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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
Meeting Minutes 
March 25, 2019  

 

Present: Chairman Daniel Freitas, Vice Chairman Charles Murphy, Clerk Robert Espindola, 
Town Administrator Mark Rees and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette. 

Chairman Freitas called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:34 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 

MINUTES 

Mr. Murphy made motion to approve the minutes of February 27, 2019, open session. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Murphy made motion to approve the minutes of March 4, 2019, open session. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT  

Mr. Rees told the Board he has been busy working on the Town’s budget this week. 

COMMITTEE LIASON REPORT 

• Mr. Murphy told the Board that the Japan Sister City will be hosting a Friendship Festival 
on May 4, 2019 at the Whitfield museum.  

• Mr. Espindola attended at meeting for Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District (SRPEDD) were the Municipal Fiber was discussed. 

• Mr. Espindola said the Marine Resources committee voted to update the fee structure for 
Union Wharf. 

• Mr. Espindola told the Board that the Cable Advisory Committee will be meeting with 
Doctor Baldwin regarding the funding requirements. 

• Mr. Espindola said the Volleyball game that was sponsored by the Wellness Committee 
was well attended. 

• Mr. Freitas said the Rogers School Working Group met recently to discuss the sale of 
Rogers School.  

YOGA AT GRIMSHAW PARK 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the use of Grimshaw Park for Yoga on Saturday 
mornings and Monday, Wednesday and Thursday nights pending approval by the Police and 
Fire. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0)  

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
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Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the use of Town Hall for the National day of prayer on 
May 2, 2019 and the use of the auditorium in the event of inclement weather. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

WEST ISLAND 5K 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the West Island 5K run/walk on Sunday, April 28, 2019 
and to waive the parking fees at Hoppy’s Landing pending Police, Fire and BPW approval. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

BLOOM 5K 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the Bloom 5K on November 2, 2019 pending approval by 
the Police and Fire departments. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

NEMASKKET GROUP 5K 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the Nemasket Group 5K run/walk on May 4, 2019 
pending Police and Fire approval. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

TOWN HALL WEDDING 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the use of Town Hall for a wedding on Tuesday, 
December 31, 2019. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

DOANE COURT STREET ACCEPTANCE 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to accept the easement for a public way on Doane Court. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

FORD FAMILY REALTY TRUST 

Mr. Rees reminded the Board that this was a process started several years ago when Mr. Ford 
was using his land as a contractor’s yard.  Town entered into a lengthy legal process for 
enforcement action for zoning violations and this has finally came to a resolution.  Mr. Ford can 
continue to use the land in its current capacity until October 31, 2023.  The agreement states 
there will be annual inspections of the land done to insure that he is in compliance. Mr. Murphy 
made a motion to approve the settlement and release agreement with the Ford Family Trust. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment A) 

AGE FRIENDLY INITIATIVE 

Council on Aging Director, Anne Silvia and Tufts Grant Coordinator, Christine Sullivan met 
with the Board to introduce the Age Friendly Initiative. Ms. Sullivan explained that AARP has 
recognized the city of New Bedford as an age friendly community and she would like to have 
Fairhaven be on that list as well. Age friendly is about improving conditions for older folks in the 
community. This program was started in 2006 and Massachusetts is the second state to be 
declared as age friendly in the US. Ms. Sullivan explained that currently there is a Community 
Compact Grant available for Fairhaven to apply to become and age friendly community. Ms. 
Silvia told the Board that the Town is already close to what the grant is looking for but there 
needs to be community involvement by way of some committees and departments to help 
coordinate this effort. Once the initiative is started the Town has 2 ½ years to complete the 
process. Mr. Murphy made a motion to fully support the COA efforts to becoming a certified an 
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age friendly community and  direct the Town Administrator working through his Department 
heads to provide the support necessary to apply for the certification. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment B) 

EVERSOURCE POLE LOCATION 

At 7:14 Chairman Freitas opened the public hearing for Eversource’s petition for a proposed pole 
location on Alden Road. There were no questions, comments or concerns from the public. The 
Chairman closed the hearing at 7: 15 p.m. Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the pole 
location for one pole on Alden Road, South of Plaza Way, Pole #3A/13.5. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

REVIEW OF ARTICLES FOR MAY 4, 2019 TOWN MEETING 

Mr. Rees updated the Board that the warrant for the May 4, 2019 annual town meeting has been 
posted, any other articles not on the warrant will be included in a special town meeting warrant 
within the annual town meeting. He will have the draft prepared for the next Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting. (Attachment C) 

FY 20 BUDGETS 

Mr. Rees passed out a spreadsheet with a proposed 2% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 
non-union employees.  

Fairhaven Fire Chief Tim Francis and Deputy Chief Todd Correia met with the Board to discuss 
adding two more firefighters to the budget. Chief Francis told the Board that he would like to 
have these positions because there have been several times recently that the station has been left 
unmanned due to not enough man power and more call volume. He stated that some of the 
reason is due to the fact Fairhaven is losing staff because they are going to other communities 
that pay better and his staff is getting “burned out” because they are being forced to work longer 
shifts. The Chief said the process of hiring a new personnel is a long process because once they 
are hired they also need to attend the Fire Fighter Academy. Chief Francis stated that the 
ambulance fund has been increased and this may help to cover the costs of the added firefighters. 
Deputy Chief Correia said there is 1.20 million dollars in the ambulance fund currently. Next 
year it is projected to bring in 1.53 million dollars. Mr. Rees suggested that if the department 
delay the hiring until January 1, 2020 then there could be enough money to hire two full time 
firefighters for a half of fiscal year each or the Board may also be able to make a onetime 
exception and use free cash. Board members understood the need for additional personnel and 
don’t like the idea that the station is left empty at times.  

Mr. Murphy made a motion to move the Town’s free cash in the amount of $86,100 for onetime 
costs for Assessors Software Upgrade and for two additional fire fighters. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the recommended Town Administrator’s budget as 
amended. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the FY20 Operating Budget for Non-Union personnel 2% 
COLA increase. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to recommend indirect cost of $460,931 for the FY20 Water 
Enterprise. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
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Mr. Murphy made a motion to recommend the Sewer Enterprise costs for $631, 725. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

GREATER NEW BEDFORD REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE (VOKE) 

Mr. Rees reminded the Board that at a previous meeting, a letter Voke Superintendent James 
O’Brien had been received requesting the appointment of a representative from Fairhaven to 
serve on the Voke school committee. Mr. Rees explained to the Board that when the agreement 
between the city of New Bedford and the Towns of Dartmouth and Fairhaven to establish a 
regional vocational school district was created in 1971 there was a special act to appoint 
someone to this Board.  The position must be advertised and then appointed by the Selectboard 
Chair, the Moderator and one member of the school committee. (Attachment D) 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION RESIGNATION 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to accept the resignation of Anne O’ Brien from the Historical 
Commission as a full time member and thanked her for her service. Mr. Espindola seconded the 
motion. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

DOG PARK STUDY COMMITTEE 

Mr. Rees read a letter from a resident who is interested in becoming a member of the Dog Park 
Committee. There is not currently a vacancy for a full time position on this committee.  Because 
the charge for the committee doesn’t call for associate members the Board discussed amending 
the charge to include associates. The amendment will allow for associate members to vote when 
there is not a quorum of full time members.  Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Kerri 
Alphonse- Botelho as an associate voting member of the Dog Park Study Committee. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

Chairman Freitas presented an award that was given to the Town of Fairhaven from the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve for outstanding support for the Toys for Tots program. The Board thanked 
Delfino Garcia and the Fairhaven Fire Department for participating and being a drop off spot for 
the toys.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Mr. Murphy reminded everyone to vote on Monday, April 1, 2019 in the Town election  

Chairman Freitas read the invitation for the new ladder truck that will be dedicated to retired 
Firefighter Earl Faunce who passed away in 2018 

Chairman Freitas announced that on April 6, 2019 the M.O. Life Masquerade Gala will take 
place at White’s of Westport  

Chairman Freitas thanked the Board for their help as Chairman over the past year 

 

At 7:47 pm Mr. Espindola made a motion to into Executive Session: 
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       1.   Negotiations with Police, Dispatchers, Clerical and Fire Unions pursuant to M.G.L Chapter 30A, 
Section 21 (a) (3) 
       2.    Purchase and Value of Real Property (possible future site of Public Safety Facility) pursuant to 
M.G.L. Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) 6 
 
Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Murphy in favor, Mr. 
Espindola in favor, Mr.  Freitas in favor  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Paquette 
Administrative Assistant  
(approved 5/20/2019)  
 

 

Documents appended:  

A: Ford Family Trust agreement  
B: Age Friendly Initiative handouts 
C: List of Potential Articles for May 4, 2019 Town Meeting 
D: 1971 Agreement with NBRVTHS, letter requesting appointment to School Committee 
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