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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
April 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Present: Chairman Robert Espindola Vice Chairman Daniel Freitas, Clerk Charles Murphy, 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette.  
  
Mr. Espindola called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:36 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. An audio recording was made for the purpose of 
minutes. 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to approve the minutes as amended for February 26,2018. Mr. 
Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to approve the minutes as amended for March 12, 2018. Mr. Murphy 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to approve the minutes as amended for March 19 ,2018. Mr. Murphy 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Freitas made a motion to approve the minutes as amended for March 26,2018. Mr. Murphy 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 

 
Mr. Rees updated the Board on several matters: 

• Mr. Rees read a press release from the Fairhaven Police Department regarding a motor 
vehicle accident that happened earlier in the day involving Police Chief Michael Myers  

• Finance committee voted to approve the FY 19General Fund Operating Budget with the 
exception of Economic Development 

• Finance Committee voted to approve the FY 19 Water and Sewer Operating and Capital 
Budgets as recommended by the Board of Selectmen 

• Finance Committee has voted to approve the FY 19 General Fund Operating Capital with 
the exception of the Rogers School project 

• Fairhaven has been invited to apply for a Federal opportunity zone designation which if 
awarded will provide for tax incentive s to promote economic development 

• Work at Union Wharf continues 
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• Connie Brawders who was filling in for Bill Roth, former Planning Director has left this 
past Friday for a position in East Longmeadow 

• The Planning Director position has been narrowed down to two finalists 
• Health Agent, Mary Kellogg has received a $30,000 recycling grant for the Town to 

reduce contamination 
• Mr. Rees had lunch recently with Ed Washburn from the New Bedford Harbor 

Redevelopment Commission where they discussed dredging, Ocean Cluster, the fishing 
industry and other matters of joint interest 

• The Marijuana Advisory Committee met last Wednesday and will break into three 
working groups and then meet again at a later date 

• Mr. Rees will be attending the Fairhaven Improvement Association’s annual dinner 
tomorrow night at the Wamsutta Club on April 10, 2018 

• Mr. Rees will be attending the Mass Municipal Association Environmental Policy 
Committee meeting in Boston on April 11, 2018 

• The Fairhaven Council on Aging will hold its volunteer appreciation luncheon this week 
on April 12, 2018 

• The Wellness Fair is scheduled for this Thursday on April 12, 2018 
 
 

COMMITTEE LIASON REPORT 
 

Mr. Murphy update the Board regarding the Sister City Committee. There will be the annual 
Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival to be held on May 6, 2018 at the Whitfield-Manjiro House 
from 11-4.  Also, that day Fairhaven High School will hold the Mr. Fairhaven contest from 2-4.  
Mr. Espindola reported to the Board that the 3rd annual Wellness Fair will be on Thursday April 
12, 2018. Mr. Espindola challenged his fellow board members to compete in the step-challenge. 
Volleyball also meets on Sunday nights at 6:30 pm and Mr. Espindola recommends that others 
try to participate and join in the fun. 
 
 

BOARD REORGANIZATION 
 

Mr. Espindola turned the gavel over to Mr. Rees to run the meeting to run the meeting until a 
new chair is appointed. Mr. Rees thanked Mr. Espindola for his past year as Chairman.  
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Selectman Daniel Freitas Chairman of the Board of 
Selectmen. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. Rees then turned the gavel 
over to Chairman Freitas. 
Mr. Espindola made a motion to appoint Selectman Charles Murphy as Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Selectmen. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Mr. Espindola as Clerk for the Board of Selectmen. Mr. 
Freitas seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the Selectman’s representative to the aforementioned 
Boards and Committees. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (See Attachment 
A) 
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the National Day of Prayer on May 3, 2018 and the use 
of Town Hall steps or the auditorium if the weather is inclement. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

FAIRHAVEN FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 1555 
 

Mr. Espindola would like more information regarding this event and what the event is raising 
money for. The item was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 

WEST ISLAND REGATTA 
 

Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve the West Island Regatta on July 28, 2018 and to waive 
the parking fees at Hoppy’s Landing. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

SAINT JOSEPH’S SCHOOL BLESSING OF THE BIKES 
 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the Saint Joseph’s School Blessing of the Bikes on May 
6, 2018, for a Special One Day All Alcohol License.  Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

CONCERTS UNDER THE STARS 
 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the Fairhaven Improvement Association’s Summer 
Concert Series to be held on July 12, 19, 26, 2018 and August 2 & 9, 2018 and to allow the event 
permit use of the auditorium in the case of inclement weather. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

20 YANKEE LANE 61A 
 

Mr. Rees explained to the Board that the applicant want to remove land from its current 
agricultural use and to change the classification for the use of a solar farm. The Planning Board 
has already met on this issue. Buzzards Bay Action Committee has no interest in this.  
Mr. Murphy made a motion not to exercise the right of first refusal. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
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BLUE WAVE CAPITAL PILOT AGREEMENT 
 

Mr. Rees explained that there is an amendment to the original agreement with Blue Wave from 
two years ago. There was confusion over when the first payments were to start. 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to sign the agreement with Blue Wave. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (See Attachment B)  
 
 

CABLE STUDIO  
 

Chairman Freitas read a resolution in honor of Robert “Bobby” Bruso naming the cable studio in 
his memory. (See Attachment C) Mr. Espindola recognized the Cable Advisory Committee 
members who came up with the idea to honor Mr. Bruso’s memory. The members of the 
Committee are Dr. Barbara Acksen, Ronald Medina, Michelle Merrolla, and John Methia. Mr. 
Espindola read a letter from Dr. Acksen. (See Attachment D) Mr. Espindola also told the Board 
that the scholarship in Mr. Bruso’s name has been set up and he encouraged everyone to make a 
donation. Murphy made a motion for the Cable Studio to be named in Bobby Bruso’s memory. 
Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0).  
 
 

AUTOMOTIVE DIAGNOSTIC 
 

Mr. Rees explained that Automotive Diagnostic was the last of all the site plans that needed to be 
in compliance. Mr. Murphy made a motion to accept the site plan and issue a vehicle repair 
license for the remainder of 2018. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

VACANT PROPERTY DATABASE  
 

Mr. Espindola was informed by the Economic Development Committee (EDC) that the Town 
could use the support for technical service from the Southeastern Regional Planning and 
Economic Development District (SRPEDD) Mr. Espindola said the Planning Board has had 
hesitations regarding this service. Mr. Rees feels this is well worth using. Mr. Espindola 
explained to the Board that since the Planning is not “on board”, SPREDD will only allow 20 
hours and that my not be enough hours to completed the database completed. Mr. Espindola 
would like to reach out to the Economic Development Committee for their support. Mr. Murphy 
made a motion to ask the Board to support going forward contingent upon EDC and authorize 
that the 20-hour allocation be delegated to EDC. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous 
(3-0) (See Attachment E)  
 
 

TOWN MEETING PREPERATION 
 

The Board discussed Article 15B: Billy’s Way, $59,405, BPW Recommended and Citizen 
Petition.  Mr. Murphy made a motion to reconsider the vote for Billy’s way and to change 
approval to “to be made at Town Meeting”. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
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The Board discussed Article 33: Petition to Legislature: Appointed Town Clerk. Mr. Murphy 
feels he is favoring keeping the position to be elected. Murphy saw the hard work the Town 
Clerk Eileen Lowney has done on the most recent election day and he was very impressed. Mr. 
Espindola thanked the Town Clerk Study Committee for their hard work. Mr. Espindola feels 
making this an appointed position would be better in the long run because the applicant pool can 
be opened up and they would be for the best interest f the Town. Mr. Freitas has not changed his 
position on this and still thinks this should be kept elected. He is worried since the most recent 
election only 6.24% of voters turned out and there could be a possibility that there may not have 
anyone run for the position of Town Clerk. Mr. Muprhy made a motion to “yield to petitioner” 
for Article 33. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

SELECTMENS SCHEDULE 
 

This item was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 

VETERAN’S SERVICES AGENCY  
 

This item was tabled until the next meeting for further discussion.  
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Mr. Murphy thanked all those that attended the M.O. L.I.F.E Gala. The date for next years gala 
will be April 6, 2019. Mr. Espindola showed the Board the most recent issue of the Beacon and 
made mention of several articles that he thought were of interest. 
  

 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 pm. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully 

 
Vicki L. Paquette  
Administrative Assistant 
(Approved 4/30/2018) 
 
 
Documents appended: 
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A: Selectmen Representatives to Boards and Committees 
B: Blue Wave agreement 
C: Bobby Bruso Resolution 
D: Dr. Acksen’s message 
E: SRPEDD memorandum 
 



SELECTMEN REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BOARDS (as of 4/09/2018) 

  

Charlie Murphy - Contract Compliance Officer 

Charlie Murphy - Affirmative Action Officer 

Charlie Murphy - Fair Housing Coordinator 

Robert Espindola - Millicent Library Board of Trustees 

Dan Freitas - Bristol County Advisory Board 

Charlie Murphy - Sister City Committee 

Charlie Murphy - Fire Apparatus Study Committee 

Dan Freitas - Historical Commission 

Dan Freitas - Marine Resources Committee 

Robert Espindola - Southeastern Regional Transit Authority Board 

Robert Espindola - Cable Advisory Committee 

Dan Freitas - Local Emergency Planning Committee   

Robert Espindola - Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District Advisory 
Council alternate 

Dan Freitas - Rogers Study Committee 

Robert Espindola - Economic Development Committee 

Charlie Murphy – Lagoa Friendship Committee 

Robert Espindola – Wellness Committee 
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Town of Fairhaven 

Board of Selectmen 
 

Resolution 
 

     Whereas; Robert J. (Bobby) Bruso was hired as the Town’s first full time Local Access Cable 
Television Director on February 2, 2017, 

    Whereas; Mr. Bruso immediately began to stabilize and modernize the Town’s local cable 
programing including purchasing state of the art production and studio equipment, 

    Whereas; Mr. Bruso brought enthusiasm and energy to his job that encouraged and motivated 
numerous others to become involved in community television, 

    Whereas; Mr. Bruso had a magnetic personality, was a pleasure to work with and never said no to 
a request for assistance, 

    Whereas; Mr. Bruso passed away on February 13, 2018 after a sudden and unexpected illness, 

    Now therefore, be it resolved by the Fairhaven Board of Selectmen:  that in recognition to the 
many contributions Mr. Bruso made to the Town of Fairhaven during his brief time with us that the 
Television Studio that he caused to be built in the Fairhaven Town Hall be named in his memory and that 
we direct that an appropriate plaque be installed at the studio memorializing this action. 

By vote of the Fairhaven Board of Selectmen on April 9, 2018 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Robert J. Espindola 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Daniel Freitas 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Charles K. Murphy, Sr. 
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Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District 
88 Broadway, Taunton, MA  02780 

Phone # 508-824-1367     Fax # 508-823-1803    
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   SRPEDD Commissioners 
FROM:  Deborah Melino-Wender, Chair 
DATE:  July 26, 2017 
RE:  Municipal Assistance  
 
I am pleased to announce that SRPEDD is again allocating 20 hours of municipal assistance to 
each commissioner.  This time may be used through you by the Board you represent or may be 
donated to another board or committee in your municipality.  
 
The Municipal Assistance Program is described on the enclosed sheet, “SRPEDD Municipal 
Assistance Services”.  We have also enclosed a Municipal Assistance Request Form.   
 
Some projects, such as the preparation of detailed maps, may require the direct expenditure of 
money for materials or outside services.  Commissioners requesting this type of project should 
be aware that SRPEDD would need to be reimbursed for these direct expenses.  In cases where 
direct expenditures are needed, we recommend a meeting with the staff to discuss the project.  
A scope of services, cost estimate and draft contract (if needed) are developed at this meeting 
for local review and approval.  
 
In addition to twenty hours of staff time available through each commissioner, SRPEDD will 
undertake additional work under contract.  By combining Municipal Assistance (free) time with 
a contract, we can undertake larger projects at a more reasonable cost. 
 
Your twenty hours per commissioner of MA time will is held until March 31, 2018 and can be 
claimed by filling in and returning the attached form.  After that date, requests can still be 
submitted, however, staff availability will determine to undertake the work.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Don Sullivan or Sandy Conaty.  We look forward to working with you 
and your community. 
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SRPEDD 

MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES 
(508) 824-1367/ Fax # (508) 823-1803  

Email: dsullivan@srpedd.org 
          sconaty@srpedd.org 

88 Broadway, Taunton, MA 02780 
 

The Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District offers a variety of services to 
cities and towns within the region.  Services may be provided, without charge, as a benefit of the 
17.829 cents per capita assessment paid each year.  Each SRPEDD commissioner is entitled to 20 hours 
of staff time per year for use by the board they represent.  Some of the services available include: 

 
ZONING BY-LAW/ REGULATION AMENDMENTS 
SRPEDD can provide a wide range of Zoning By-Law and Subdivision Rules and Regulations 
amendments to address local concerns.  Examples of other by-laws, regulations from the district 
as well as technical review of existing and proposed amendments are also available. 
 
EXPEDITED PERMITTING 
As part of a statewide effort, SRPEDD is working with Communities to enhance economic 
development through a more efficient permitting process.  SRPEDD staff is available to assist in 
either the State Chapter 43D streamlined permitting program or in developing a local approach 
tailored to the individual municipality. 
 
GREEN COMMUNITIES 
SRPEDD will assist communities that wish to qualify as a Green Community as outlined in MGL. 
c. 25A s.10(c).  Qualifying as a Green Community allows a community to be eligible for future 
Green Community grants. 
 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 
SRPEDD is available to assist communities in a variety of planning efforts including workshops, 
presentations, background data, updating sections of plans and mapping.  Complete updates or 
preparation of new Master Plans and/or Open Space and Recreation Plans are done at cost. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
SRPEDD can provide assistance in development of economic development strategies and 
project development.  Staff is also able to assist with grant preparation, implementation and 
project management.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS 
SRPEDD is available to undertake environmental reviews of subdivisions under local regulations 
and /or large developments under MEPA.  The scope of our review can be modified to 
accommodate specific local concerns. 
 

mailto:dsullivan@srpedd.org
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LOCAL TRAFFIC COUNTS / TRANSPORTATION STUDIES 
SRPEDD can conduct traffic counts along roadways for local communities.  Traffic counts 
involving turning movements at intersections are done at cost.  Staff can also provide local 
traffic studies, free of charge subject to MassDOT approval.  
 
PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT / TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS 
Working with communities, SRPEDD can provide a computerized pavement management 
system for local roads to assist in the expenditure of maintenance funds.  Staff is also available 
to help your community obtain federal funds for various enhancement projects including but 
not limited to bike paths, highway beautification, runoff control and historic preservation. 
 
COMPLETE STREETS PROGRAM 
Working with communities, SRPEDD can prepare the MassDOT Complete Streets application to 
allow participation under the Tier 2 portion of the program that provides access to funds for the 
development of a Prioritization Plan enabling eligibility for construction funds.    
 
G.I.S. MAPPING AND DATA CENTER  
Our Geographic Information System (G.I.S.) database includes roads, zoning, land use, aquifers, 
open space, zoning and wetlands.  Shared mapping services with communities covering a wider 
range of data including assessor, police, fire, and public works information can be provided at 
cost.  Our Data Center is available to assist your communities with population projection, school 
enrollment projections and census information.  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact your SRPEDD Commissioner, Don Sullivan (dsullivan@srpedd.org), or Sandy Conaty 
(sconaty@srpedd.org) at (508) 824-1367.  Information is also available on our web site at 
www.srpedd.org/technical-assistance. 
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