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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
July 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

Present: Chairman Daniel Freitas, Vice Chairman Charles Murphy, Clerk Robert Espindola 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette.  
  
Mr. Freitas called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:37 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. An audio recording was made for the purpose of 
minutes.  
 

MINUTES  
 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the June 18, 2018 meeting, open session as 
amended. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 
 

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
 

Mr. Rees updated the Board on several matters: 
 

• Mr. Rees informed the Board that longtime Building Commissioner Wayne Fostin retired 
on July 6, 2018 and he is wished well 

• Mr. Rees told the Board that seven applicants have applied for the Position of Building 
Commissioner. Mattapoisett inspector Steve Brodo will be filling in temporarily until 
someone is hired. Gloria McPherson, Planning Director will be filling in as Conservation 
Agent 

• Mr. Rees said July 9, 2018 was the date established in the Request for Proposal for 
potential bidders interested in Rogers School to inspect the building but no one showed 
up 

• Mr. Rees stated that Union Wharf is almost complete. He expressed his thanks to 
Harbormaster Tim Cox, Deputy Chief Todd Correia, the Department of Public Works, 
New Bedford Voke Students, Marie Ripley and John Cottrill for their assistance in 
completing this project 

• Mr. Rees also met with Architect Joe Booth regarding the snow guards for Town Hall 
and the ceiling in the Assessor’s office that is starting to fall. Mr. Rees will look to the 
Fall Town Meeting to gain funds for this 
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• Mr. Rees met with North Fairhaven Improvement Association (NFIA) regarding all the 
graffiti in that area. Captain Mike Botelho has reached out to NFIA with a request to 
attend their next meeting to discuss their concerns 

• Mr. Rees has also had word from Doug Brady, Chairman of the Bell Committee, that the 
committee’s work should be complete by December 2018 in regards to the Oxford 
School roof cupola 

• Mr. Rees updated the Board that Sweeny Merrigan Law, LLC has offered to  help the 
Town with lawsuits regarding opioids 
 

 

COMMITTEE LIASON REPORTS 

Under Committee liaison report: 

• Selectman Espindola recently attended a Southeastern Regional Planning and Economice 
Development District (SRPEDD) training meeting 

• Selectmen Espindola also attended anti-harassment training meeting sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA) in Plymouth  

 

SEABREEZE MINI MART  
 

Mr. Rees told the Board that a time sensitive correspondence had come in. He read a letter from 
the State of Massachusetts Lottery Commission. A motion was made by Mr. Murphy not to 
oppose the KENO monitoring machine system. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. 
(3-0) (Attachment A) 
 
 

CABLE T.V. FRANCHISE RENEWAL 
 

Mr. Rees told the Board that the Cable Advisory Committee along with Attorney Bill Solomon 
have been working with Comcast to create a non-exclusive franchise agreement. Mr. Murphy 
had some concerns regarding a senior discount. The Board discussed meeting with Comcast to 
further negotiations for the senior discount rate. Mr. Murphy made a motion to sign the franchise 
agreement with Comcast for July 16, 2019 until July 17, 2028. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0)  
 
 

TOWN BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

Mr. Rees explained to the Board that he is working to create charges for all of the Town boards 
and committees. Currently several residents have applied for various positions on Boards and 
Committees.  
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Kaisa Cripps to the Agricultural Committee. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
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Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Maria Carvalho and Kenneth Souza to the Cable 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Kelly Smith to the Commission on Disability. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Carolyn Hurley as constable. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Howe Allen, Nancy Shanik, Maryann Krane, Genevva 
Woodruff, and Vanessa Gralton to the Dog Park Study Committee. Mr. Espindola seconded. 
Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Todd Cox to the Fire Apparatus Committee. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Maria Carvalho to the Historical Commission. Mr. 
Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Eileen Lowney as Registrar of Voters (D). Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
The Selectmen will meet at their next meeting with the applicants for Art Curator and the 
Sustainability Committee. Chairman Freitas feels that the Marine Resources Committee has too 
many members at the present time and he would like to discuss that in more detail at a later 
meeting. There are no vacancies on the Economic Development Committee and Conservation 
Committee.  

 
 

COUNCIL ON AGING APPOINTMENTS 
 

Chairman Freitas read a letter from Council on Aging (COA) Director, Anne Silvia regarding 
revamping the current COA board requesting to add three new members. Mr. Murphy made a 
motion to appoint Robert Ryan, Nancy Kleinowskis and reappoint Lee Allaire to the Council on 
Aging Board. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. Espindola made a 
motion to appoint Erin Murphy to the Council on Aging Board. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote 
passed. (2-1-0). Mr. Murphy disclosed that Erin Murphy is his daughter, therefore he will abstain 
from voting. 

 
 

SPECIAL ONE DAY LIQUOR LICENSE 
 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the request for a Special One day All Alcoholic 
Beverages License for the Annual Three Day Feast on September 1, 2, 3, 2018. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0). Mr. Murphy disclosed that he is a member of the Our 
Lady of Angels Catholic Association but he does not receive and compensation from them.  

 
 

ONE DAY YARD SALE—OXFORD SCHOOL 
 

Mr. John Mederios from the North Fairhaven Improvement Association (NFIA) met with the 
Selectmen and is seeking permission to use the Oxford School gymnasium for an indoor yard 
sale in September. Mr. Murphy made a motion to allow NFIA to schedule an indoor yard sale at 
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the Oxford School on September 15, 2018 from 8am to 2pm. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 
 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 
 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to sign the contract for Public Health Nursing. Mr. Espindola 
seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment B)  

 
 

BOND APPROVAL 
 

Finance Director Wendy Graves and David Eisenthal from Unibank were in attendance to meet 
with the Selectmen and request approval of the Board for the long term borrowing for the Sewer 
Plant Improvements and the Fire truck. Mr. Eisenthal explained to the Board that before the 
Town can get a bond, they have to get a bond rating from a third party. Fairhaven received a 
double A plus (AA+) from Standard and Poor. Ms. Graves this was due to the strong financial 
team the town has. Mr. Murphy made a motion to sign the bond for the Sewer Plant 
Improvements and Fire Truck. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
(Attachments C&D)  

 
 

PLANNING BOARD VACANCY 
 

Planning and Economic Director Gloria McPherson and planning board members, Cathy 
Melanson, Bill Farrell, Wayne Hayward, Rene Fleurent, Geoff Howarth, Anne Richard, and Jeff 
Lucas met in a joint meeting with members of the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Rees explained that 
currently there is vacancy on the Planning Board due to the resignation of Nicholas Carrigg. As 
per MGL Ch. 41, Sec. 81A the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen must appoint 
someone to fill the vacancy until the next election.  The appointment is done at a joint meeting of 
both Boards, with each member having an equal vote. The Boards met with two applicants for 
the position, Marcus Ferro and John (Jay) Malaspino.  
Mr. Ferro told the Boards that he is a lifelong resident of Fairhaven. He is a real estate broker 
and an attorney. He currently serves on the Commission on Disability and is eager to get 
involved.  
Mr. Malaspino has lived in Fairhaven for 6 years and is an architectural designer, specializing in 
residential construction.  
Chairman Freitas called for a vote from both Boards. By way of roll call vote there was a tie. Mr. 
Hayward for Mr. Malaspino, Mr. Farrell for Mr. Ferro, Mr. Fleurent for Mr. Malaspino, Ms. 
Melanson for Mr. Ferro, Mr. Howarth for Mr. Ferro, Ms. Richard for Mr. Ferro, Mr. Lucas for 
Mr. Malaspino, Selectman Murphy for Mr. Ferro, Selectman Espindola for Mr. Malaspino, 
Selectman Freitas for Mr. Malaspino. (5-5) 
After a lengthy discussion a new vote was taken to break the tie.  
Mr.Malaspino by roll call vote was appointed to the Planning Board to fill the vacancy of 
Nicholas Carrig. Mr. Hayward for Mr. Malaspino, Mr. Farrell for Mr. Ferro, Mr. Fleurent for Mr. 
Malaspino, Ms. Melanson for Mr. Ferro, Mr. Howarth for Mr. Ferro, Ms. Richard for Mr. 
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Malaspino, Mr. Lucas for Mr. Malaspino, Selectman Murphy for Mr. Ferro, Selectman 
Espindola for Mr. Malaspino, Selectman Freitas for Mr. Malaspino. (6-4) 
 
 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
 

Life Scout Alex Sylvaria presented the summary of his Eagle Scout project at Little Bay. Mr. 
Sylvaria showed the Selectmen his timeline with the plans and is looking for final approval.  He 
would like to come back to meet with the Selectmen once the project is completed. Mr. Sylvaria 
told the Selectmen that he has a licensed contractor and his Dad helping him. The Board were all 
pleased to see that the project will begin soon. Mr. Freitas would like to see the BPW and the 
Police Department notified of the work that will be done. Mr. Murphy made a motion to provide 
final approval to Alex Sylvaria for his Eagle Scout project. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment E)  
 
 

VOLUNTEER/APPOINTEES HANDBOOK 
 

Mr. Rees showed the Board a draft of the Volunteer handbook that Human Resources Director 
put together. He hopes to present the Selectman with the final version at the next meeting. The 
Board all agreed they would like to see all volunteers and appointees receive the handbook once 
completed. Discussion ensued on other items to add to the final copy.  
 
 

HOPPY’ S LANDING  
 

Harbormaster Tim Cox was not available due to a family emergency so the Board did not discuss 
the signage issue. Selectman Freitas is upset because he feels some people are being harassed 
when they are parking at Hoppy’s Landing to go for a walk or use the beach. All Selectmen 
agree that there needs to be some clarification in regards to the parking. They would like to get 
the input of the Police Department and the Marine Resources Committee. Residents Frank 
Coelho and JP Lemieux have concerns about the parking for the beach goers and feel a lot of the 
spaces are being taken up and feel signage is the most important thing to help solve some of the 
issues. Mr. Rees will work with the Harbormaster, Town Planner and the Police Department at 
finding a solution to the problem  
 
 

REIMBURSMENT FOR LEGAL COSTS 
 

Mr. Rees explained to the Board that at their last meeting they had requested for Robert Hobson 
to put into writing his request for reimbursement for legal costs associated with the recent 
election. Town Counsel has advised that it is not legal for the town to pay for Mr. Hobson’s legal 
costs. Mr. Rees provided a letter from the Town’s insurance company stating that there is a 
$1000 deductible on the Public Officials policy. Robert Hobson came before the Board to restate 
his case and ask for reimbursement. He feels since there were errors made on the Town’s part 
that he should not have to pay the amount of the attorney’s fees. Selectmen agreed they do not 
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wish to go against the advice of Town Counsel. Chairman Freitas feels that since there were 
errors made that the Selectmen should look at this issue as case by a case basis and doesn’t want 
to see the Town incur any more costs associated with this. Mr. Hobson agreed he would be 
willing to split the bill with the Town. Mr. Murphy made a motion to settle at $1000 pending 
advice of Town Counsel. Mr. Freitas seconded. Vote passed (2-1-0) 
 
 

CORRESSPONDENCE 
  

• Mr. Rees read a letter of support from Fairhaven Outdoor Movie Night 
• Mr. Rees read a letter from Lt. Governor Karen Polito supporting the Town’s request for 

additional resources for security fencing at the Secure Dock Facility and additional 
berthing at Union Wharf 

• Mr. Rees read a letter from the Fairhaven National Night Out Committee inviting all 
residents to come out on Tuesday, August 7, 2018 from 5pm to 8pm 

• Mr. Rees also showed a 6 month report from Drew Furtado showing the progress of 
Cable Access from January 1, 2018 through June 19, 2018 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Mr. Murphy told the Board he thought the Fourth of July parade and Cannon Firing 
ceremony at the Fort were both great. Tourism Director Chris Richard did a great job 

• Mr. Espindola noted that it was nice to see Chairman Freitas and Town Hall Custodian 
Frank Fostin fire one of the cannons at Fort Phoenix at the Independence Day ceremony 

• MR. Espindola updated the Board that CGI Video has been in Fairhaven recording press 
release videos 

• Mr. Espindola reminded the Board that the second weekend in August the Coast Guard 
Band will perform at Town Hall when the Tall Ship Eagle arrives  

• Mr. Espindola told the Board that the Board of Health has sent out a mailing regarding 
recycling and what items can go in the bin 

• Mr. Murphy reminded residents about the Thursday night concerts at Town Hall and the 
NFIA car show scheduled for Sunday, July 23, 2018 at Livesey Park. 

 

At 9:26 p.m. Chairman Freitas announced that the Board would enter into executive session and 
not to reconvene in open session pursuant to MGL ch.30A section 21(6): 
 

• Collective Bargaining: Clerical Union (Job Descriptions and Internal Equity Study, 
Acting Town Clerk) 

• Abatement of Ambulance services receivables   
 
 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to enter into executive session. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0)   Roll Call vote: Mr. Murphy in favor. Mr. Espindola in favor. Mr. Freitas in 
favor.  
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Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Vicki Paquette 
Administrative Assistant 
(Minutes approved 9/10/2018) 
 
 
 
Documents appended: 
A: Massachusetts State Lottery Commission 
B: Contract for Public Health Nursing 
C: S&P Global Rating 
D: Vote of the Board of Selectmen- 
E: Eagle Scout Project Summary  
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