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Flag/ Banner Policy 
 

 

1) Any request to fly a flag / banner on Town Property must be made through the Select Board office at least 60 days 

in advance of the requested flying period. The distinction made that a flag being a cloth attached by one edge to a 

pole or rope and used as the symbol or emblem of a country or institution or as a decoration during public 

festivities; a banner bears a slogan or design, hung in a public place or carried in a demonstration or procession 

 

2) The Board will only permit flags acknowledging proclamations made by the federal government and/or the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as well as flags/banners announcing local upcoming events that are open to the 

public, provided they are not in support of a candidate, political party or ballot question, and are not primarily 

commercial or religious in nature. 

 

3) The Select Board will have final say, at their own discretion, on whether any flag / banner is appropriate to be 

displayed on any Town Facility.  

 

4) Requests will not be granted for flags/banners to be displayed for longer than 30 days. 

 

5) The Select Board shall have the right, at their own discretion, and upon a vote of the Board, to remove any flag / 

banner prior to the end of the approved time period.  The Select Board may choose, at the time of approval, to 

pass this authority to remove any flag / banner on to the Town Administrator, or designee. 

 

6) For any time period where multiple requests are made, the requestors will share the space; the time will be shared. 

 

7) The Town will not be responsible for hanging or taking down the banner but will provide direction on where it 

may be hung. 

 

8) The flag, as displayed, must not interfere with any aspect of the operation of any Town Facility. 

 

9) The Town does not, nor has it ever, intended to designate the flagpole as a public forum by permitting a third 

party to display a particular flag. Accordingly, nothing contained within this policy, the Town’s choice of which 

flag(s) to raise or applications to grant or deny, or the manner in which the Town makes such decisions should be 

interpreted as designating the flagpole as a public forum 

 

10) The requestor must present a signed, dated copy of the attached waiver along with their request to fly a 

flag/banner, in writing. 
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