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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 
October 1, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 

 

Present: Vice Chairman Charles Murphy, Clerk Robert Espindola Town Administrator Mark 
Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette. Chairman Daniel Freitas was absent.  
 
  
Vice Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:36 p.m.  
The meeting was recorded by Cable Access.  
 
 

MINUTES  
 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the September 24, 2018 meeting, open session. 
Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) 

 

TOWN ADMINSTRATORS REPORT  

• Mr. Rees told the Board that he had recently attended a Municipal Partnership 
Conference in Worcester sponsored by the Governor’s office. Workshops included ways 
to address water management issues such as flooding and storm water surges, the session 
focused on being innovative in the local government setting 

• Mr. Rees informed the Board that he recently signed the Town Hall roof repair and snow 
guard installation project authorization letter 

• Mr. Rees attended kick off meeting with Comm-Trac, the company that will be installing 
the Town’s fiber optic network. Work is expected to start in November and be complete 
by January 2019 

• Mr. Rees reported that he and Vinnie Furtado, Board of Public Works Superintendent 
attended a Commission on Disability meeting and heard from a representative from 
Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SRTA) regarding assisting the mobility 
impaired  residents in winter months  to clear the snow from their sidewalks 

• Mr. Rees along with other Town Officials, Lieutenant Governor Karen Polito, 
Representative Bill Straus and Senator Mark Montigney’s office participated in a ribbon 
cutting ceremony at Union Wharf for the recent completion for the public safety marina 
and the additional work on shoring up the bulkheads on the wharf. The Lt. Governors 
encouraged the Town to apply for state grants to complete the project 

• Mr. Rees said that Town Hall bid farewell to longtime custodian Frank Fostin with a 
breakfast buffet in the banquet room on September 28, 2018 
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• Assistant Superintendent Tara Kohler and Mr. Rees approved IT Director Nicole Potter’s 
appointment of Erin Costa for the new position of Media and Communications Specialist. 
Ms. Costa has considerable marketing and social media experience 

• Mr. Rees updated the Board regarding the interviews for a new Conservation Agent. 
Human Resources Director, Anne O’Brien, will be conducting interviews and has 
narrowed down the search to five candidates 

 

COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

• Mr. Espindola will be meeting at UMass Dartmouth regarding Economic Development 
• Mr. Espindola reported that the Dog Park Committee will hold a meeting this week, he 

will be the Selectmen’s liaison for this committee 
• Mr. Murphy told the Board that the Commission on Disability met with SRTA 

representatives. SRTA reminded residents in the winter months to clear snow from 
sidewalks in front of their residence. They also wanted to remind bus riders that even in 
the event of inclement weather a bus will stop to pick you up even if it is not a designated 
stop 

• Mr. Murphy updated the Board that the Sister City/Manjiro will have some visitors from 
Japan coming to Fairhaven for a visit in October  

 

NOVEMBER 6, 2018 STATE ELECTION 

Mr. Espindola made a motion to adopt the Warrant for the State Election to be held on 
November 6, 20148. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (Attachment A)  

 

POLL WORKERS—NOVEMBER 6, 2018 STATE ELECTION 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the poll workers for the November 6, 2018 State 
Election. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (Attachment B) 

 

WEDDING AT TOWN HALL 

Mr. Rees explained that Kourtney Arruda has requested use of the upstairs landing in front of the 
Auditorium doors for a wedding ceremony on Friday, October 5, 2018. This will be during 
business hours so she has asked for the custodial fee to be waived.  

Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve a wedding ceremony for October 5, 2018 from 
11:00am – 1:00pm and to waive the fees. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) 
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CDBG GRANT 

Mr. Rees told the Board that this will be passed over for this meeting. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF BUILDING COMMISSIONER 

Human Resources Director, Anne O’Brien and Mr. Rees introduced Kristian White to the Board. 
Mr. White was the top choice for the position of Building Commissioner. Mr. White has 
previously worked for the city of Walpole and is extremely qualified. Mr. White told the Board 
he is looking forward to bringing his skills and knowledge to the Town. Mr. Espindola made a 
motion to approve the appointment by Mr. Rees of Kristian White to the positon of Building 
Commissioner. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (Attachment C) 

 

HOPPY’S LANDING PARKING FEES 

Mr. Rees explained that the issue of the parking at Hoppy’s Landing has been ongoing for quite 
some time. Harbor Master, Tim Cox and Frank Coelho, Chairman of the Marine Resources 
Committee were in attendance. Mr. Coelho said the Marine Resources Committee reviewed the 
new parking fees and approved the recommendations to have special spots designated for free 
parking for cars without trailers. (Attachment D)  There will be designated spots for vehicles 
pulling trailers. The parking meter has been installed for these spots. Customers may pay with 
cash, credit or debit.  Mr. Coelho and his Board expressed concerns over the boulders that were 
placed on Causeway Road because they feel the rocks are not eye appealing. The Marine 
Resources Committee would like to see a different solution for the boulders and passed out a 
copy of the minutes from a recent Board of Public Works meeting where they discussed the 
placement of the boulders. (Attachment E)  Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve the 
amendment to the rules and regulations for the fees section of   Hoppy’s Landing to reflect the 
discontinuance of charges for vehicles. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0)  

 

EXPANDED UNION WHARF REGULATIONS 

Mr. Rees told the Board that roughly 2 years ago Harbor Master, Tim Cox created 2 new slips at 
Union Wharf. Discussion centered on the types of boats that should be allowed in the 2 new slips 
and the fees that they should be charged. The amended rules and regulations would allow for a 
lottery system for the slips in the event of a waiting list. The proposed “fee schedule” calls for a 
$1500 yearly fee. Selectmen felt this was an adequate fee due to the fact that there is no 
electricity or running water at these slips. Mr. Espindola made a motion to adopt the North Side 
of Union Wharf regulations as written with the $1500for yearly fee prorated if necessary. Mr. 
Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (Attachment F) 
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MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE CHARGE 

Mr. Rees, in his ongoing efforts to update charges for the Boards and Committees, has made 
some recommendations to the Marine Resources Committee Charge originally adopted on July 
11, 2016. Selectmen and Marine Resources Committee Chair Frank Coelho discussed the efforts 
of the committee and the lack of a quorum due to members not showing up for meetings. Mr. 
Rees suggested that the membership be limited to five at large members and one representative 
from the Board of Selectmen and one from the Board of Public Works. He proposed there be no 
alternate representatives from the Board of Public Works or the Board of Selectmen unless there 
is a conflict of interest. Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve the Marine Resources 
Committee Charge changing the total number of members to seven including one voting Liaison 
from the Board of Public Works and one voting liaison from the Board of Selectmen. Mr. 
Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) (Attachment G) 

 

MS4 PERMIT NOTICE OF INTENT 

Mr. Rees explained to the Board that in any Municipality, sewage and drainage are either 
contained in the same pipe or in two separate pipes.  In those municipalities where sewage is 
carried in a separate system than drainage (rain water), the EPA requires this community to have 
a permit granting stipulated permission for the drainage discharge. 

The Town applied for such a permit back in 2003.  Since then, the Town has been following the 
required protocol of the permit, such as, but not limited to, storm water education, sweeping 
streets, cleaning catch basins and compiling and submitting an annual report. 

The first round of permits are expiring but more work still needs to be done. This permit 
mandated by the State for long-term health of waterways.  

Mr. Espindola made a motion to approve the MS4 Permit notice of intent and to authorize the 
Chair to sign on Behalf of the Board. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) 
(Attachment F) 

 

TOTAL CONFECTIONS LLC PACKAGE STORE/ ALL ALCOHOL LICENSE 

Selectmen met with Cathy Melanson, owner of Emma Jeans Bakery, who is requesting to place 
an article on the Special Town Meeting Warrant for her to amend her current liquor license, 
which does not allow for her to sell or transfer her Package Store/ Full Alcohol license to another 
location from its current location at 115 Huttleston Avenue. (Attachment G)  On May 5, 2012 the 
beer and wine license was voted at Town Meeting and went before Special Legislation to 
become an All Alcohol license. (Attachment H). The license reads “non-transferable to another 
location, but the licensing authority may grant the license to a new applicant at the same 
location.” 
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Ms. Melanson told the Board that she would like to move the license someplace that is not as 
family friendly as her bakery. In order to transfer the license, she will now have to follow the 
same process and go before Town Meeting and Special Legislation.  

Mr. Espindola had concerns because Ms. Melanson had go to Special legislation to obtain the all 
alcohol license, and he is worried that this could impact our cap on the recreational marijuana 
licenses that can be issued. Mr. Rees assured the Board that Ms. Melanson’s license would not 
impact the recreational marijuana licenses but if someone else in the future goes before Special 
Legislation as Ms. Melanson did and they are issued a license then it could affect the marijuana 
licenses. In order for Ms. Melanson to have an article placed on Special Town Meeting she 
would need to petition 100 hundred signatures or have the Selectmen place the article on the 
warrant. Mr. Espindola made a motion to allow Total Confections to place a Special Town 
Meeting article on the warrant that would allow for the language that limits the transportability 
of this license to other locations. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was unanimous. (2-0) 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES REVIEW 

Selectmen reviewed the articles for Special Town Meeting. Mr. Rees told the Board that he has 
spoken with Town Counsel regarding the citizen petition asking that an extension be granted on 
the recreational marijuana moratorium. Mr. Rees told the Board that Town Counsel revamped 
the wording for it to be legally binding. Doug Brady, the lead petitioner, spoke to the Board and 
agreed with the revamped wording by Town Counsel. Tim Keogh, owner of BASK, Inc, the 
Town’s only current medical marijuana facility had concerns that if residents signed the petition 
under the original wording, then they may not have understood what they were signing for. Mr. 
Brady assured Mr. Keogh and the Board that petitioners were asked very clearly “Do you want 
to ask Special Town Meeting members to extend the moratorium” Selectmen agreed there was 
no miscommunication on the words used.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Mr. Espindola read an invitation for the Grand Opening of MO LIFE at Lambeth Park on 
October 12, 2018. All are welcome to attend 

• Mr. Espindola reminded residents about the Hazardous Waste Day at the Department of 
Public Works on Arsene Street on October 6, 2018. There will be a recycle rodeo and all 
items will be donated to Gifts to Give in Acushnet 

• Mr. Espindola encouraged everyone to watch the Public Service Announcement 
produced by Cable Access for the Board of Health on recycling 

• Mr. Espindola and Mr. Murphy expressed how proud he is of all the work that has been 
done at Union Wharf. He was pleased to see the Lieutenant Governor Karen Polito, 
Representative Bill Straus, and Senator Mark Montigney’s office at the ribbon cutting 
ceremony 

• Mr. Murphy reminded residents that the Fairhaven Rotary Club and the Board of Health 
are working together to collect plastic bags 

• Mr. Murphy wished Chairman Freitas well and Mr. Rees good luck on his trip 
Washington D.C. 
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• Mr. Murphy reminded residents the annual Fire Station Open House is this Sunday, 
October 7, 2018 from 1-3 pm 

 

At 8:00pm Mr. Espindola made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Murphy seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (2-0)  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Vicki Paquette 
Administrative Assistant 
(Approved on 10/22/2018) 
 
Documents appended: 
A: State Election Warrant  
B: Poll Workers – State Election 
C: Building Commissioner resume 
D: Hoppy’s Landing parking fees 
E: Handout from Frank Coelho- BPW minutes 
F: Union Wharf Rules and Regulations 
G: Marine Resources Committee charge 
H: MS4 NOI 
  
 



ss. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

WILLIAM FRANCIS GAL VIN 

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

To the Constables of the Town of FAIR.HA VEN 

GREETINGS: 

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of said city or town who 
are qualified to vote in the State Election to vote at: 

PRECINCT 1 - TOWN HALL, WILLIAM STREET ENTRANCE 
PRECINCT 2 - HASTINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL, SCHOOL STREET ENTRANCE 
PRECINCT 3 - HASTINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL, SCHOOL STREET ENTRANCE 
PRECINCT 4 - FAIR.HA VEN FIRE ST A TION MMEETING ROOM, 146 WASHINGTON STREET 
PRECINCT 5 - RECREATION CENTER, 227 HUTTLESTON A VENUE 
PRECINCT 6 - RECREATION CENTER, 227 HUTTLESTON A VENUE 

on TUESDAY, THE SIXTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2018, from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the following purpose: 

To cast their votes in the State Election for the candidates for the following offices and questions: 

SENA TOR IN CONGRESS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEAL TH 
GOVERNOR and LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ...... FORTHIS COMMONWEALTH 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEAL TH 
SECRETARY OF STATE ........................ FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
TREASURER AND RECEIVER GENERAL. . . . . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
AUDITOR ..................................... FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . NINTH DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First DISTRICT 
SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT ................ 2"d BRISTOL DIST/PLYMOUTH DIST 
REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT ........ TENTH BRISTOL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY ......................... BRISTOL DISTRICT 
CLERK OF COURTS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BRISTOL COUNTY 
REGISTER OF DEEDS .......................... BRISTOL SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS .................... BRISTOL COUNTY 

QUESTION 1: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of 
Representatives on or before May 2, 2018? 

SUMMARY 

This proposed law would limit how many patients could be assigned to each registered nurse in Massachusetts 
hospitals and certain other health care facilities. The maximum number of patients per registered nurse would 
vary by type of unit and level of care, as follows: 

• In units with step-down/intermediate care patients: 3 patients per nurse;
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PRECINCT 1 

POLL WORKERS 

for the 

November 6, 2018 

State Election 

Bernadette Costa, 19 Huttleston Avenue, 508-264-5505---------------Warden - U 
Janice Rose, 44 Jerusalem Road, 508-993-72 l 9 ------------------------Clerk - U 
George Diggle, 21 Summer Street, 508-996-1976 ----------------------Worker - U 
Terrence Meredith, PO Box 684, 508-994-8751-------------------------Worker - U 

PRECINCT 2 

Mary Cunha, 201 Nasketucket Way, 508-241-3775 --------------------Warden -0 
Christine Alfonse, 38 Veranda Avenue, 508-997-1975 ----------------Clerk- R 
Elaine Burgo, 14 7 Merrimac Street, 508-965-5719---------------------Worker-D 
Carole Fauteux, 87 Harding Road, 508-992-1045 --------------------- Worker - U 

PRECINCT 3 

Lee Bachand, 152 Acushnet Rd, Matt, 774-202-0500-----------------Warden - U 
Sandra LeBlanc, 17 Elm Avenue, 508-992-2498-----------------------Clerk - D 
Mary Yarmac, 85 Laurel Street, 860-884-2163-------------------------Worker - D 
Michelle Letts, 7 Andrew Avenue, 508-957-0777----------------------Worker- U 

PRECINCT 4 

Linda Therrien, 287 Huttleston Avenue, 508-996-2068---------------Warden - U 
Rosalie Hutchinson, 20 I Ocean Meadows, 508-97 I -0046 -----------Clerk - U 
Catherine Delano-Calamari, 44 William St #I, 508-364-8688-------Worker- D 
Pamela Greene, l 09 Washington Street, 508-994-93 I 0---------------Worker - R 

PRECINCTS 

Diane Rocha, 346 Huttleston Avenue, 774-606-7005------------------Warden - D 
Elaine L. Rocha, 7 Holiday Drive, 508-992-2246-----------------------Clerk - D 
Elizabeth Sylvia, 3 Holiday Drive, 508- 996-9956----------------------Worker - D 
Mary Grace, 89 Spring Street, 508-994-5636 ---------------------------Worker- D

PRECINCT6 

David Chevalier, 3 I Phoenix Street, 603-80 l -1689---------------------Warden -D 
Linda Chevalier, 3 I Phoenix Street, 603-80 I -I 690 --------------------Clerk - D 
Joan Mello, I 5 New Boston Road, 508-994-5488----------------------Worker - U 
Sandra Melanphy, 3 7 Evergreen Street, 508-994-4241----------------Worker - U 

9/18/2018 
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  Town of Fairhaven 
 Massachusetts 

    Office of Marine Resources 
40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 
 

                 Timothy Cox  

 Harbormaster/ Shellfish Warden  

 
Rules and Regulations 
of Hoppy’s Landing 

 
As Amended 5/19/05 by Hoppy Landing Advisory Committee,  
As Amended 6/15/05 by Hoppy Landing Advisory Committee,  
As Amended 8/15/05 by Hoppy Landing Advisory Committee,  
The Advisory Committee reviewed the Rules and Regulations as noted by Town Counsel, Blair Bailey 
As Reviewed by Town Counsel, 3/7/2006 
Approved by Board of Selectmen, May 30, 2006 
Modified by Board of Selectmen, October 1, 2018 
 

Fees 
 
1. For dinghy’s, skiffs, tenders used to get to and from moorings within the Hoppy’s Landing mooring 
area, beach storage will be allowed on the beach area just west of the dock.  The storage rate will be 
thirty five dollars ($35) per year and a boat sticker must be displayed on the transom of the dinghy, skiff, 
or tender. 
 
2. Vehicles with Boat Trailers parking rates are set at fifty dollars ($50) annually or seven dollars ($7) 
per day of use. Boat owners wishing to purchase an annual fifty dollar ($50) sticker must first show 
proof of payment that all Waterways User Fees and Boat Excise Taxes must be paid in full before an 
annual parking sticker can be purchased. There will be no parking fees for Vehicles without Boat 
Trailers. 
 
3. A limited number of fishing gear storage areas are available for licensing from the Selectmen’s 
Office, upon consultation with the Harbormaster.  The licensing period runs from September 1 to 
August 31 at a rate of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.) per twenty by forty foot area, as assigned by the 
Harbormaster. 
 

Rules and Regulations 
 
1. All boat mooring, dinghy storage and fishing gear storage privileges are subject to a yearly fee 
schedule, and pertinent waterway user fees and boat excise taxes and shall be permitted annually by the 
Harbormaster. 
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2. All users of the Hoppy’s Landing facility must obey the lawful orders of the Harbormaster and/ or his 
assistants.  Failure to obey these orders or instructions may result in the loss of the privilege to use the 
facilities. Repeated failure to follow these orders or instructions may result in the permanent loss of the 
privilege to use the facilities. 
 
3. If any person who shall refuse or neglect to move his/her boat or material on the Hoppy’s Landing 
property when and as directed by the Harbormaster and/or his assistants such refusal may result in the 
loss of the privilege to use the facilities. Repeated failure to follow these orders or instructions may 
result in the permanent loss of the privilege to use the facilities. 
 
4. Use of the boat launch ramp and floats are on a first come, first serve basis and must be used in an 
expedient manner to allow others the privilege of utilizing the facilities in a timely manner. 
 
5. No vessels are to be docked to the floats for more than two (2) hours due to repairs, gear or bait 
transport, unless approved by the Harbormaster.  If such unapproved vessels continue to be secured to 
the dock, the Harbormaster will remove the vessel at the expense of such party. 
 
6. At no time may any fishing gear for the purposes of keeping bait fish fresh may be kept, tied, or 
secured to the dock or floats. If such unapproved gear is found, the Harbormaster will remove the gear at 
the expense of such party. 
 
7. No recreational fishing, or swimming will be allowed within the immediate confines of the floats, 
dock and boat ramp areas at any time.  Recreational fishing, swimming and other recreational uses are 
encouraged throughout all other areas of the property. 
 
8. Vehicle parking in areas where prohibited by signage is cause for a parking citation.  All parking 
regulations are posted and will be strictly enforced by the Harbormaster, his assistants (parking control 
officers) and the Police Department. Any vehicle found to be illegally parked will be subject to a $25 
fine. 
 
9. All waterways user fees and boat excise taxes not paid within sixty days of billing may result in the 
loss of mooring and launching privileges. 
 
10. Overnight parking of vehicles and boat trailers may be allowed with prior notification and approval 
of the Harbormaster.  However, overnight camping is prohibited in all areas of the Hoppy’s Landing 
property, either by use of camping trailers, tents, or open sleeping bags.   
 
11. The storage of commercial fishing gear, lobster cages is available in a limited area within a one-
hundred foot square parcel southwest of the pond.  All interested parties will be considered on a per 
request basis by the Harbormaster. See licensing agreement for further rules and requirements.  
 
12. Designated picnic areas, when established by the Town of Fairhaven, shall be defined as an area 
containing picnic tables and or fireplaces specifically established by the Town of Fairhaven for the 
outdoor consumption and/or preparation of food. 
 
13. No alcoholic beverages of any kind shall be permitted within the confines of Hoppy’s Landing 
property. 
 



14. No person shall leave, place, or dispose of in any manner, garbage, waste, refuse, ashes, cans, 
bottles, paper, motor vehicles, bicycle, furniture, glass, oil, sewerage, anything of any unsightly or 
unsanitary nature, except in receptacles provided for such purposes. 
 
15. No person shall kindle, build, maintain or use a fire other than in the picnic area for such use.  Any 
fire shall be continuously under the care and direction of a competent adult from the time of kindling 
until it is extinguished. 
 
16. No person shall solicit, sell, rent, advertise or offer to sell or rent, hawk, peddle, display, or distribute 
any goods, wares, tangible or intangible property, in any area of Hoppy’s Landing except by permit and 
authority issued by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
17. Rules and regulations may be changed at any time by the Board of Selectmen and shall become 
effective upon publication.  Furthermore these rules and regulations shall be posted at the landing and 
provided to all holders of waterways permits and licenses. 
 
18. Anyone found in violation of these by-laws, rules and regulations may be subject to a fine of twenty 
dollars ($20.00) pursuant to G.L. c.88 section 19 for each offense.  Each day of violation shall constitute 
a separate offense.  The only exception to this fine schedule is the parking violations as outlined in rule 
#10. 
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  Town of Fairhaven 
 Massachusetts 

    Office of Marine Resources 
40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 
 

                 Timothy Cox  

 Harbormaster/ Shellfish Warden  

 

 

 

NORTH SIDE OF UNION WHARF REGULATIONS  
Approved by the Board of Selectmen on October 1, 2018 

 

 

1.General Use Regulations 

        

1.1 Except in an emergency, no boat will tie up to any of the Town’s wharves, floats or 

piers without the permission of the Harbormaster. 

 

1.2 No person shall leave any boat or vessel, or any fishing equipment, fish or any other 

personal property, or waste, upon any Town landing, float, wharf or pier for any period longer 

then reasonably necessary during the loading or unloading of a vessel. 

 

1.3 The Town will not be responsible for any loss or damage to boats or vessels at the Town 

wharves, floats , piers or moorings. Owners will be held responsible for damage caused by 

them or their vessels to structures and pilings and related facilities owned by the Town of 

Fairhaven. 

 

1.4 No rope, line or other equipment shall be allowed to pass across any channel or dock in 

such a way that it would be likely to obstruct or interfere with navigation or the use of the 

facilities. 

 

1.5 Except in an emergency, no boat shall fuel at the Town’s wharves, floats or piers without                                                                                           
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the permission of the Harbormaster. Fueling must comply with all state and federal 

regulations. 

 

1.6 All boats or vessels using any of the Town’s wharves, floats or piers shall observe all 

Police, Fire, Health and sanitary regulations of the Town, and the owners, operators and 

occupants of such boats shall not permit acts contrary to good order, public safety or public 

health, including public profanity or obscene language or indecent exposure or behavior. No 

one using any of the Town’s wharves, floats or piers shall cause any unnecessary noise, loud 

talking or playing of music or other devices between the hours of 10:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. 

 

1.7 The Harbormaster has the right to determine if any vessel in Town waters is unseaworthy, 

dangerous or in such a badly deteriorated condition as to render it unsafe. Upon making such 

a determination, the Harbormaster shall give notice to the owner by posting notice of such 

determination on the vessel, and (a) if the address of the owner is known, then by mail, email, 

or hand-delivery to the owner, or (b) if the owner is unknown, then by publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation within the Town.  If after 10 days following the publication 

or written notice as provided in the preceding sentence, the owner has failed to remedy the 

conditions leading to the determination, the Harbormaster may take appropriate steps for 

removal of the vessel. At any time, the Harbormaster, notwithstanding the foregoing, may act 

immediately in event of an emergency to take appropriate steps for immediate removal of any 

vessel that presents an eminent threat to life or property, provided, however, that as soon as 

practicable after taking such action, notice of the action taken shall be provided in the manner 

set forth in this section. If, after 30 days from the date of notice or publication, the owner of a 

removed vessel shall fail to reimburse the Town for removal cost, the vessel may then, at the 

discretion of the Harbormaster, be sold at public action to cover the costs of removal. This 

shall not be deemed to apply to vessels in immediate distress as a result of current 

emergencies, as determined by the Harbormaster. 

 

2. Union Wharf – North – Use Regulations, 

 

2.1. Fishing boats, charter boats, tug boats, cargo boats and other boat used for commercial or 

educational purposes and of the design and dimensions to allow for the vessel to safely berth 



at the assigned slip shall be eligible to moor on that portion of the North side of Union wharf 

between the public safety marina and the pre-existing berths for large fishing boats. 

 

 

3. Union Wharf – North Application and Selection Process. 

 

3.1 The owner of a vessel eligible to moor at Union Wharf North shall complete a written 

application on a form provided by the Harbormaster. Such application may be left at the 

office of the city or town clerk by the master of such commercial vessel. The Harbormaster 

will make an initial determination whether the application is complete and whether the 

applicant is qualified under the terms of these regulations.  He shall act on application for 

such permits within a period of seven days from his receipt thereof.  If the harbormaster fails 

to act within such period, such permit shall then be deemed to have been granted.   Any 

refusal to grant such permits within such period shall be in writing by the harbormaster and 

shall include the reasons for such refusal.  The determination of the Harbormaster may be 

appealed by the applicant to the Board of Selectmen in writing which appeal must be received 

by the office of the Board of Selectmen no later than three days following notice to the 

applicant of the Harbormaster’s determination.  In addition to an appeal to the Board of 

Selectmen, any person aggrieved by the decision of the harbormaster may appeal to the 

division of waterways of the department of environmental protection within thirty days of 

such decision.   

 

      3.1.1. In the event of an emergency, and to prevent imminent harm to persons or property 

the Harbormaster may waive these application requirements for a period of up to 7 days, and 

may allow a vessel to moor on Union Wharf North during the period of waiver.  

 

3.2. Open slips shall be filled on a “First Come/First Served Basis” from those applicants who 

have completed their applications and have maintained their eligibility under the terms of 

these regulations, and who enter into an agreement with the Town as set forth in these 

regulations.  

 

      3.2.1. Should the number of qualified applications submitted by the initial deadline for 

applications exceed the number of slips available, following any appeals to the Board of 



Selectmen under Section 3.1., above, the Harbormaster will conduct a lottery with each 

qualified application given a number in the order in which they are drawn.  In a descending 

order, the available slips will be awarded to the applicants until the slips are fully allocated, 

after which the remaining applications shall be placed on a waiting list also in descending 

order.  Applications received after the initial deadline will be placed on the waiting list in the 

order received. Annually in December of each year, each applicant on the waiting list who 

wishes to remain on the waiting list for the upcoming calendar year shall notify the 

Harbormaster in writing of his desire to remain on the waiting list.  If an applicant fails to so 

notify the Harbormaster by December 31st, the Harbor master will remove the applicant from 

the waiting list. 

 

3.3 All applications shall be reviewed for completeness, and initially approved by the 

Harbormaster, before being submitted to the town administrator for final approval by the 

Board of Selectmen.  In order for an application to be approved, the application must meet all 

the following criteria: 

      

     3.3.1 The application must be filled out completely and signed by the owner or operator of 

the vessel.  The applicant must provide proof of ownership of the vessel, or of authority from 

the owner to act as operator of the vessel. 

 

     3.3.2 The applicant must be a resident of the town and show proof of residence upon  

request. 

 

      3.3.3 The applicant must show proof of insurance coverage, with the Town as an 

additional insured, for General Liability in the amount $1,000,000.00 and for Pollution 

Coverage in the amount of $1,000,000 applicable for the duration of the proposed agreement.   

 

      3.3.4. The applicant must not have any recent or existing violations of maritime rules or 

regulations.  An application may be denied if the applicant’s history of maritime violations 

shows a pattern of failure to comply with rules and regulations intended to protect the public 

health, safety and welfare.  

 

       3.3.5. The applicant must be in good standing and current with the “Waterways Usage  



Fee” as outlined in the Town of Fairhaven Bylaws, Chapter 145-16. 

 

       3.3.6. The applicant will be required to sign a hold harmless and indemnification 

agreement in a form approved by he Town releasing and holding the town harmless for any 

claims arising from or related to the use of the wharf, and indemnifying the Town for any 

claims for damage arising from or related to the applicant’s use of the wharf. 

 

4. Union Wharf North– Terms, Termination of Agreement, & Invoicing Terms 

 

4.1 Terms of Agreement:  Upon the submission of an approved application to the Town 

Administrator, the Board of Selectmen may enter into an agreement with the applicant. At the 

discretion of the Board of Selectmen an agreement may be seasonal or annual.  It shall 

commence on the day it is signed by the Board of Selectmen and shall continue for the 

duration of the agreement, or the end of the then current calendar year, whichever is first. 

 

4.2 Annual Agreement Change and Renewal Terms:  Unless otherwise provided by its 

terms, each annual agreement shall renew for a period of 12 months commencing January 1 of 

the following year, subject to the following requirements.  No later than December 1 of the 

current term of the agreement the owner or operator shall provide to the town administrator 

proof of insurance for the following year, a statement by the harbormaster that he has no 

violations in the Town, and that he is in good standing and current with the “Waterways 

Usage Fee”.  No later than December 31 of the current term of the agreement the owner or 

operator shall pay the dockage fees for the following year.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

the Town of Fairhaven reserves the right to change the terms of the agreement prior to 

renewal. 

 

4.3 Termination of Agreement: 

 

      4.3.1 The Board of Selectmen reserves the right to terminate the agreement at any time 

with 30 days written notice to the vessel owner if it determines that termination is in the best 

interest of the public health, safety or welfare.. 

 



      4.3.2 The Board of Selectmen reserves the right to terminate the agreement, and the 

Applicant will forfeit all fees paid to the Town of Fairhaven, if the Harbormaster determines 

that the slip or dockage area has been abandoned.  A slip or dockage area shall be considered 

abandoned by the Harbormaster, if the slip or dockage area has not been used by the applicant 

for a period of 60 days, not including a period of time necessary for repair or maintenance; or 

regardless of duration, if the vessel is subject to an agreement for mooring or storage at 

another facility, other than for repair or maintenance; or regardless of duration, if the 

applicant is no longer the owner or operator of the vessel. 

       

       4.3.3 The Town of Fairhaven reserves the right to terminate the agreement immediately if 

there is reason to believe that the party is acting in a manner or conducting business that is in 

violation of these regulations or of the terms of the agreement, or of a Town of Fairhaven 

Bylaw or regulation, or any state or federal regulation or law. 

 

5. Dockage Fees and Payment Terms 

 

5.1 Dockage Fees:  Dockage fees shall be set annually by the Board of Selectmen. Vessel 

owners shall be notified 30 days prior to the automatic renewal period of any fee changes. 

 

5.2 Payment:  All payments must be paid within 30 days of invoice.  No agreement shall 

renew until the dockage fees for the following year have been paid in full.   

 

                                                2018/2019 Union Wharf North 

Fee Schedule 

 

                                       

Annual Rate:       $1,500.00  

 

 



Town of Fairhaven 

Marine Resources Committee  

The Marine Resources Committee is an advisory board to the Board of Selectmen involving matters relating to 
tidal waterways and associated public facilities such as marine ramps, docks, wharves, piers and moorings. In that 
capacity, the Marine Resources Committee shall perform the following advisory functions: 

1. In consultation with the Harbormaster/Shellfish Officer, periodically make recommendations to the Board of 
Selectmen for revision of the Town of Fairhaven Waterways Regulations and Shellfish Regulations. 

2. With the assistance of the Harbormaster/Shellfish Officer and the Director of Planning and Economic 
Development, be responsible for making recommendations to the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board 
regarding long-range planning for the harbor and its resources, including matters relating to moorings, piers and 
docks, land acquisition, water sheet zoning, storm water runoff mitigation, protection of the harbor's resources and 
sea level rising as a result of global warming. 

3. With the assistance of the Harbormaster/Shellfish Officer, advise and make recommendation on water-related 
capital infrastructure improvements such as ramps, docks, wharves and piers to the Town Administrator and 
Capital Planning Committee. 

4. Annually review waterways fees, harbor fees, shellfish license fees and other related charges or fees with the 
Harbormaster/Shellfish Officer and the Town Administrator and advise the Board of Selectmen regarding 
adjustments as needed. 

5. Provide guidance and recommendations to the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator on marine resource 
policy issues. 

6. Act as a resource and aid to the Harbormaster/Shellfish Officer, when requested, to assist in the carrying out the 
responsibilities of that office. 

7. Prepare annually for inclusion in the Town Report a written summary of the Committee's activities during the 
prior year. 

The Marine Resources Committee shall consist of seven (7) voting members who shall be appointed annually as 
follows:  

 Five (5) members will be at large and appointed by the Board of Selectmen 

One (1) member shall be on the Board of Selectmen and appointed by a majority of the Board of Selectmen. 

One (1) member shall be on the Board of Public Works and appointed by a majority of the Board of Public 
Works. 

 

 

Adopted by vote of the Board of Selectmen on October 1, 2018. 

https://ecode360.com/search/32581138#32581138
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