












 

  
 

 

 

 Natural Resource Services, Inc.   

 

P.O. Box 311   Harrisville, RI  02830     401-568-7390      FAX 401-568-7490 

 

August 21, 2019 

 

Fairhaven Conservation Commission 

c/o Whitney McClees, Conservation Agent 

40 Center Street, 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 

 

RE: Peer Review of ANRAD Filing 

DEP File No. 023-1303 

240 Alden Road 

Fairhaven, Massachusetts 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the Conservation Commission: 

 

Natural Resource Services, Inc. (NRS) has completed its peer review of the Abbreviated 

Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) application filed by Jeff White (hereafter the 

applicant).  This review has been performed pursuant to the request and authorization of the 

Fairhaven Conservation Commission (FCC).  Field work and evaluation of the accompanying plan 

have been performed in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. ch. 

131 §40) and its regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.). The on-site assessment of the wetland 

boundary was completed pursuant to the standards and definitions of the handbook entitled 

Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

(MassDEP, 1995).  

 

The plan set referenced in this letter was prepared by Prime Engineering and entitled ‘Site 

Plan for Proposed Addition’ (dated June 18, 2019). I performed this review on August 15, 2019.  

 

NRS reviewed wetland flags WFA1 – WFA28 and Bank A1 – Bank A36. Regarding the 

A-series wetland, NRS moved a total of four (4) flags within the property. Flagging WFA16, 

WFA17, WFA18 and WFA20 were removed and reestablished further to the north. These changes 

are largely the result of soil indicators. Specifically, the wetland side has a weakly forming E-

horizon beneath the A-horizon as well as redox in both the spodic horizon and Bw-horizon.  

 

The WFA-series constitutes a bordering vegetated wetland (BVW). BVWs are subject to 

regulation under the MA Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and the Fairhaven Wetlands Bylaw. A 

100-foot buffer zone is applied to the BVW under the MA WPA and Section 129-2A of the 

municipal bylaw.  

 

Flagging labeled Bank A1 – Bank A36 depicts the bank of a perennial stream as defined 

on the USGS topographic map. It is important to note that this watercourse is currently flagged as 
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‘top of bank’ related to an intermittent stream. For a perennial stream represented on the USGS 

topographic map to qualify as ‘intermittent’, the applicant would need to provide the issuing 

authority with the appropriate documentation as per the protocol of 310 CMR 10.58(2)(a.)(1)(d.), 

which includes recording the lack of flow under the timeline established therein. NRS was not 

provided any such records in the application material. Additionally, this stream was flowing at the 

time of our review.  

 

 
 

Based on the current documentation, the delineated watercourse should be labeled a 

perennial stream and afforded a 200-foot riverbank wetland. It is important to note that riverbank 

wetlands are separate and distinct resource areas as defined in 310 CMR 10.58 et seq. NRS also 

understands that the Fairhaven Wetlands Bylaw also regulates the innermost 100 feet of this 

riverfront area as per Section 192-2B. The site plans should be revised to reflect these designations, 

including properly labelling the watercourse as perennial with the 200-foot riverfront area defined.   

 

 It is important to note that what appears to be spoils from a greenhouse operation occupy 

the BVW boundary between WFA7 – WFA10. As documented in the appended photos, this 

material include fill, plastics and bricks, among other debris. The FCC may consider this to be an 

unauthorized alteration and could require the applicant to remove the material from the regulated 

resource area and buffer zone either through this filing or another process the issuing authority 

determines to be appropriate.  

 

 In addition to the fill material, concrete structures were noted interior of flags WFA2 – 

WFA6. These structures may be remnant of old fountains. Given their water-holding capacity, 

these features may also serve as vernal pools. An in-season assessment would be required to 

confirm whether or not these areas could meet NHESP criteria for vernal pool certification. NRS 

could not accurately discern a timeframe in which these fountain structures were installed in our 

USGS Quad Map 

(MassGIS used for Representation) 
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review of historic aerial images. This is due in part to graininess of available photographs. At least 

two (2) dilapidated sheds were also noted within this area.  

 

 These comments have been prepared in fulfillment of the FCC’s request for a peer review 

of the ANRAD filing by the applicant.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions or require elaboration on any of my findings.  NRS is also available for any follow-up 

discussion should the applicant or their representative wish to respond.  

 

Truly yours, 

 

 

Edward J. Avizinis, CPSS, PWS 

 

Enclosures 
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Site Photographs 

August 15, 2019 

 

 
 

Debris pile along wetland boundary. 
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Plastic along wetland boundary. 

 

 
Fountain within BVW. 
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Debris within wetland. 
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Fountain within BVW. 
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