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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
May 14, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Present: Chairman Daniel Freitas, Vice Chairman Charles Murphy, Clerk Robert Espindola 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette.  
  
Mr. Freitas called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:35 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 
 

MINUTES  
 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2018 meeting, open session. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the April 30, 2018 meeting, open session. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2018 meeting, open session. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2018 meeting, open session. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 

 
Mr. Rees updated the Board on several matters: 

• Mr. Rees thanked the Board for all their hard work and preparation leading up to the 
Annual Town Meeting that was held on May 5, 2018 

• Mr. Rees and Ms. O’Brien, Human Resources Director, will be conducting interviews for 
finalist for the position Cable Access Director 

•  Mr. Rees will be meeting with several towns in the surrounding area to discuss the issues 
with ABC and to look at their financial records to verifying their financial status 
difficulty  
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• Mr. Rees met with Fire Chief Francis and Deputy Chief Correia to prepare for the 
Emergency Preparedness meeting in June 

 
 

COMMITTEE LIASON REPORT 
 

Under Committee liaison reports: 
• Mr. Murphy told the Board that he attended the Cherry Blossom festival on May 5, 2018. 

He felt the festival was very well attended and it was nice that the rain held off until the 
end 

• Mr. Espindola reported to the Board that the this is the last week of the employee step 
challenge  

• All three Selectmen thanked everyone for their hard work in preparing for Town Meeting 
 
 

OFF BROADWAY SCHOOL OF DANCE  
 

Nicole Sanders, owner of Off Broadway School of Dance came before the Selectmen to ask that 
the rental fee for the Town Hall Auditorium be waived for fundraiser they are holding in June. 
She will still pay the custodian’s fee. She explained that her dance teams had raised money 
through fundraising to go to Nationals and someone broke into the dance studio and stole all the 
money. She is looking to hold another fundraiser to raise more funds.  She also asked to change 
the date from June 2 to June 3, 2018. Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve waiving the rental 
fee for June 3, 2018 from 5-8 p.m. for the Town Hall auditorium contingent that the date is 
available. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 

SUSTAINABILITY CHARGE 
 

Ms. Anne O’Brien was in attendance to represent the Fairhaven Green Committee.  She 
explained that the Green Committee was formerly known as the Sustainability Committee and 
they all felt they would like to go back to that name because it was more in keeping what their 
mission was. Mr. Freitas read the charge that the Stainability Committee is proposing. Mr. Rees 
recommended that the charge be amended to read “term of one year.” Mr. Murphy made a 
motion to accept the charge for the Sustainability Committee as amended. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment A)  

 
 

FAIRHAVEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

Economic Development Chairman Kevin McLaughlin met with the Selectmen to discuss the 
Fairhaven Economic Development Plan that was prepared for the Town by FXM Associates in 
December of 2017. Mr. McLaughlin said the Economic Development Committee voted to accept 
the plan and to have the Board of Selectmen adopt it. Mr. McLaughlin went on the explain some 
of the findings of the study. All three Selectmen were happy with the findings. Mr. Rees 
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explained that the budget at Town meeting allows for some of the action items. Mr. Murphy 
made a motion to adopt the Fairhaven Economic Development Plan. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment B)  
 

 
HEALTH INSURANCE RATES 

 
Human Resources Director, Anne O’Brien came before the Selectmen to discuss the employee 
health insurance rates. Ms. O’Brien told the Board that over the past three years the increases in 
rates has been minimal. Over the past year the Town has had a lot of claims and the Trust Fund 
balance is slightly below recommended levels. It is recommended there be a 6.5% increase. Mr. 
Murphy disclosed before the vote that he is a recipient of the Town’s Health Insurance and 
would therefore remove himself from the vote.  Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve the 
6.5% increase for the PPO and HMO only effective September 1, 2018. Mr. Freitas seconded. 
Vote passed. (2-0-1) (Attachment C) 
 
 

BETTER COMMUNITY LIVING 
 

Mr. Rees explained that a recent request had come in that was time sensitive and would need to 
be acted upon today. This would fall under the 48 hour rule. Mr. Murphy made a motion to 
approve the event permit for Better Community Living on May 19, 2018 from 12-4pm at the 
Bayside Lounge, subject to Police and Fire Approval, contingent on full liquor. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 

FHS STUDENT EMMY AWARDS 
 

Drew Furtado, Media Director at Fairhaven High School (FHS) was in attendance with Seniors 
Bailey Cormier, Molly Antone, Grace Pelletier, Lexi Teves, and Kaelyn Bourgeois. These media 
students each won student production awards put together by the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences. Ms. Bourgeious, who spoke for the group, told the Board they 
were all proud they were able to represent FHS. Mr. Furtado stated this was the first time in 
history that all girls have won. Selectmen told the students how proud they were of their 
accomplishments.  

 
 

DOG PARK COMMITTEE 
 

Mr. Howe Allen met with the Selectmen to discuss reviving the Dog Park Committee. He knows 
several people who are interested and has heard of many grants that are available. Mr. Allen 
discussed the added benefits of a Dog Park, including socialization and economic development. 
Mr. Allen has offered to help solicit people for the committee. Mr. Rees will draft a charge for the 
committee for the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  
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FALL TOWN MEETING DATES 
 

Selectmen discussed dates that would be available to hold a special Town Meeting in the fall. 
The dates of October 23-24, 2018 seemed to be agreeable for all Selectmen, Mr. Rees will put 
out an email to all departments to find out everyone’s availability.  

 
 

4th OF JULY PARADE COMMITTEE 
 

Selectmen met with Mr. John Medeiros to discuss the idea of forming a 4th of July parade 
committee. Mr. Espindola said he would like to help find a way to encourage people to 
participate. Mr. Medeiros explained that about 8 or 9 years ago he started raising the “Big Flag” at 
Fairhaven High School on July 4th and then had a car cruise down the Fort with the antique cars. 
The Parade would pick up behind the cars at Cushman Park. He explained that the Lion’s Club 
has agreed to help organize the parade but would like to see the Town become more involved. Mr. 
Rees said he spoke to Tourism director, Chris Richard and Mr. Richard explained that over the 
years the parade slowly lost interest. Mr. Rees will have Mr. Medeiros and Mr. Richard 
coordinate together to put together a small working committee to try toimprove the parade in 
future years. Mr. Espindola agreed to be the Selectmen representative for this group. Discussion 
ensued on different ideas on how to organize a committee.  
 

 
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA LICENSES 

 
Mr. Rees explained to the Board that the regulations for Medical Marijuana are such that medical 
marijuana dispensaries are eligible for priority consideration of its application to be issued a 
license as a non-medical (“recreational”) marijuana establishment. On April 24, 2018 the 
Cannabis Control Commission issued a list of “RMD PRIORITY APPLICANT APPROVALS” 
including Bask, Inc. indicating it “Obtained Final Certificate of Registration and is open for 
business in Massachusetts.” Currently there is still a moratorium on all recreational marijuana 
facilities which remains in effect until December 31. 2018. (Attachment D) 
 
 

TOWN CLERK RETIREMENT 
 

Chairman Freitas read a letter from Town Clerk, Eileen Lowney announcing her retirement for 
June 30, 2018. All Selectmen wished Ms. Lowney well and expressed how much she will be 
missed. Mr. Rees read a memo from Town Counsel listing 3 options and procedures in the event 
of the resignation of the town clerk. Selectmen felt they did not want to see the Town have the 
added cost of a special election (option 3). Selectmen will discuss at a future meeting the best way 
to fill the position until the next election. Mr. Murphy made a motion not move forward with a 
Special election. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. Murphy made a 
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motion to accept the resignation of Town Clerk, Eileen Lowney, and effective June 30, 2018. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote unanimous. (3-0). (Attachment E) 

 
 

MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE 
 

Chairman Freitas read a letter from the Memorial Day Committee extending an invitation to the 
Selectmen to participate in the 2018 Fairhaven Memorial Day Parade and Ceremonies. Mr. 
Murphy said this is a nice parade to honor our heroes and he will be there. Mr. Espindola and 
Mr. Freitas also noted they would be in attendance as well. Mr. Murphy made a motion to 
approve the event permit to hold the Memorial Day Parade on May 28, 2018, contingent on 
Police and Fire Department approval. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
 

 
OFF THE HOOK 

 
Chairman Freitas read a letter that was hand delivered today from the owners of Off the Hook, 
formerly Down the Hatch inviting the Selectmen to the opening of the Bar and Grill. They also 
having several events over the next few weeks. They are requesting approval for the operation of 
a second bar to be set up on site should they need to accommodate more customers. Mr. Rees 
stated since this is a time sensitive issue, the letter falls under the 48 hour rule. Mr. Murphy made 
a motion to approval the premises change for a second bar contingent on compliance with the 
Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABCC) rules. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS  

• Mr. Murphy told the Board that he recently had the honor of being a judge for the Mr. 
Fairhaven contest. The kids did great a great job. All the proceeds benefit the After Prom.  

• Mr. Murphy also offered congratulations to his daughter, Alyssa Murphy, who will be 
graduating from Johnson and Whales. 

• Mr. Espindola wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day. 

 
 
At 8:01 p.m. Mr. Murphy motioned to enter Executive Session, not to reconvene in open session, 
pursuant to MGL ch.30A section 21(6): 
 

• To conduct strategy sessions in on a Real Estate matter regarding Union Wharf 
 
Mr. Freitas seconded.  Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Roll call vote: Mr. Murphy in favor. Mr. 
Espindola in favor.  Mr. Freitas in favor. 
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Respectfully 

 
Vicki L. Paquette  
Administrative Assistant 
(Approved on June 4, 2018) 
 
 
Documents appended: 
A: Sustainability Charge 
B: Fairhaven Economic Development Plan 
C: Health Insurance Costs Flow Chart / Rate History  
D: Letter from Tom Crotty  
E: Letter from Town Clerk/ Vacancy Options 
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