
Fairhaven Board of Selectmen –March 19, 2018 Open Session – 1 

 

Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
March 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Present: Chairman Robert Espindola Vice Chairman Daniel Freitas, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette.  
  
Mr. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:53 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access.  
 
 

TOWN MEETING WARRANT  
 

Mr. Rees presented the draft warrant of the May 5, 2018 Annual Town Meeting Warrant and the 
draft of the April 2, 2018 Annual Election Warrant. Mr. Rees told the Board there was one 
change from the last draft that was presented. The OPEB article was dropped. 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to sign the May 5, 2018 Annual Town Meeting Warrant and a motion 
to sign the April 2, 2018 Election Warrant. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 

PREPERATION FOR TOWN MEETING 
 

Mr. Rees told the Board that the Sewer Budget presented to them will need to be reviewed and 
voted on at the next scheduled Board of Selectmen’s meeting to be held on March 26, 2018. 
 
 

LAGOA FRIENDSHIP AGREEMENT 
 

The Board of Selectmen met with Mayor Cristina Calisto from Lagoa-Açores, Portugal to sign 
the second phase of the Lagoa Friendship Agreement. In attendance with the Mayor was her 
daughter Maria, Town Councilor Albertina Oliveira, Roberto Medeiros, Algarve Town 
Councilor Anna Bella Simao, Councilor Jorge Cabrita, and New Bedford liaison Maria Tomasia.  
Chairman Espindola thanked the Mayor for her attendance and told her that Fairhaven looks 
forward to having a “long lasting friendship” with Lagoa. Mr. Espindola also thanked the 
members of the Lagoa Friendship committee. The members in attendance were Chairman Wayne 
Oliveira, Pam Kuechler, Pattie Pacella, Charles Murphy, Sr and Vicki Paquette.  
Mayor Cristina spoke to the Board and those in attendance about the Sister City agreements 
between Lagoa and the other 10 US cities involved. (See Attachment A)  She looks forward to 
continuing the friendship and adding more cities. She said there are many natives of Lagoa in the 
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southcoast area. She thanked the Select Board for their hospitality. The Mayor presented the 
Town of Fairhaven with several gifts from her native country. The gifts were a nativity scene 
shadow box, a piece of blue and white pottery, a small bottle of liquor and some ceramic 
figurines. Councilor Anna Bella Simāo presented a plaque and flag from Algarve. She said she is 
looking forward to having a Sister City with Algarve, Lagoa and Fairhaven in the future. Maria 
Tomasia, a New Bedford resident but native of Lagoa told the Board that the intention of the 
Sister City is to bring some business people to the USA next year and to continue the tradition of 
the Sister City each year with a different city hosting. Roberto Medeiros loves Fairhaven and 
encourages all the sister cities to post pictures on the Lagoa Sister Cities Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/Lagoa-Cidades-IrmãsSister-CitiesVilles-Jumelées-
114164166022638/  
Mayor Cristina brought the official second document for the Friendship agreement for the Board 
and the Mayor to sign. (See Attachment B)  
Mr. Freitas made a motion to sign the sisterhood proclamation between Fairhaven and Lagoa. 
Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to adjourn was made at 8:43 pm. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully 

 
Vicki L. Paquette  
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Documents appended: 
A: Lagoa message from Mayor Cristina Calisto  
B: Lagoa Sister City Proclamation 
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