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Special Permit 2019 – 11: Off the Hook
Staff Report: October 21, 2019

• Applicant: James and Mary Moraux of West Island Marina and 
Off the Hook, Inc.

• Project Location: 56 Goulart Memorial Drive, Long Island 
(between Sconticut Neck and West Island). Map 42, Lot 23B (2.89 
acres) owned by Nasketucket Holdings LLC c/o James L. Moraux. 

• Proposal: Current Proposal is to replace a 20’ by 50’ canvas tent 
with a 20’ by 50’ steel framed pavilion. The property needs to 
update a 2005 Special Permit to update site plan and ensure all 
local permits are in conformance with one another at the marina 
and restaurant.

• Zoning: Long Island is zoned B for Business.



Special Permit 2019 – 11: Off the Hook
Staff Report: October 21, 2019

• Project History: The Marina was last approved by the Planning Board for a 
Special Permit in 2005 for an expansion to an existing marina consisting of 101 
boat slips, 65 commercial moorings and an 8-seat eatery.  

• The Special Permit included the marina and eatery use, parking use 
determination, parking layout and parking pavement waiver.  However, the 
owner, David Hebert, appealed the decision. 

• Much of the work had been done in the 1990’s and was reviewed when an 
engineer asked for the town to signify that the property was in compliance. 

• The current owners bought the marina and restaurant in November 2015.

• They have applied to several town offices (noted below) for permits and 
licenses. 

• They were unaware that the property needed to also modify the 2005 Special 
Permit on the property.



Project Summary:

• The Applicant is seeking to replace a 20’ by 50’ canvas tent with a 20’ 
by 50’ steel frame pavilion at the suggestion of the Building Inspector 
in order to be more efficient and safer during storms. 

• The Board of Selectmen control the Alcohol and Entertainment 
licensing including hours.

• The Board of Health approved (2018) an increase in seating for the 
restaurant to 94.

• The Building Occupancy is listed at 35 but all seating is outdoors. New 
pavilion will need permit.



Off the Hook: 2018-2019 Licenses
• Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABCC) All Alcohol License (State)
• Common Victualler’s License (BoS)
• Public Entertainment License on Sunday (BoS)

• 1:00 pm to 10:00 pm
• 1:00 to 11:30 pm the day before all Holidays

• Restricted Music License Weekdays
• 8:00 am to 1:00 am M-F
• 8:00 am to 12:00 pm Sat.

• All Alcoholic Beverage License (BoS)
• 8:00 am – 2:00 am Mon – Sat
• 10:00 – 2:00 am Sunday

• Fairhaven Board of Health (July 30, 2018
• Allowed increase in seating capacity to 94 Seats.

• Fairhaven Conservation Commission
• Determination of Applicability for Tent approved with condition (No dumping in resource area)



2005 Special Permit Conditions:
• All site development shall be carried out in accordance with the plan marked 

"Exhibit A".  

• The PB hereby approves a parking determination for the marina use of 1 space 
per every 2 slips/moorings.

• The PB hereby approves a waiver to Section 198.27.C.2, to allow for a gravel 
parking area.

• Prior to issuance of…permit, applicant shall submit 4 sets of revised plan that 
note the approved parking ratio.

• All exterior lighting shall have cut-off fixtures so no glare is emitted beyond the 
property or into public RoW.

• Special Permit approval shall be void after two years …

• Building permits must be secured prior to construction…  



Some Potential Key Planning Issues

•Wastewater: Board of Health approved Restaurant seating for 
94. All seating is outdoor. Seating within new pavilion included

•Parking: 2005 SP required a lot of parking that is not normally 
required except on occasion. 2005 Plan lists the following:
• 1 parking space per 2 berths = 83
• 2.5 parking spaces per eatery seat = 4
• 2.5 parking spaces per Down the Hatch = 98

• Total parking spaces required in 2005  = 126

•Off the Hook combines Eatery & Alcohol with 94 seats total
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