


Jimmy Papas 

14 Belmont St., New Bedford, Ma. 02744 

508‐665‐3126 

 

 

Re; Map 4,   Lot  81  ,   DEP File # SE 23 ‐ 1198 

Dear Conservation Commission,  

  I am writing this letter to you to give an update on progress.  I have cleared the brush from the 

upland portion of this lot, and my next step is to protect the perimeter with hay bales / silt fence.  With 

these trying times progress has gone slow.  I see that the order of conditions is expiring on  August 25, 

2020 .  My son Joshua has shown interest in building a house for himself at that location.  I am 

respectfully requesting an extension of another 3 years.  Feel free to contact me with any questions.     

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jimmy Papas 



























GCG ASSOCIATES, INC.  CIVIL ENGINEERING AND LAND SURVEYING 
84 Main Street 

Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887 
Phone: (978) 657-9714 

 

 
 

 
August 03, 2020 
 
 
Ms. Whitney McClees,  
Conservation Agent and Sustainability Coordinator 
Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 
40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 
 
 
RE: Notice of Intent / Site Plan    

86-88 Middle Street. Fairhaven, MA. 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. McClees: 
 
GCG Associates, Inc. has reviewed the following information for the 86-88 Middle Street, site 
plan in Fairhaven, MA with respect to stormwater and related requirements under 310 CMR 
10.00 Wetlands Protection Act Regulations.  
 

 
Plan References:  Site Plan, 86-88 Middle Street, Assessors Map 11 Lot 6E, 

Fairhaven, MA prepared by Farland Corp. dated July 1, 2020 (1 
sheet)  

   
Documents: Notice of Intent (NOI) prepared by Farland Corp. dated June 30, 

2020 
 
  

Based upon our review of the above information, we offer the following general comments and 
comments with respect to compliance with Town Bylaws: Chapters 192 – Wetlands; and 
Stormwater Management and 310 CMR 10.00 Wetlands Protection. The numerical section of 
the regulations is referenced at the beginning of each comment unless it is a general comment.  
 
GENERAL PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT COMMENTS 
 
The following are general comments with respect to the plans and development of the project. 
 

1. This is a developed lot located at the westerly side of Middle Street and the south of 
Logan Street, as identified as Assessor’s Map 11 Lot 6E. The property is located in a 
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) Zone AE (EL 6) as identified in the FIRM map panel 
25005C0393G effective date 07/16/2014. Hence, a Notice of Intent is being filed.  

2. The subject parcel consists of 19,950+/- square feet, which is below the Chapter 194 
and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) construction permit 
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thresholds. Therefore, Land Disturbance Permit and NPDES Notice of Intent are not 
applicable. 

3. The site is also subject to a drainage easement to the benefit of the Town of Fairhaven. 
The easement consists of a drainage network which collects stormwater from portions of 
Middle Street, Main Street and all of Cowen Street as well as stormwater from an 
existing parking lot located toward the south of the subject parcel. An existing catch 
basin is in the west side (rear) of the existing building.  

4. The property was used as an auto repair shop which consisted of a 3-bay service 
garage with small office space, and currently a crane company. The use appears to be 
pre-existing non-conforming use in this Zoning District, Assessors field card shown Zone 
‘RA’ and Zoning Map shown ‘MU’. However, Auto, Boat sales, rental, service 
commercial uses are not allowed in the RA nor MU Zones.     

5. The NOI project summary stated: “Approximately 6 years ago the property began being 
occupied by A1 Crane Company, Inc. In or about 2019, the tenant began installing 
concrete pavement, approximately 8-inch-thick, to support his crane equipment without a 
permit. On November 25, 2019, the Town of Fairhaven Conservation Commission 
discussed the placement of the additional impervious surface and requested that the 
applicant cease the installation of any additional concrete and file an after the fact Notice 
of Intent. The applicant is now seeking permission to complete the project.” GCG’s 
review comments are based on there is no change of parking layout and stripping, and 
the crane service is acceptable as similar non-conforming uses on this site and Section 
198-29 Special Permits is not required. Hence, Section 198-31.1 - Stormwater 
management is not applicable. If a Planning Board Special Permit is determined to be 
required, the site plan should comply with Section 198-31.1.   

6. For Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPL) project, additional 
MassDEP permits may be required under MGL C. 21 Sections 26 through 53, 314 CMR 
3.00, 4.00 and 5.00.  

7. There have been issues with this line surcharging and the street flooding in the past and 
the DPW has added a Tideflex valve on the drain line to alleviate some of the problems.  
Approval from the DPW should be obtained and no additional stormwater should be 
added.   

 
PLAN  
  

1. Existing Drainage Easement should be shown on the plan. Modifying the drainage 
system within the Town of Fairhaven easement would require DPW approval.    

2. Existing and proposed spot grades, contours should be shown on the plan. The site is in 
Special Flood Hazard Areas, any filled area should be compensated with equal volume.  

3. The site use is classified as Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPL), 
Best Management Practices for LUHPPL (Standard 5) is required. The proposed catch 
basin insert is being called out on the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook (MSH) Vol. 
1 Ch.1 Page 14. Treatment table, “Proprietary Media filter (Does not include catch basin 
inserts)” be excluded for LUHPPL treatment use. The existing structure has 3 inlet pipes 
connected and the catch basin insert would restrict the flow through capacity and 
causing stormwater backup onto Middle Street and abutters parking lot. GCG 
recommends replacing the existing catch basin grate with a solid drainage manhole 
frame and cover and convert the structure to a manhole (DMH). And installing a qualified 
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proprietary separator (water quality inlet structure) and connect the pipe outlet to the 
converted DMH structure.      

4. The existing sidewalk DMH cover north of the utility pole is a curb inlet. Inlet should be 
called out on the plan and protected with wattle or silt sack during construction. 

5. Review existing and proposed spot grade and add erosion control at the westerly 
property lines if necessary.  

6. See additional drainage calculations comments below.   
 
STORMWATER REPORT COMMENTS 
 
 

1. This is a re-development and new development project. All new impervious areas are 
classified as new development and require meeting the MSH to the full extent.  

2. MSH Standard #2, the proposed drainage calculations shown increased peak runoff for 
all three analysis storms, (Pre-, 1.37 cfs vs Post- 1.51 cfs, for 2-year storm event; Pre-, 
2.03 cfs, vs Post-, 2.15 cfs, for 10-year storm event; and Pre-, 3.05 cfs, vs 3.15 cfs, 
during 100-year storm event). The applicant has requested a waiver for the peak rate 
attenuation. MSH allows waiver for Standard #2 for discharges to land subject to coastal 
storm flowage. Without the waiver, the proposed new concrete pavement will not meet 
MSH requirements.  

3. MSH Standards #3. Loss of Annual Recharge, the USDA soil report rated the site soil as 
Urban Land with unranked Hydrologic Soil Group (HSG). This report assumed the soil to 
be group ‘D’. Due to the high water table, the HSG ‘D’ soil assumption deems 
acceptable. MSH allows infiltration/recharge practice in ‘D’ soil to the maximum extent 
practicable. GCG concurs that infiltration is impracticable on this site. Board approval is 
required.   

4. Standard #4, TSS removal, there is not sufficient data to support the catch basin insert 
would work in a drainage manhole (DMH) situation. The existing catch basin has three 
inlet pipes connected (like a DMH structure) and is not in compliance with the current 
MSH requirements. The catch basin insert will restrict the DMH structure flow through 
capacity. GCG does not recommend using catch basin insert in the existing structure.   

5. Standard #5, a qualified water quality inlet should be used to treat runoff from a LUHPPL 
area.  

6. Standard #8: Construction Period Pollution Prevention Plan. The applicant has 
requested a waiver for Standard #8. GCG does not recommend the waiver for Standard 
#8. The curb inlet in front of the project should be protected during construction. 
Concrete washing area should be identified on the plan and protected during 
construction. 

 
OPERATIONAL AND MAINTENANCE (O&M) PROGRAM COMMENTS 
 

1. O&M plan should provide a signature block for responsible party/operator signature.  
2. O&M plan should include estimated annual operation budget and long-term O&M 

(sample) log.  
3. GCG recommends minimum parking lot sweeping twice per year, early Spring and Late 

Fall.  
4. Catch basin inlet should be inspected and cleaned at a minimum of 4 times per year. 
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5. GCG recommends replace the catch basin insert with a water quality inlet structure and 
with the appropriate O&M schedule.  
  

Summary: 
 

1. The proposed concrete pavement for the entire lot requires Board approval. The study 
shown increased peak runoff for the post-development conditions for all three analysis 
storm events, waiver is required. A qualified water quality inlet structure should be 
installed to treat runoff from LUHPPL site.   

 
 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact our office. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
GCG Associates 

Anthony Ma 
Anthony C. Ma, P.E. 
Senior Project Engineer 
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NOTICE OF INTENT NARRATIVE 
 
Site Description 
The subject property encompasses approximately 2.05 acres of residential island 
located in the Acushnet River, south of Pope’s Island, west of mainland Fairhaven, 
Massachusetts. The site is currently developed as a residential lot.  It is bounded on all 
sides by the Acushnet river.  The topography is sloping from the highest point on the 
southern side of the island, surrounding the house at elevation 10 and slopes downward 
to sea level on all sides.  The Soils underlying the island are Udorthents, smooth sands, 
0% - 15% slopes, which are well drained.  Soil information was taken from Web Soil 
Survey, Bristol County, Massachusetts.  Version 13, September 12, 2019. 
 
Project Description 
The Applicants seek approval for the construction on the premises of 2 Seasonal Tents 
(100’ x 50’ & 40’ x 30’) as well as a new 1,100’ +/-; 1¼” force main to connect to an 
existing sewer manhole on the pier off of Middle Street in Fairhaven.   
 
As depicted on the Site Plans, this Notice of Intent is for the proposed construction of a 
new force main with an associated grinder pump, 2 seasonal venue tents and 
necessary site grading to level out an area for the tents making them accessible.   
 
This proposal is will not change any of the footprints or elevation of the existing dwelling 
nor will it modify the walkways, docks, or boathouse.   
 
The construction has been designed to comply in all respects with the requirements of 
the State and Local By-Laws.   
 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Potential Impacts 
The design of the grinder pump and force main installation includes all reasonable and 
appropriate engineering procedures for the mitigation of any impact from the changes to 
the site.  The development of the site will be done as sensitive as possible to the 
interests of the abutting resource areas. 
 
During the construction phase, there will be disturbance of the area within the siltation 
control fence.  However, no activity will be allowed outside of this control.  There will be 
exposed earth surfaces with the potential for siltation runoff.  The runoff is to be 
controlled by using hay bale fencing at the limit of the work.   
 

http://www.farlandcorp.com/
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Sewerage Disposal 
There is currently no town sewer located on the island.  The house will be connected to 
the new grinder pump and the new force main will be installed within the existing utility 
easement to the local pier and connected to an existing manhole on the mainland of 
Fairhaven to service the island. 
 
The pipe will be dredged from mean highwater to elevation -1 which will result in 8 CY 
to be dredged.  The pipe will then be installed utilizing the Float and Sink Method.  
Which basically means it will be laid at the bottom of Buzzards Bay and will be anchored 
down with concrete collars as needed. 
 
This method consists of the following steps. 

• Selection of an appropriate pipe diameter (4”) 
• Selection of appropriate pipe SDR (1-1/4”) 
• Selection of the design, weight and frequency of spacing of the ballast weights 

that will be used to sink and then hold the pipe in its intended location (Field 
determined) 

• Selection of an appropriate site for staging, joining, and launching the pipe (See 
Plan) 

• Preparing the land-to-water transition zone and, when required, the underwater 
bedding. 

• Assembly of the individual lengths of pipe into a continuous string of pipe 
• Mounting of the ballast weights (this step may be done in conjunction with the 

next step). 
• Launching the joined pipe in the water from a barge 
• Submersion of the pipeline in the specified location 
• Completion of the land-to-water transition 

 
Post-Installation Survey 
Upon completion of the installation of a submerged pipeline, it is advisable to have the 
complete line surveyed by a competent diver to ensure that: 

• The pipeline is located within the prescribed easement area 
• The ballasts holding the pipeline are all properly sitting on the bottom contour 

and the line is not forced to the bridge any changes in elevations. 
• The pipe is not resting on any rocks, debris or material that could cause damage 

 
Modern HDPE piping materials are a natural choice for marine installations.  The overall 
durability and toughness of these products, combined with he innovative and cost-
effective installation methods that they facilitate, are compelling reasons for their use in 
sanitary sewer force main marine crossings, as well as dredging operations.  More 
importantly the design proposed has the least impacts to the abutting resource areas. 
 

http://www.farlandcorp.com/
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Underground Utilities  
There will be no additional drainage, gas, water, telephone, and electric utilities installed 
during construction. 
 
Stormwater Drainage 
Stormwater will be improved as the house will be tied into a new cultec subsurface 
recharge system. 
 
Construction Sequence 
The preparation of the site for the proposed construction will follow the normal 
procedures for work of this type.  The steps that follow are to be used as a guideline 
and may have to be adjusted due to site or weather conditions or unforeseen 
circumstances.   
 
The procedure for construction, in general terms, will be as follows: 
 
Phase 1-    (Time 1 weeks) 

1) Establish the erosion/siltation control fences at the “Limit of Work” as shown 
on the approved site plans. 

2) Clear the site of trees/brush and stumps as required.   
 

Phase 2-    (Time 1 month) 
1) Prepare pump and trench area.  Fill as required. 
2) Rough the site to grade. 
 

Phase 3-    (Time 1 months)  
1) The grinder pump and force main will be installed and constructed. 
2) Install the loam and seed as required. 
 
 

 

http://www.farlandcorp.com/


 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Fairhaven Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 
40 Center Street 
Fairhaven MA 02719 
 
Albert Santos 
New Bedford Inc. 
72 North Water Street, 3rd Floor 
New Bedford MA 02740 
 
RE:         Applicant: Albert Santos 

Project Location: 1 Crow Island 
Project Description: Install Sewer Pump and Forcemain, Seasonal Tents 
DEP Wetlands File No.: 023-1325 
NHESP Tracking No.: 20-39506 

 
Dear Commissioners & Applicant: 
 
The applicant listed above has submitted a Notice of Intent with site plans (dated July 2, 2020) to the 
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
(the “Division”), in compliance with the rare wildlife species section of the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.37). 
 
MA WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT (WPA) 
Based on a review of the information that was provided and the information that is currently contained 
in our database, the Division has determined that this project, as currently proposed, will not adversely 
affect the actual Resource Area Habitat of state-protected rare wildlife species.  Therefore, it is our 
opinion that this project meets the state-listed species performance standard for the issuance of an 
Order of Conditions.    
 
Please note that this determination addresses only the matter of rare wildlife habitat and does not 
pertain to other wildlife habitat issues that may be pertinent to the proposed project.   
 
MA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (MESA) 
The project occurs within designated Priority Habitat of Rare Species and therefore requires review 
through a direct filing with the Division for compliance with the MESA.  The MESA is administered by the 
Division, and prohibits the Take of state-protected species, which includes actions that “in reference to 
animals…harm…kill…disrupt the nesting, breeding, feeding or migratory activity…and in reference to 
plants…collect, pick, kill, transplant, cut or process…Disruption of nesting, breeding, feeding, or 
migratory activity may result from, but is not limited to, the modification, degradation, or destruction of 
Habitat” of state-listed species (321 CMR 10.02). 



NHESP No. 20-39506, Page 2 
 

 

 
For a MESA Project Review Checklist and additional information about the MESA review process, please 
visit our website: www.mass.gov/dfw/nhesp/regulatory-review.  Please note that all proposed and 
anticipated development must be disclosed, as MESA does not allow project segmentation (321 CMR 
10.16).   
 
No soil or vegetation disturbance, work, clearing, grading or other activities related to the subject 
filing may be conducted anywhere on this project site until the Division has completed its MESA 
review.  If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Emily Holt, Endangered Species 
Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6385. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 

 
cc: Crow Island Realty 
 Christian Farland, Farland Corp. 
 MA DEP Southeast Region 
 

www.mass.gov/dfw/nhesp/regulatory-review


 
 

August 5, 2020 
 
Mary Spadaro 
121 Highland Street 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 
 
RE: Wetland Violation, 50 Balsam Street 

Request to attend meeting of August 10, 2020 
 

Dear Ms. Spadaro, 

It has come to my attention that there may be a possible wetlands violation at your property at 50 Balsam Street, 
Fairhaven, MA. I performed a site visit on August 4, 2020 and observed the reconstruction of decks and the 
removal of topsoil in Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (flood zone), the 100-foot buffer zones to Coastal 
Dune and Coastal Beach, and the removal of vegetation on a Coastal Dune. A member of the Conservation 
Commission has twice issued an order to cease and desist all activity until such time that there is a permit issued by 
the Conservation Commission. Those notices were removed and ignored. As such, the enclosed Enforcement 
Order has been issued. 

We request that you immediately cease and desist from any further activity and that you or your designated 
representative contact the Conservation Commission or its Agent, Whitney McClees, at (508) 979-4022 ext. 128 by 
August 10, 2020 and/or appear before the Conservation Commission at its Monday, August 10 meeting, 6:30pm, 
at Town Hall, 40 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA. 

Due to the current State of Emergency in the Commonwealth due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Conservation 
Commission meetings are currently being held remotely via Zoom. The remote access information for the August 
10 meeting can be found on the agenda posted no fewer than two (2) business days prior to the meeting date. 

As you may or may not know, any work or activity in a wetland resource area, within 100 feet of a resource area, 
200 feet of a river, or within a flood zone is subject to review and approval by the Conservation Commission 
pursuant to its authority under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L c. 131 §40) and its regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the Fairhaven Wetlands Bylaw (Chapter 192). Your property falls within Land Subject to 
Coastal Storm Flowage (flood zone) and contains Coastal Dune and Coastal Beach and their associated 100-foot 
buffer zones. Any activity that fills, removes, or alters these areas without approval from the Commission 
constitutes a violation of the Act and the Bylaw. 

Please be prepared to explain the work or activity that has occurred so that the Commission can prescribe the 
appropriate corrective actions for you to come into compliance with the Act and the Bylaw. Please be advised, the 
Conservation Commission reserves the right to assess fines for said violations or non-compliance with this letter 
pursuant to the Fairhaven Wetlands Bylaw (§192-11). 

Should you have any questions or need further information, do not hesitate to contact me in the Conservation 
Office at (508) 979-4022 ext. 128 or via email at conservation@fairhaven-ma.gov. 

Thank you for your immediate time and attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Whitney McClees, Agent 
Fairhaven Conservation Commission 
conservation@fairhaven-ma.gov 
(508) 979-4022 ext. 128 

  

TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Town Hall  ·   40 Center Street  ·   Fairhaven, MA 02719 
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