to also be hired by SMEC, he must be declared a “special municipal 
employee” by the three municipalities that send students to the GNBVT.  Mr. Freitas made the 
motion that “special municipal employee” status be granted to Mr. Watson. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) 
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ROGERS SCHOOL 

Mr. Rees told the Board that Kirk/MHA, the consultant firm hired to evaluate Rogers School, 
reported that there are limited uses for the building. The consultant had previously determined 
that there was no economically viable option, short of demolishing the building, except to 
develop a public/private partnership(s). Both Chairman Espindola and Mr. Freitas agreed to hold 
off on a vote until Mr. Murphy is present. Mr. Freitas made a motion to table the discussion until 
Mr. Murphy is present. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (See attachment B)  

LOCAL REGULATION OF RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 

Mr. Rees told the Board that the Marijuana Advisory Committee had recently their first meeting 
on January 3, 2018. Marijuana Advisory Committee members Police Chief Meyers and Board of 
Health Agent Mary Freire- Kellogg, were present for the discussion. The committee reviewed 
and discussed with Town Counsel his memorandum of January 2, 2018 regarding Local 
Regulation of Recreational Marijuana Establishments. Mr. Freitas made a motion to instruct the 
Town Administrator to work with the Board of Selectmen establishing a public forum to provide 
input of possible limitations of commercial marijuana. Mr. Espindola seconded the vote. Vote 
was unanimous. (2-0)  

OTHER BUSINESS 

In other business: 

• Mr. Espindola told the Board a new date for the New Year’s Day Polar Plunge has been
rescheduled for January 28, 2018. The Polar Plunge was cancelled because of extreme
cold weather.

At 7:01pm the Chairman announced that they were entering executive session 

Mr. Freitas made the motion to enter into Executive session. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (2-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Freitas in favor. Mr. Espindola in favor.   

Respectfully 

Vicki L. Paquette  
Administrative Assistant 
( Minutes approved on 1/22/2018) 



Fairhaven Board of Selectmen –January 8, 2018 Open Session – 4 

Documents appended: 

A: License renewals 
B: Rogers School   
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