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Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

November 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 

 

 

Present: Chairman Daniel Freitas, Vice Chairman Charles Murphy, Clerk Robert Espindola 
Town Administrator Mark Rees, and Administrative Assistant Vicki Paquette.  

  

Chairman Freitas called the meeting to order in the Town Hall Banquet Room at 6:41 p.m.  The 
meeting was recorded by Cable Access. 

 

MINUTES 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2018 meeting, open session. 
Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

Mr. Murphy motioned to approve the minutes of the November 11, 2018 meeting, open session. 
Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 

Mr. Rees told the Board he was busy focusing on Special Town Meeting therefore there is no 
report this week.  

COMMITTEE LIASION REPORTS 

• Mr. Murphy read a letter from the John Manjiro Festival Planning Committee in Japan 
(Attachment A) 

• Mr. Espindola reported that Cable Advisory will meet on November 20, 2018  

REQUEST TO USE TOWN HALL 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to approve the request to use the Town Hall auditorium for a 
wedding ceremony on Tuesday, November 27, 2018, to waive the fees but to sign the 
indemnification agreement. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

25 MPH IMPLEMENTATION 

Police Chief Meyers explained to the Board that per Mass General Law and Town meeting vote 
on May 5, 2018, the Town can implement a 25 mile per hour (MPH) speed limit town wide. The 

 



                                           Fairhaven Board of Selectmen –November 19, 2018 Open Session – 2 
 

law states that the Board of Selectmen can lower the speed limit from its current 30 mph to 25 
mph on NON-posted streets of thickly settled or business districts. The Chief is in favor of 
changing the speed limit and feels a 30 mph limit in residential neighborhoods is too fast. This 
new speed limit will be town wide unless otherwise posted and will only affect streets where it is 
not posted currently. The Chief will notify residents through Social Media, Cable Access and 
signs once the change takes place. Selectmen agreed that speed is an issue and are happy to see it 
reduced. Mr. Murphy made a motion to implement the 25 mph speed limit Town wide unless 
otherwise posted effective January 1, 2019. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 
(Attachment B & C) 

COUNCIL ON AGING APPOINTMENT 

Chairman Freitas read the resignation letter from Council on Aging member Nancy Kleinowski. 
Selectmen thanked her for her service to the Town. Mr. Murphy made a motion to accept the 
resignation of Nancy Kleinowski on the Council on Aging. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. (3-0) 

Chairman Freitas read a letter from resident Carol Burt requesting to join the Council on Aging.  

Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint Carol Burt to the vacant position on the Council on Aging 
Board for Fairhaven. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to appoint resident Eric Dawicki to the Marine Resources. 
Committee. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was unanimous. (3-0) 

PRIZE-A-PALOOZA FUNDRAISER 

Kristen Lancaster, organizer of the Prize-a-Palooza fundraiser met with the Selectmen to invite 
them to be “celebrity bartenders” for the event, which will be held at the Seaport Inn on 
December 2, 2018. Ms. Lancaster explained that this is a family friendly fundraiser to benefit the 
Neediest Family Fund. In 2017 this event raised more than $32,000. Chairman Freitas thank Ms. 
Lancaster for volunteering her time to put on such a great event.  

POLICE SWEARING IN CEREMONY 

Police Chief Myers and members of the Fairhaven Police Department were in attendance to 
introduce new police officer Michael Carrette. Mr. Carrette was most recently in the Navy as a 
machine gunner. He is a UMASS Lowell graduate and was the top of his class at the Police 
Academy. All Selectmen thanked Mr. Carrette for his service to our country and to the Town of 
Fairhaven.  At 7:10 pm, Town Clerk, Carolyn Hurley swore in Mr. Carrette with accordance to 
Town bylaws. Mr. Rees told the Board that pursuant to the Town Administrator’s act, he was 
approving the appointment by Chief Myers of Officer Carrette.  

VETERANS SERVICES DISTRICT 

Mr. Rees explained that this will be postponed until a later time. 
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HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT 

Tim Keough, President of BASK, Inc met with the Selectmen to discuss the Host Community 
Agreement for Fairhaven. Mr. Keogh feels this should be an easy task as that the rules are set by 
the State Attorney General. Mr. Rees recommended a working group appointed by the Town 
Administrator to aid in the negotiations with BASK. Mr. Murphy feels because he is part of the 
Marijuana advisory group he would like to serve on this group.  

FY20 POLICY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Mr. Rees said the Board had a good discussion regarding the Goals and Objectives for FY 20 on 
November 11, 2018. Once the preliminary is approved by the Board of Selectmen, Mr. Rees will 
have Departments add their input into the document and will bring the final document back to 
the Board. Selectmen thanked Mr. Rees for his hard work. Mr. Murphy made a motion to 
approve the preliminary report of FY 20 Goals and Objectives. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote 
was unanimous. (3-0) (Attachment D)  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Espindola discussed setting up an Ad Hoc Committee to work through the process of a 
feasibility study for municipal fiber optics. A meeting will be held on December 12, 2018 with 
an expert in the field to discuss the subject for anyone who is interested in learning more. 

Mr. Espindola and Mr. Murphy reminded residents about the Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving 
morning 

Mr. Murphy wished the Fairhaven Blue Devils good luck at their football game against the 
Dartmouth Indians. 

Mr. Freitas mentioned that M.O. LIFE will be holding a gift basket raffle event on Sunday, 
November 25, 2018. Mr. Murphy left the room for this announcement. 

The Board of Selectmen wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

At 7:21 pm Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Espindola seconded. Vote was 
unanimous. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Vicki Paquette 
Administrative Assistant 
(Approved 12/3/2018) 
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Documents appended: 

A: Letter from Manjiro Festival Planning Committee 
B: Letter from Chief Myers 
C: Article 34 and MGL Chapter 90, Section 17c and Section 18b 
D: FY20 Policy Goals with Objectives Draft  
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